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PRELIMINARY STATEMENT. 



The Congregational Churches of Michigan were first or- 
ganized into a State Association at a meeting held in Jackson 
October 11, 1842, upon the call of ttie Jackson Conference, 
and attended by ten ministers and as many delegates, the lat- 
ter representing six churches. Two other ministers, a licen- 
tiate and a layman, were invited to sit as honorary members. 
At the meeting the following year churches in four local con- 
ferences were represented by fourteen ministers and seven 
delegates. The statistics of this year, the first that were 
printed, show thirty-four churches and twenty-nine ministers 
as being connected, supposably or really, with the State Asso- 
ciation, the churches reporting a total membership of 1,136, 
with a Sunday school enrollment of 839. One conference of 
six churches made no report. Eight of these churches reported 
themselves without ministerial supply ; eight as being served 
one-half the time; two, one-fifth of the time; four, one-fourth 
of the time; one, three-fourths of the time; and eleven the 
whole time. Of these thirty-four churches, fourteen retain 
their names and places on the roll ; the remainder have either 
become extinct or, in the process of separation from the Pres- 
byterian body with which they were then connected, have 
retained their old association. Such were the beginnings. 
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The progress of fifty years is mont readily and strikingly 
shown by a comparative table : 





1843. 


1801. 




4 


17 




34 


321 




29 


258 




1,136 


24,671 




839 


36,771 


"In actual connection and resident in the 8t 







In the following pages of this volume are shown in large 
variety and interesting detail the facts attendant upon the 
growth and development of the Congregational Churches of 
the State, and the part which they have played in all the 
departments of effort in which the influence, the labors and 
the gifts of an earnest religious body may make themselves 
felt in promoting the good of society, contributing to the 
welfare of the Commonwealth, and aiding in the great work of 
evangelizing the world. 
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MEMORANDA OF THE ANNUAL MEETINGS. 



Year. 


Place. 


* 


Moderator. 




Scribe. 


im 


Jackson, 


Rev. M. Harrison, 


Rev. H. 8. Hamilton. 


1843 


Grass Lake, 


t< 


O. C. Thompson, 


44 


Luther Shaw. 


1844 


Marshall, 


M 


S. Cochrane, 


14 


Harvey Hyde. 


1845 


Detroit, 


li 


Harvey Hyde, 


11 


H. L. Hammond. 


1846 


Dexter, 


i. 


H. L Hammond, 


44 


G. L Foster. 


1847 


Jackson, 


M 


G. L Foster, 


44 


C. Lockwood. 


1848 


Ann Arbor, 


4. 


L. Smith Hobart, 


11 


Harvey Hyde. 


1849 


Dexter, 


u 


('. Lockwood, 


41 


H. D. Kitchel. 


1850 


Kalamazoo, 


<• 


H. D. Kltchel, 


4. 


D. M. Bordwell. 


1851 


Clinton, 




A. S. Kedzie, 


It 


E. N. Bartlett. 


1852 


Jackson, 


4. 


P. R. Hurd, 


44 


I*. Smith Hobart. 


1853 


Ann Arbor, 


44 


J. H. Benton, 


4. 


H. L Hammond. 


1854 


Detroit, 


4. 


J. D. Pierce, 


44 


G. M. Tuthlll. 


1855 


Kalamazoo, 


.. 


Thomas Jones, 


4. 


HI rain Elmer. 


1856 


Jackson, 


•> 


Hiram Elmer, 


41 


P. R Hurd. 


1857 


Owosso, 


14 


Edward Taylor, 


Dea. Dexter Mussey. 


1858 


Adrian, 


li 


Joseph Anderson, 


Mr. Henrys. Clubb. 


1859 


Detroit, 


4. 


Ana Mahan, 


Rev. P. R Hurd, 


1860 


Port Huron, 


4. 


S. S. N. Greeley, 


44 


P. R Hurd, 


1861 


Ann Arbor, 


41 


H. A. Read, 


11 


Hiram Elmer. 


1862 


Grand Rapids, 


H 


(i. M. Tuthlll, 


1. 


Henry Bates. 


1863 


Union City, 


.1 


John Patchin, 


4. 


Samuel Sessions. 


1864 


Detroit, 


It 


James S. Hoyt, 


44 


L F. Waldo. 


1865 


Battle Creek, 


U 


S. W. Streeter, 


41 


I j. F. Waldo. 


1866 


Jackson, 


14 


Henry Bates, 


14 


W. B. Williams. 


1867 


Kalamazoo, 


44 


Win. P. Russell, 


41 


W. B. Williams. 


1868 


Port Huron, 


It 


X. J. Morrison, 


11 


Elizur Audrus. 


1869 


East Saginaw, 


44 


Oliver S. Dean, 


>• 


F. P. Woodbury. 


1870 


Grand Rapid*, 


44 


J. G. W. Cowles, 


44 


Orunge H. Spoor. 


1871 


Romeo, 


14 


William Piatt, 


1> 


Warren F. Day. 


1872 


Hudson, 


44 


Jesse W. Hough, 


II 


E. G. Chaddock. 


1873 


La n King, 


44 


Orange H. Spoor, 


44 


.1. Wing Allen. 


1874 


Adrian, 


•1 


Henry L. Hubbell. 


14 


B. D. Conkling. 


1875 


Kalamazoo, 


4< 


W. D. Love, 


II 


J. Homer Parker. 


1876 


Pontlac, 


li 


Warren F. Day, 


II 


James L. Patton. 


1877 


Ann Arbor, 


Hon. J. Webster Childs, 


Hon. G. K. Newcombe. 


1878 


East Saginaw, 
Grand Rapids, 


Rev. J. Morgan Smith, 


Rev. C. O. Brown. 


1879 


14 


A. Hastings Ross, 


44 


Lucius O. Lee. 


1880 


Detroit, 


11 


Miner W. Fairfield, 


Mr. E. F. Grabill. 


1881 


Charlotte, 


Hon. Wm. Chamberlain, 


Dea. Aiihjs Dresser, Jr.. 


1882 


Greenville, 


Rev 


. Moses Smith, 


Rev 


. J. P. Sanderson. 


1883 


Manistee, 


44 


Wolcott B. Williams, 


ii 


W. S. Bugbey. 


1884 


Port Huron, 


11 


James L Patton, 


14 


G. H. Grannls. 


188.-) 


Jackson, 


44 


H. Butterfleld, 


i. 


O. B. Waters. 


1886 


Flint, 


44 


E. B. Fairfield, 


Dea- George M. Lane. . 


1887 


Lousing, 


Hon. Byron M. Cutcheon, 


Rev. D. P. Breed. 


1888 


St. Joseph, 


Rev. Wm. A. Waterman, 


44 


Wm. C. Allen. 


1889 


East Saginaw, 


it 


Wm. H. Davis, 


44 


J. Monroe Lyon. 


1890 


Muskegon, 


ii 


Isaac W. McKeever, 


44 


Elisha W. Miller. 


1891 


Ann Arbor, 


14 


Franklin Noble, 


44 


Henry Marsh. 



SECRETARIES. 



Rev. Ii. Smith Hobart, 1842-1847; Rev. H. L Hammond, 1847-1848; Rev. G. L Foster, 
1848-1851; Rev. H. D. Kitchel, 1851-1854; Rev. L. Smith Hobart, 1854-1862; Rev. Philo R. 
Hurd, 1862-1883; Rev. John P. Sanderson, 1883-1889; Rev. Leroy Warren, 1889-1891. 
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MEMORANDA OF THE ANNUAL MEETINGS. 



Year. 


Plw-f. 




Preactier of Opening Sermon. 


Text. 


J842 


Jackson, 


Rev. H. S. Hamilton, Mt. Clemens, 


Is. lx : 1. 


im 


Grass Ijiike, 


• > 


Joseph Harris, Ohio, , 


Ph. xxxili : 10-11. 


im 


Marshal!, 


>< 


.O. C. Thompson, St. Clair, 


Ex. xxvil : 26. 


1815 


Detroit, 




Sylvester Cochrane, North vi lie, 


2 Tim. iv : 1-2. 


1K46 


Dexter, 


•t 


Harvey Hyd«*, Commerce, 


Jer. vi : 16. 


1847 


Jackson, 


H 


H. L. Hammond, Detroit, 


2 Tim. ill : 10. 


1848 


Ann Arbor. 




G. Ii. FoBter, Jackson, 


Hos. xiii : ». 


1849 


Dexter, 




i^V* ~. IVtrvl Alt*, 


Phil, iv : i.{. 


1850 


Kalamazoo. 




v-. la h t\ \s ooq, iiexier, 


Ezck. xxx vl : 2H-27. 


1851 


Clinton 


44 


xi. u. iviicuci, iiciroii, 


1 1<HU. ^ 1 , It. 


1852 


Jackson, 




\ 1*"* ii/l •/ ilk 1^ n 1 r* .* tm f\j * 

^V* n. JV.miKl(*. IV U 1 H 1 1 Kl&OO, 


A tn#\u %?i 1 ■ \ 
> II . ••• 


1853 


Viiii Arlior 




* . iv nurUf rvonifo, 


IjlIKi* All • «w. 


1854 


Detroit. 


44 


i>*v>iiaru iw* on, ixHiiitM?ii<uii, 


& O Oil 11 1 . If. 


1855 


Iv : 1 1 11 ttl n/oi » 




JOU11 * lt3IXX? t 1 prtllunil, 




1856 


Jackson 




num. joucm, viaiOHuurx- 


1 ('or < • 111 


1857 


Owokso 


t4 


Wtratn ITlmor PhnlcAn 
n i mill n*iiiit*r r v^iidnt?u T 


1 (Vtr i • l. r i 


1858 


Adrian, 




r*. in j ior, xv <ii .nil ;t /.<><>, 


loll n rli • -Hi 

•Jvyllll A 1J . 


1859 


Detroi t, 


44 


J* AllQt*rM>Il t vi rH I 111 XiU\(.'li, 


2 Cor. iv : 2. 


1800 


Port Huron, 


" 


Asa Milium. Adrian, 


1 I^«pll. II . 1 if— lllltl 

( 1 Pet. 11 : 27. 


1861 


Ann Arbor. 




S. 8, N. (ireeley, (irand Hnpfds, 


John x : 10. 


1832 


Grand Rapids. 


.. 


H. A. Read. Marshall, 


1 Tim. iii : 1',. 




u ii ion uij . 




Ueo. M. luthill, Pontiae, 


( John xv : 5, mul 
1 1 Cor. ii : 2. 


1864 


Detroit. 




John Patch in, Lodi, 


James iv : 12. 


1885 


Battle Creek. 




J. S. Hoyt, Port Huron, 


Phil. Iv: 17. 


im 


Jackson, 




S. W. Streeter, Union City, 


Luke xxl : 2?»-:i. 


1807 


Kalamazoo, 




Henrj' Bates, Grass Lake, 


Is. lx : 22. 


1868 


Port Huron, 




\V. P. RuHsell, Memphis, 


Rom. xil : 1. 


1839 


East Saginaw. 




N. J. Morrison, Olivet, 


Matt, iv : 37. 


1870 


Grand Rapids. 




O. S. Dean, Kalamazoo, 


Heb. iv : 12. 


187; 


Romeo, 




J. W. Hough, Jackson, 


Eph. iv : lt(. 


1872 


Hudson, 




H. L. Hubbell, Ann Arbor, 


Luke viil : 1-1 :,. 


1873 


Lansing, 




W. D. Tx)ve, East Saginaw, 


Rom. 1 : hi. 


1874 


Adrian, 




J. S. Hoyt, Port Huron, 


Acts iii : <>. 


1875 


Kalamazoo, 




J. Morgan Smith, Grand Rapids, 


Gal. ii : 20. 


1876 


Pontiac, 




J. Ii. Patton, Greenville, 


Rom. xii : 1. 


1877 


Ann Arbor, 




Zaehary Eddy, Detroit, 


Num. xill : 


1878 


East Saginaw. 




H. Q. Butterfleld, Olivet, 


Titus lit : S. 


1879 


Grand Rapid.*, 




W. H. Ryder, Ann Arbor, 


John vi : (KHi7. 


1880 


Detroit, 




Leroy Warren, Lansing, 


(Matt, x :&-«, and 
(Luke xxl v:4S. 


1881 


Charlotte, 


.. 


W. F. Day, East Saginaw, 


Luke xll : oO. 


4882 


Greenville 


■i 


J. W. Hough, Jackson, 


Heb. xiii : s. 


1883 


Manistee, 


.. 


T. P. Prudden, Lansing, 


Luke xvtl : 20-21. 


1884 


Port Huron, 


.. 


Franklin Noble, East Saginaw. 


2 Cor. iv: 2. 


1885 


Jackson, 


Prof. Martin L. D'(X>ge, Ann Arbor, 


1 Cor. xiv : :i. 


1880 


Flint, 




J. F. Loba, Olivet, 


<^al. i : 7. 


1887 


Langl ng, 


Rev 


. R. M. Higgius, Calumet, 


(Jal. vi : In. 


1888 


St. Joseph, 


a 


W. S. Bugbey, Cheboygan, 


Matt, xxviii : Ik-20. 


1889 


East Saginaw, 


u 


D. M. Fisk, Jackson, 


Matt, x : 34. 


1890 


Muskegon, 




A. R Merriam, Grand Rapids, 


.Judges .will : 24. 


1891 


Ann Arbor, 


.. 


M. M. Martin. Allegan, 


Eph, v : 15-Ui. 
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MICHIGAN REPRESENTATIVES IN THE FIRST 
INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL. 



Held in London in 1891. 

Rev. A. Hasting* Ross. Rev. W. A. Waterman. Rev. Theodore B. Willson. 
James B. Angell, LLD. William H. Strong, Esq. 



MICHIGAN REPRESENTATIVES IN NATIONAL 

COUNCILS. 



At Michigan City, 1846. 



Rev. L. Smith Hobart, 
44 John D. Pteree, 
" John J. Bliss, 
44 G. L. Foster, 
" (ieorge Burnum, 



Rev. L. Smith Hobart, 
" Hiram Elmer, 
44 H. D. Kitchel, 
•• Thos. Jones, 
44 H. L. Hammond, 



Rev. J. W. Allen, 
44 Henry Bates, 
44 Geo. H. Coffey, 
•' Hiram Elmer, 

P. R. Hurd, 
•' J. S. Hoyt, 
" Thos. Jones, 
' A. S. Kedstie, 
Henry Mills, 

Rev. P. R. Hnrd, <• 
44 W. P. Russell, 
4 Wm. Piatt, 
44 Geo. M. Tuthill, 
44 Guy C. Strong, 
44 George Thompson, 



Rev. S. M. Frccland,* 
44 R. G. Baird, 
• 4 J. S. Hoyt, 
44 E. W. Bacon, 
44 W. D. I/>ve, 
44 O. H. Spoor, 



Rev. Thos. Jones, 
44 Clark Lot- k wood, 
44 E. H. Rice, 
44 H. L. Hammond, 
44 Orlo D. Hinc, 

At Albany, 1852. 

Rev. A. S. Kedzle, 
44 Elizur Andrus, 
44 W. W. Atwater, 
44 E. Col ton, 
" D. L. Eaton, 

At Boston, 1865. 

Rev. John C. Myers. 

44 Jas. A. McKay, 

44 John Patent n, 

44 H. A. Read, 

44 Chas. Spooncr, 

44 A. St, Clair, 

44 Jas. F. Taylor, 

44 Jas. B. Walker, 

At Oberlin, 1871. 

Rev. J. W. Hough, 
44 W. F. Day, 
44 O. H. Spoor, 
44 E. M. Lewis, 
44 W. E. Caldwell, 
44 Leroy Warren, 

At New Haven, 1874. 

Rev. J. W. Allen, 
44 H. L. Hubbell, 
44 W. L. Bray, 
44 A. S. Kedzie, 
44 W. B. Williams, 
44 A. H. Norris, 



Rev. Orson Parker, 
44 O. C. Thompson, 

Mr. Thos. L. Acker, 
44 Joseph E. Beebe, 
44 Chas. G. Hammond. 



Rev. H. Root, 
44 P. R. Hurd, 
44 Harvey Hyde, 

Mr. Edwin W. Shaw, 
44 Israel Coe. 



Rev. Leroy Warren, 

Mr. S. S. Barnard, 
44 W. I. Cornwell, 
44 J. Webster Childs, 
•' S. F. Drury, 
44 Allen Fish, 
44 Homer Hitchcock, 
44 Geo. K. Newcomlx». 



Mr. Orlando Stevens,* 
44 C. I. Walker, 
44 G. H. Holman, 
44 James B. Angell, 
44 L. Foster, 
44 S. F. Drury. 



Rev. Geo. R. Merrill, 
44 Wm. R. Seaver, 

Mr. Watson Loud, 
44 Amos Gould. 
44 Wells R. Martin. 



^Representing the State Association. 
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Rev. H. N. Burton,* 
Zachary Eddy, 
H. R Williams, 
Richard Cord ley, 
John B. Davison, 
A. H. Fletcher, 
J. L. Patton, 



At Detroit, 1877. 

Rev. J. Morgan Smith, Rev. J. F. Gay lord, 
" P. F. McClelland, Mr. James B. Angell,< 



Moses Smith, 
O. H. Spoor, 
II. Butterfleld, 
O. B. Waters, 
Geo. William*, 



Allen Fish, 
C. B. Stebblns, 
J. Webster Childs, 
James B. Humphrey. 
K. S. Lacey. 



Rev. 1/eroy Warren,* 
" M. W. Fairfield, 
A. Hastings Rons, 

• W. F. Day, 

'• F. S. Hayden, 

• J. Morgan Smith, 

• L. F. Waldo, 



At St. Louih, 1880. 

Rev. J. D. Millard, 
• J. W. Hough, 
•• L. P. Spelman, 
" T. P. Prudden, 
*• J. Newton Brown, 
" W. B. Williams, 

Richard Woodworth, 



Rev. Richard Lewis, 
Mr. Geo. M. Lane, 
" James Gallup, 
" Ira J. Saunders, 
• H. O. Hitchcock, 
K. F. Grablll. 



At Concord, N. H., 18811. 



Rev. A. Hastings Ross,* 
" Moses Smith, 
«' W. C. Calland, 



Rev. W. W. Lyle, 
" C. O. Brown, 
" John Van Antwerp. 



Mr. Win. Chamberlain.* 
" Byron M. Cutcheon,* 
" Philo Parsons. 



Rev. A. Hastings Ross," 
" W. H. Ryder,* 

C. F. Van Auken, 
'• Chas. E. Taggert, 
- W. H. Davis, 

W. I. Hunt, 

W.C Calland, 
'• Fayette Hurd, 
• Richard Lewis, 

Franklin Noble, 



At Chicago, 18815. 

Rev. A. R. Merriain, 
John Sailor, 

• W. G. Puddefoot, 
W. C. Allen. 

• M. M. Martin. 
1 P. W. Perry, 

'• Leroy Warren, 
" L. F. Waldo, 
" J. C. Van Auken, 
H. R. Williams, 



Rev. E. T. Branch, 
Mr. C A. Gowor,* 
• Wm. Gill, 
" Allen Brewer, 
•• James B. Angel I, 
*• Geo. Parsons, 
C. C. Ellsworth, 
G. W. Keyes, 
•• A. A. Luce. 



Rev. C. H. Beale,* 
" P. R. Hurd," 
" W. R Seaver. 
" A. Hastings Ross, 
" o. C. Bailey, 



At Worcester, 1889. 



Rev 



A. H. Norris, 
A. B. Cochran, 
" Leroy Warren, 
«• John Cooper, 

At Minneapolis, 1892. 



Mr. Wm. H. Strong,* 
" H. J. Holllster, 
" E. K. Potter, 
Geo. A. Smith. 



Rev. Prof. Jos. Estabrook * Rev. A. M. Brodie, 



H. P. DeForrcst,* 
Jesse Povey, 
A. Hastings Ross, 
Geo. C. Empson, 
J as. E. Smith, 

D. F. Bradley, 

E. a Shaw, 



John Jefferies, 

C. DeW. Brower, 

D. R. Atkins, 
J. N. Taf t, 
Richard Lewis, 
W. B. Williams, 



Rev. W. W. Lyle, 
Mr. B. M. Cutcheon,* 
" W. H. Burr, 
" W. J. Mulford, 
" Geo. Parsons, 
Prof. E. A. Strong, 
" Geo. N. Ellis. 



*Representing the State Association. 
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CORPORATE MEMBERS OF THE AMERICAN BOARD 

FROM MICHIGAN. 



Year of 
Election. 

1838 

1861 

1851 

1867 

1867 

1871 

1874 

1876 

1876 

1882 

1883 

1886 

1886 

1880 

1891 

1802 



*Eurotas P. Hastings, Esq., 
Rev. Harvey D. Kitchel, D. D., 

*Hon. Charles Noble, 
Hon. Solomon L. Witney, 
Rev. Philo R Hurd, D. D., 
Phllo Parsons, Esq. 
Rev. Richard Cordley, D. D., 
Rev. Zachary Eddy, D. D., 
Rev. Moses Smith, 
James li. Angell, LL.D. 
Rev. H. Q. Butterfleld, D. D. 
Rev. A. Hastings Ross, D. D. 
Hon. Byron M. Cutcheon. 
Rev. W. A. Waterman, 
Rev. William H. Davis, D. 1). 
George Parsons, Esq. 



"Presbyterian. 



Resigned in I860. 
Resigned in. 1880. 
Died in 1875. 
Died In 1886. 
Resigned in 1802. 

Removed to Kansas in 1878. 
Died in 1801. 

Removed to Illinois in im. 



Removed to Illinois in 1801. 



Digitized by Google 



gitized by Google 



THE FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY 



THE OPENING SERMON. 



BY REV. WILLIAM H. DAVI8, D. D. 

Fathers and Brethren : 

Our text to-night is in the letter to the Philippian church, 
the 3rd chapter and the 13th verse: "Forgetting the things 
which are behind, and stretching forward to the things which 
are before." 

The words are athletic, and they smack of the circus, where 
in the dust and noise of the amphitheatre the races are run; 
where each driver, like Ben-IIur, leans over the front-board of 
his chariot, and with lash and shout pushes his horses on to 
the finish. So says the apostle — I stretch forward and lean as 
a driver over his horses, toward the great coming prizes of the 
Christian faith. It is a pictorial and nervous way of showing 
that in the Christian life the best things are always in front. 
Not that Paul had bathed in that mythological river of forget - 
fulness — that the past had grown dim, or that his memory had 
become outlawed, for that voice and vision at the Damascus 
gate rang always in his ears, and flashed always in his eyes — 
that sojourn in Arabia with God and the stillness of his own 
soul, those missionary journeys that took him to the compass 
points of the Roman empire, those churches planted in peril 
and persecution, and every one of them carried a section of his 
heart, those meager and sweet conquests of the first century — 
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these are all behind, and therefore they are graven on the fur- 
rowed face of the old man, as well as upon his memory. Ah, 
no; the past was not blotted out, for it held the gospels and the 
human life of Jesus Christ, and the scenes of Golgotha and the 
garden. Therefore, as David said of Jerusalem, so this man 
of Tarsus might have said, " If I forget thee, let my right hand 
forget her cunning, and my tongue cleave to the roof of my 
mouth." But all this apostolic pioneering, this seed-sowing, 
and this personal experience and growth is as nothing com- 
pared with those coming triumphs of peace and growth in the 
history of the Christian faith ; they are as the gray streaks of 
the dawn over against the meridian light, as green blades over 
against the rustling music of the meadows, so vast and so 
grand are the unfolding powers of love and truth and life in 
the gospel of God's Son. So dazzling was the vision of Chris- 
tian millenniums that Paul for a time absolutely forgot the 
captivity and the shipwrecks, the controversies and the fail- 
ures — ah, the very successes, save as stern-lights they flashed 
their warning and their cheer into his eye and into his heart. 
Here js the difference between Paul, the apostle, and the twelve. 
They had talked with Him beside the lake and the river; they 
had looked up into His eyes; they had heard the tones of His 
voice. But Paul had never had that privilege. He caught 
one glimpse of the glorified Son of God, and that glimpse al- 
ways graved itself upon his memory, so that his thoughts are 
of the Glorified One and his coming, and their thoughts were 
of what had been in the memorabilia of the past. Here is the 
difference between Paul and the twelve. And the church of 
the living God is Pauline. For ours is the spiritual vision and 
expectation, and therefore we put the ictus of faith and hope 
upon the triumphs which are to come. 

So, fathers, brethren, this text and message fit us to-night 
as we stand upon the shadow line between a great and worthy 
past and a greater and worthier future. We do not for one 
moment forget that our heredity is from afar, when the church 
was a brotherhood in an upper room, and when the faith was 
the remembered story of a life — back into the twilight of the 
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14th century with Wiclif and the Lollards, who even then 
were nick-named " Puritans " because of their demand for the 
simple teaching of this Book and purity of worship — men who 
became the morning stars of the Reformation, not only in 
England and Scotland, but also in Germany and Switzerland 
— back into the historic days of Scrooby and Cromwell — the 
days of Roundhead and Cavalier — where a question of vest- 
ments, under the watering of Providence, becomes the separa- 
tion of a church and state — such memories are woven into the 
fabric of our race liberties. 

Nor are we unmindful of the struggles and the triumphs 
which antedated the organization of Congregational life in this 
territory, annals which stir the blood and moisten the eye as 
we turn the pages. We remember to-night David Bacon, the 
first Protestant, as well as the first Congregational, minister to 
publish the tidings of peace to the Peninsula Territory ; whose 
gifted son was born almost on the site of the old First Church 
in Detroit, as a kind of hostage to the Congregational fortunes 
of this great State. Wo remember Isaac W. Ruggles, who 
stood alone at Pontiac in 1824 as the sole representative of "a 
church without a bishop and a state without a king." John 
D. Pierce, whose parliamentary hand we are able to trace at 
this day in the public-school system of this Commonwealth, 
and whose heart-beat is in the polity of the churches that we 
love. Oren C. Thompson, the evangelist of the St. Clair, and 
the organizer of those Union Churches, which afterwards joined 
the historic and pioneer Eastern Conference of this State. We 
revere the memory of L. Smith Hobart, the father of Michigan 
Congregationalism, who fifty years ago to-night was here at 
the organization of the Jackson Association, and later, in Octo- 
ber, at the organization of the State body, in whose great 
heart and level head was born the conception of the Theologi- 
cal Seminary at Chicago, and born, also, the initial idea of the 
triennial councils of our churches, in the first convention held 
in Michigan City in 1846. The names of those thirteen 
churches and those ten ministers who assembled here, ought 
to-morrow morning to be blazoned upon the walls of this 
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church, that our eyes may read them over again, for it was a 
day of feeble things, when under the plan of union the Congre- 
gational lamb was being swallowed by the Presbyterian lion ; 
when charges of schism were rife, and when threats of the 
withdrawal of home missionary aid were altogether too plenty ; 
when the Hudson river was reckoned even by Andover pro- 
fessors to be the dead line of Congregationalism toward the 
west. But the blood of these New England home missiona- 
ries was full of red republican bioplasts, and they refused to 
make the pilgrim polity geographical, for if it had holding 
power in the dark days of the old colony it certainly had 
cohesion enough for the Western Reserve. Therefore we rev- 
erence their spirit, and the qualities which builded even better 
than they knew. The temper of steel was in them, and the 
tenderness of Christian love. These two qualities whenever 
they are linked together make heroic men and heroic women. 
Therefore we honor them to-night. They were few, but like 
the Spartans who held the Pass at Thermopylae, every man 
counted ten. We honor them as from the 320 churches we 
meet to count our rings of growth, and sing our psalms of 
jubilee. Only two of that historic company are here to-night. 
They have already led your devotions — Harvey Hyde, the pas- 
tor at Saginaw, and Henry L. Hammond, afterwards the 
organizer of the First Church in Detroit — for the pioneer 
ranks have been thinning very fast, until we have left but 
three among our churches, Drs. Hurd and Kodzie and Kidder. 
Of them we say to-night, as was said by eloquent lips, now 
hushed since last we met together, "They stand lone pines 
among us, but they are ever green in the memory and love of 
our souls." But these full-freighted years of magnificent ser- 
vice and of consecrated life are builded into the kingdom of 
God, and therefore they abide. They are builded into us of 
Michigan, and therefore we could not forget them if we would 
— we would not if we could. For the history of these fifty 
years is apostolic in its spirit and also in ita labors; for the 
growth of churches has been recorded, and associations have 
been multiplied, our polity has been elucidated and simplified, 
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and our Christian benevolences have been nurtured and devel- 
oped in our home missionary campaigns with statesmanlike 
policy, until Michigan stands to-night alongside of Massachu- 
setts and Connecticut in the influences that go out from these 
households of faith, as in the number of her churches; such 
memories are fast colors, and, beloved, they are " warranted 
not to fade" in our fellowship. But, as Douglas flung the 
heart of Robert Bruce over into the fore-front of the battle 
against the Saracens, in order to rally the clans back of him to 
a great and victorious advance, so we fling our hopes to-night, 
cradled and rooted in this great and worthy past, into a larger 
and grander future, made possible, ay, prophetic, by those 
whose names are starred ; for greater fulfillments wait upon 
such fidelity and history, and the mission of such a past to tho 
future is as the relation of powder to the bullet — it carries in 
it the possibilities of a great momentum. So, and only so, 
does " the mill grind with the water that is past." Otherwise 
the remembrance of achievement enervates the spiritual and 
also the social muscles, as witness our beggarly living upon 
yesterday's pots of manna, and with the bondage of tradition 
in politics and religion we are all familiar. Too much mem- 
ory, then, makes the soul morbid, intolerant and self-compla- 
cent, unless to us as to the Apostle Paul, the Christian life 
shall open itself as a great boundless country for spiritual con- 
quest and for spiritual growth. Niebuhr, in his lectures upon 
the history of the Romans, tells us that Fabius would rather 
have had Hannibal unconquered at the gates of Rome than 
that his own fame should have been obscured by that of Pub- 
lius Scipio. It is always easy enough to play the part of the 
Fabii, and like Douglas Jerrold's conservative who refused 
to look at the new moon because of that ancient institution, 
the old one, hold to the backward look; easy enough to play 
the part of the Fabii, but Congregationalists are not Fabii, 
because they are Christians, and the great Christian message 
that comes from Providence, and life, and also from the record* 
of this Book, is " to grow and then outgrow ; " therefore it is 
no heresy either to the fathers or to the truth for which they 
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stood, to be Paulino to-night, for Paul's great-heartedness 
came from the largo Eastern look that always went from his 
eyes, and the using of his memory as a momentum, and wings 
to better things and larger life. So may we use our memory, 
as we stand upon the crest of the past half-century and look 
back and look forth; for before us as before the apostle, there 
stretches the golden age of the church of the living God. So 
runs the revelation of the Book from Genesis to the Apoc- 
alypse; so runs the current of the centuries from Mesopo- 
tamia to the land of Canaan. So will Milton's "white-handed 
hope" lead us along into wider ways of faith and love, until 
with Sarah Adams we can sing, " Nearer my God to Thee, 
nearer to Thee." For, materially, the advance of the past fifty 
years hasdiscounted our dreams in the realm of invention and 
of applied power, while the growth of the church in numbers, and 
influence, and wealth, and opportunity, is a tremendous proph- 
ecy of the enlarged powers and the great diversified gifts that 
shall be brought into the treasury of God. 

To have told Cotton Mather that one day we should read 
the debates of the English Parliament six hours before they 
were delivered, or that one day we should send questions and 
obtain answers from our missionaries in China and Egypt 
between sunrise and sunset, would have put us into the witch 
court in the old drug store of Salem ; but these things are 
behind us as we face with greater expectations the days that 
are to come. Also in our own lives that golden age is coming. 
I care not where in the calendar of years you or I may stand 
to-night, for I remember that these words of the text were 
spoken by "Paul the aged;" the gieat epistles had already 
been written, the great missionary journeys had been traveled 
out, and the old man, captive and bent, was waiting in the 
prisons of Nero for his release ; and he said, " Forgetting the 
things that are behind I stretch forward to the things which 
are before." What is true of the apostolic life is true of every 
life, whether our harvesting is here or hereafter. Wo are all 
on "the world's great altar stairs which slope from darkness 
up to God." This, then, is the revelation of the gospel. This. 
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then, is the witness of history, and in the coming millenniums 
of growth and liberty the Congregational churches will have a 
part in the road-building of the future, as they have already 
had in the past — a part for which our traditions and our prin- 
ciples and our polity give magnificent equipment and vast mis- 
sionary possibilities. For historic Congregationalism is trini- 
tarian, not only in its doctrine but also in its politics. It has 
stood for the ethical and spiritual gospel of personal righteous- 
ness always, and against any form or symbol of ecclesiastical 
machinery that failed to bring enrichment of spiritual life to 
the church of God. It has stood for the sovereignty of the 
local church, and its equality of rights and duties, as well as its 
absolute jurisdiction in the administration of its own affairs, 
and yet it has asserted the spiritual and ecclesiastical fellow- 
ship of all the churches in the bonds of counsel, and of sym- 
pathy, and of Christian life. Upon this trinity of principles 
for 270 years the Congregational churches have leavened the 
laud from Plymouth Rock to the Columbia with their princi- 
ples of republicanism. If we have departed from these stand- 
ards let us sound a return in an hour like this, for the stand- 
ard still swings true to the star of our destiny, and also of our 
largest hopes. 

These are the great working principles, we take it, of the 
future. For the gospel of personal righteousness is a needed 
evangel in the life of the modern church. Caesarism in the 
garb of wealth and caste, and priestliness in the shibboleths of 
authority and of ritual, half-way covenants and half-way lives 
and articles of intellectual assent — these are all about us, and 
stealing in upon us, very much as they stole in with " Prince 
Charlie " after the days of Cromwell into the restoration of the 
Bnglisb church. If the church is to stand as old Durham 
Cathedral stood in the border wars, " half house of God, half 
castle 'gainst the Scot, " the mission of the Puritan churches is 
still on. For this principle will place Christian character aud 
personal experience above all credal tests for church member- 
ship; it will unloose that lingering alliance of church and 
state in our polity, against which the Puritau protested in the 
2 
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days of Brewster. It will preserve to every believer his altar 
rights of sacrifice and of worship ; it will elevate the spiritual 
ideal of the church above the letter, and so make possible that 
Christian unity for which wo pray, for not from Lambeth 
propositions, not from " acts of uniformity," but from the pil- 
grim ideas of indwelling love and faith will come the oneness 
•of Christendom. We already evidence our catholicity by our 
works. We immerse, we recite the Apostles' Creed, we pray 
the Lord's Prayer in concert, we read the Psalms responsively 
in our service, and we touch elbows with all sorts and condi- 
tions of men ecclesiastically in the common philanthropies of 
life ; we respect the rights of private judgment, and yet we 
love the songs and symbols of the historic faith. We recog- 
nize lay ordination, and we believe in apostolic succession, 
whenever it is backed up by apostolic success. So, beloved, 
we box the compass in our principles, and yet we keep true to 
the pilgrim spirit, which puts no barrier about the common- 
wealths of God, either of color or of climate, or of creed, that 
makes the gospel of the atonement of Jesus Christ the fence- 
line that stretches away into the clear of the great catholic 
communion of the saints. While in these twin pillars of our 
polity which flank the doorway of our ecclesiastical coming in 
and going out — the independence of the church on the one 
side, and the fellowship of the churches on the other side — we 
see, if we mistake not, the great watchwords of the coming 
time, liberty and brotherhood, for Congregationalism has always 
shrined itself in civil rights as well as in the freedom of the 
soul. It stood back of Marston Moor and Naseby; it stood 
back of Bunker Hill and the farmers of Middlesex; it stood 
back of the emancipation of the slave ; it was the spirit of our 
polity that nerved old John Endicott to cut with one swing of 
his sword the red cross out of the Colonial flag in the market 
place at Salem. Everywhere and always Congregationalism 
has consorted with liberty of body and liberty of soul, and so 
it always must, not only for the sake of its traditions but for 
the sake of the coming republic of God, — liberty of opinion, 
liberty of doctrine between the covers of this Book must be 
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ours, liberty of reverent research in all departments of the 
truth, theological or scientific, from the study of Charles Dar- 
win, in Down, to the higher criticism of Isaiah. 

Liberty of life and liberty of deed, under the great simple 
contract of personal loyalty to Jesus Christ — that is, the lib- 
erty of the Pilgrim churches that have been, and it is the 
great mission of these churches in the days to come — a mis- 
sion which has made them an asylum for reverent and devout 
souls, who have been unable to float in the sentiment of a neg- 
ative creed or church, or in the agnosticisms of a material 
philosophy, and yet who have been unablo to give their signa- 
ture of subscription to symbols of Westminster or Geneva — 
those anachronisms of a nineteenth century theology. These 
churches have been an asylum to such souls, and they will be 
a larger asylum, if we mistake not, in the days to come than 
in the days gone by ; a mission which fits the genius of our 
institutions as none other, and as Phillips Brooks said of the 
Episcopal Church, "If it is to have powerful life in this cen- 
tury it will come from the completer identification of itself 
with the genius of American institutions." What is true of 
that church is doubly true of ours ; and one of the funda- 
mental principles of such church life is " no taxation without 
representation." A mission which will feed the growing 
instincts of the growing soul, as we walk towards the light 
which old John Eobinson said would be larger and larger from 
the pages of this Book. 

The broadest liberty, then, within evangelical lines, has 
been the historic and the providential path of the Congrega- 
tional churches, and this we conceive to be the principle of the 
future as well as the pledge of their culminating power ; and 
joined to this freedom of faith is the spirit of a great brother- 
hood — a brotherhood with man — black and white, and yellow 
and red, so democratic that it shall widen the Jaw of neighbor- 
hood into the circumference of the world, and so quick in its 
response to the appeals of ignorance and need, and of sorrow 
and sin, that it shall stand with Greenwood and Penry for 
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"reformation without tarrying," against all wrongs that trip 
the feet and stain the souls of men. 

* 

With these simple principles we have made the trail of the 
past worthy and white. With these same principles, beloved, 
we shall face the future, with calm and reverent hope, " For- 
getting the things which are behind, and pressing forward to 
the.things which are before, toward the mark of the prize of 
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus our Lord." 



■ 
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OUR JUBILEE— AN HISTORICAL DISCOURSE. 



BY REV. PHILO R. HURD, D. D. 



*' A jubilee shall that fiftieth year be unto you. "—Leviticus XXV : 11. 

The recurrence of every fiftieth year in the Jewish calen- 
der marked, by Divine appointment, an epoch in the nation's 
history. It was called the year of jubilee ; in other words, the 
year of rejoicing, because all past failures were then to be 
retrieved and a new start in life given to as many as might 
have fallen by the way. "With great pomp and ceremony was 
it celebrated, awakening among the more prosperous many 
tender recollections of the good hand of their God, which, dur- 
ing all these years, had been upon them and begetting in them 
many fruitful resolutions of a higher devotion to His excellent 
service in the future. Just what that joyous occasion was to 
those who participated in it, it may be difficult for us, at this 
distant day, fully to understand. It will help us to approxi- 
mate such an understanding of it, perhaps, if it be considered 
that it must have been to them very much what the Fourth of 
July and Thanksgiving Day, rolled into one, in their most en- 
thusiastic observance, would be to us. 

But it is not worth while to dwell upon that ancient jubi- 
lee. We have one of our own on hand to-night. Fifty years 
ago, on this very spot, " The General Association of the Con- 
gregational Ministers and Churches of Michigan" began its 
organized existence, and we are here for the purpose of cele- 
brating that glad event. 

Strictly speaking, however, it should be observed that our 
half-century does not end until the 12th of October next, for 
it was on that day in the year 1842 that the organization was 
consummated. But as this annual meeting comes the nearest 
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to that date, it will be convenient to consider the period as 
already complete and to regulate our observance accordingly. 

This discourse is expected to deal, for the most part, with 
the facts of history. But what \n history? Whence does it 
come? Or from what causes does it spring? It certainly is 
no mere spontaneous production. It is rather a development. 
Its roots may be traced running far back into the dim and 
shadowy past. The witty Autocrat of the Breakfast Table. 
Dr. Holmes, was once asked when the education of a child 
should commence. "Several generations before the child is 
born," was his characteristic reply — a reply fraught with quite 
as much wisdom as wit, for it takes into account the all-per- 
vading fact of heredity, which in these modern days is coming 
more and more to the front. It is this significant fact of hered- 
ity which comprises about all that we now wish to conserve 
in the old and much-debated doctrine of original sin. Through 
our connection with our sinning progenitors and with the 
numerous lapsed generations that have preceded us, the form- 
ation of a thoroughly upright character, by our own unaided 
strength, has become exceedingly difficult, not to say impossi- 
ble. The obstacles to be encountered are so formidable that it 
requires great force of purpose and great perseverance, accom- 
panied by a divine quickening, to overcome them. And what 
is true of individuals is no less true of communities or associ- 
ated bodies. They, too, sometimes, have behind them an her- 
itage of disabilities which will be sure to block every proposed 
advancement, only to be overcome by the most strenuous exer- 
tions favored by providential interpositions. Our Congrega- 
tionalism in this state, as we now have it, is by no means ex- 
empt from this great law of heredity. In order that its his- 
tory during the last half-century may be duly apprehended, 
therefore, it will be necessary to go back of this period some- 
what and notice the conditions out of which it was born. And 
in its wonderful birth, under these hard conditions, the over- 
ruling hand of a Divine Providence, unless 1 greatly mistake, 
will be as distinctly discerned as in the delivery of a soul from 
the thralldom of sin. 
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The fathers of Congregationalism, it is well known, were 
imbued with an all-absorbing zeal for ecclesiastical freedom. 
Most manfully did they contend for it against all opposition, 
pationtly submitting, for its sake, to all sorts of hardship- — to 
persecution, to the loss of worldly goods, to imprisonment and 
banishment from their native land. And this early zoal of 
theirs was directed no less against Presbytery than against 
Prelacy. Nothing, however plausible or promising — abso- 
lutely nothing, would they allow to stand between them and 
the liberty wherewith Christ makes His people free. And this 
complete freedom they continued to assort so long as it seemed 
to be threatened from without. But the time at length came 
when all such threatening ceased; when, with the attainment 
of civil liberty in their wilderness home, this higher ecclesias- 
tical freedom was secure. And then came the time of real dan- 
ger. Security bred carelessness, and carelessness indifference, 
and indifference the hidings of the enemy's approaches. 
These approaches were insidious. They came under the guise 
of friendship, in a plausible "plan" for the "union" of forces 
against the common foe. But mark the kind of plan proposed. 
Was it one by which equal advantages would be likely to be 
reaped on both sides? That it was so in words may be admit- 
ted, but in practice it was quite different. Instead of that it 
might better have been called " a plan to shut up Congrega- 
tionalism in this country forever within the narrow bounds of 
New England and to turn over all the rest of our wide domain 
into the grasping clutches of Presbyterianism." For, whatever 
may have been intended, that, as tho plan was administered, 
was the actual result — a result very easily brought about by 
the one single fact that all, both ministers and churches, were 
expected to join the Presbytery. The State of New York fur- 
nishes a striking example of its working. Most of the churches 
formed in that great state during the earlier years of the pres- 
ent century, though largely of Congregational origin, it is well 
known, became in this way Presbyterian and remain so to 
the present day. Very much the same may bo said of north- 
ern Ohio. And had that one-sided plan been allowed to con- 
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tinue, the same fate must have inevitably befallen all the rest 
of our vast territory, stretching on towards the Pacific Ocean. 
It raised a tidal wave of Presbyterianism, which, beginning at 
the Hudson River, threatened to engulf the entire land, and 
which, after sweeping over New York and northern Ohio, 
received its first serious check in its westward march in the 
organization of our Association. Its promise of continuance 
was certainly very flattering. Everything seemed to favor it. 
Even the first Theological Seminary, which was established in 
Congregational New England, at Andover, Mass., in 1808, had 
a Presbyterian in its chief chair; and upon this important 
subject of church polity, not a single word of instruction was 
in those earlier days ever given. Only the sage advice that, 
when any of the students should be called to exercise their 
ministry on the other side of the Hudson River, they had bet- 
ter join the Presbytery — advice which, at that early day. they 
generally took ; and through the love of power, once tasted, 
very many of them became in time the staunchest adherents 
to that form of church government. 

Such, then, were the hard conditions out of which our 
Michigan Congregationalism was born — with everything seem- 
ingly against it. The wonder certainly is that it ever saw the 
light, or that, being born, it continued to maintain anything 
more than an ephemeral or sickly existence. 

But, thanks to a kind Providence, during the last part of 
the first half of the present century, a manifest change had 
come over the spirit of our polity in its ancient seat. The 
New England churches had begun to see their grand mistake 
in yielding themselves thus to the somnolency of indifference, 
and selling their precious heritage of freedom for what proved 
far less than a mess of pottage — giving over their sons and 
daughters to a bondage which their fathers could not endure. 
And this mistake they earnestly set themselves to correct. 
Why — they began to inquire — may not the same free pol- 
ity under which our fathers prospered so well in hewing out 
for themselves a home in the wilderness of New England — 
why may it not be equally protective to our children, as, under 
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similiar conditions, they push their way into the uninhabited 
regions of the West? Particularly did this burning question 
begin to be agitated by the young men who at this period 
thronged our seminaries, among whom the long-neglected 
study of church government had been revived. Under the 
mild constraints of this study they soon found themselves thor- 
oughly imbued with the principles ot the fathers, and on every 
hand thej T might have been seen busy in the preparation of 
suitable Articles of Faith for the new churches they hoped to 
be permitted to form in the new territories to which their eyes 
were turned, and of constitutions for the associations into 
which these churches might be gathered, after the New Eng- 
land pattern. 

Among these young men was my early friend and class- 
mate, L. Smith Hobart, who may justly be called the father 
of organized Congregationalism in Michigan. He was from 
central New York, where he had witnessed the absorption of 
our Congregational element by a rival denomination. The 
sight had stirred his righteous spirit to its very depths, and 
had produced in him the resolution to do what in him lay to 
stem the tide in that direction. After his graduation from the 
Theological Seminary, at New Haven, Conn., in 1840, his steps 
were providentially directed to this then new State, where 
everything, both secular and religious, was in the gristle, 
awaiting the moulding touch of some master hand to form it 
into shape. 

Mr. Hobart was called to the pastorate of the small and 
struggling church of Union City, in the western part of the 
State. His nearest ministerial neighbor was the Kev. John P. 
Cleveland, of Marshall. Mr. Cleveland had left the pastorate 
of the Presbyterian Church in Detroit, and had removed to 
Marshall to take charge of the enterprise of establishing a Uni- 
versity in that place, Not long after Mr. Hobart's arrival, he 
was kindly invited by Mr. Cleveland tb attend the meeting of 
the Presbytery, accompanied by the expression of the hope 
that he would see his way clear to join it, as most of the min- 
isters coming into the state had already done. Mr. Hobart 
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very promptly replied that he was a Congregationalism " Oh f 
well," rejoined Mr. Cleveland, " that makes no difference. So 
was I when at the East. But here the case is changed. We 
all go in to make a strong body. Therto is no Congregational 
organization in this part of the State. You will find yourself 
quite at home with us, and I think you will like us. You had 
better join us." Mr. Hobart very decidedly replied that he 
must not be expected to join them. On another occasion var- 
ious other considerations were again urged upon him by this* 
same brother with the same end in view, among which wa* 
this — that " Presbytery is a strong government, just the thing 
for the West. The people here are head-strong and restive. 
They need to be controlled by a strong hand. Congregation- 
alism will never do for this region. It is too weak." Mr. 
Cleveland had learned his lesson well. These were the stock 
arguments employed for proselytism in those days — arguments 
scarcely less complimentary, it must be confessed, to the intel- 
ligence of the one party than to that of the other. And when 
these arguments seemed likely to prove unavailing there was 
no hesitancy in resorting to what may very appropriately be 
called "the Home Missionary scare." Very gravely was the 
newly-arrived minister told that unless he joined the Presby- 
tery he must not expect Homo Missionary aid. Thus was it 
sought to catch men with guile in turning them from the ways 
of the fathers. Just as though an inspired apostle had not 
long ago decided that the humblest and weakest disciple of 
the Lord Jesus is far better qualified to judge between con- 
tending brethren than the proudest prelate or presbyter that 
ever figured in a mis-called church court, and as though, at 
that very time, fully two-thirds of the funds of the American 
Home Missionary Society did not come from Congregational 
sources. But weak as these arguments must be allowed to be. 
they were not wholly in vain for the purpose for which they 
were employed. And what, perhaps, was quite as bad, if not 
worse, the echo of them sounded back to the old home 
churches, and begat in them a lingering distrust of the few 
faithful ones who, on going out from them, had dared to assert 
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the principles in which they had been reared — a distrust 
which it took years of diligent labor to remove. 

As Mr. Cleveland's name has been so freely mentioned, 
it may, perhaps, be due to his memory to say in passing, that 
he seems to have repented of his unnatural zeal in trying to 
turn the sons of the Pilgrims from the ways of the fathers. 
For, on the failure of his University scheme at Marshall, we 
find him returning to his native heath, and to the Congrega- 
tional fold, and shortly after becoming a member of the famous 
Albany Council, whose sole object was to build up in the 
West what he had sought so diligently to tear down. 

But to return. There was one man whom none of these 
things could move, and that man was Mr. Hobart. He had 
come to Michigan with the set purpose, not only to preach the 
gospel, but also to unfurl the banner of a distinct Congrega- 
tionalism, and, under its ample folds, to lead back the descend- 
ants of the Pilgrims to the forsaken ways of the fathers. And 
from this purpose he was not to be turned aside by any dis- 
couragements, however formidable. It was nothing to his 
bold spirit that the enemy already had possession of the field 
and was securely intrenched, nor that the forces on which he 
was mainly to rely had been allured within the enemy's lines. 
All those disadvantages he courageously purposed to surmount. 

Mr. Hobart preached his first sermon in Union City on 
Nov. 8th, 1840. Immediately after his arrival he began to 
survey the ground to ascertain how the cause so dear to his 
heart could best be promoted. To his great joy he learned 
that, in the extreme eastern part of the state, a move- 
ment in the same direction had already, in that very year, 
been begun. On the 12th of the preceding May, 1840, the 
Eastern Association and Conference had been organized The 
same thing must now be done for his part of the State. 

Steps were soon taken by the little church in Union City 
for Mr. Hobart's ordination, which occurred on the 13th of 
Jan., 1841. Along with the letters missive sent out to gather 
for that purpose a council from the neighboring churches, a 
call was also sent, by consent of the church, for the assembling 
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of a convention, immediately after the ordination, for the for- 
mation of a conference of the churches. The call was prompt- 
ly responded to: the convention was convened. The matter 
was duly explained by Mr. Hobart; a suitable constitution, 
prepared by him, presented and adopted ; and the Marshall Con- 
ference^ — now the Olivet — became an accomplished fact, with 
a constituency of some eight or nine churches. 

In the course of the following year, as Mr. Hobart gained 
a better acquaintance with the drift of affairs about him, he 
was forced to the conclusion that, if Congregationalism ever 
became strong and efficient in the state, it would need to be 
pushed with vigor, and that a General Association should be 
formed as soon as another local body could be organized — on 
the principle, probably, that a three-fold cord is not easily 
broken. Most diligently, therefore, did he set himself to work 
to supply this romaing strand to the cord. By correspondence 
with several ministers in and about Jackson, he became con- 
vinced that the desired third conference could be formed there, 
which, with characteristic ardor, he urged these ministers to 
bring about as soon as possible. And so, on the 17th of the 
following month of May, 1842, the Jackson Conference was 
formed. Everything now seemed favorable to the organiza- 
tion of a state body. Accordingly, Mr. Hobart suggested to 
the brethren of the newly-formed Jackson Conference, that 
they issue a general call for a convention to assemble at Jack- 
son — as that was the most central, and therefore the most con- 
venient, place of meeting — for the organization of a General 
Association of the State. His suggestion was promptly acted 
on at a meeting of the Conference held on July 6th, 1842, and 
on the 11th of October following the convention met, and on 
the next day, Oct. 12th, " The General Association of the Con- 
gregational Ministers and Churches of Michigan" was duly 
organized. There were present at that initial meeting ten 
ministers and ten delegates of the churches, most of whom 
have since passed into the unseen. 

The Constitution and Articles of Faith, then adopted, 
remained, with slight alterations from time to time, until 1871, 
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when, because they seemed somewhat antiquated, they were 
exchanged for those which now appear in our minutes. The 
slight change in the name of the body, because of its obvious 
significance, will not fail to be noted. At first it read, " The 
Ministers and Churches," thus giving to the ministers the 
place of honor. It now reads, " The Churches and Ministers," 
thus indicating one of the fundamental principles of Congre- 
gationalism, that ministers are for the churches, and not the 
churches for the ministers. 

The body, it will be seen, was but small at first, and many 
were the prophecies of its failure. But the men who were in 
it were in dead earnest. The word " failure " was not in their 
vocabulary. They were determined, not only to win, but to 
deserve, success. And so, in spite of the opposition they had 
every reason to expect, they proposed to keep right on in the 
even tenor of their way. 

The expected opposition was not long delayed. The Pres- 
byterians, by virtue of the Plan of Union, claimed the state as 
their peculiar province, and looked upon any of the affiliated 
denomination who should presume practically to question this 
claim as interlopers and schismatics. Accordingly, they were 
not slow to denounce the movement and throw all manuer of 
obstacles in its way. 

A little incident will serve to show the feeling with which 
they regarded it In those days it was customary, among the 
different denominations, to maintain a friendly correspond- 
ence with one another by an interchange of delegates to their 
respective annual meetings. In compliance with this custom, 
our General Association, at its first meeting, appointed for 
this laudable purpose, a delegate to attend the meeting of the 
Michigan Synod, which was soon to convene. Accordingly, 
the delegate made his appearance on the floor of the Synod, 
announced the name of the body he represented, and requested 
for it the opening of a fraternal correspondence. No sooner 
had he taken his seat than he who was esteemed the leader of 
the body arose, turned his eyes in every direction, and, in sar- 
castic tones, inquired, "What is the General Association of 
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Michigan? Where is the General Association of Michigan?" 
Just as if it was too insignificant to command notice, or too 
infinitesimal to be discerned, except by the aid of a microscope. 

But the opposition with which the organization oi our 
body was thus met very happily soon subsided, and the two 
denominations, occupying the same ground, assumed relations 
quite friendly and fraternal — relations which, I am glad to say, 
have been pleasantly maintained to the present time. 

More and more evident did it become every day, that par- 
ties of such divergent principles were far better apart than 
together; that if the union was a mistake for the one because 
of the circumscription thus practically put upon its bounda- 
ries, it was equally a mistake for the other, because of the ele- 
ment of discord and division thus introduced into its counsels. 
Already, because of it, had the great Presbyterian body been 
rent in sunder, and, through the alien theology which came in 
with it, it seemed to give promise of a perpetual strife — a 
promise which has by no means been annulled by the separa- 
tion. When the source of the disturbances which now so pro- 
foundly agitate that venerable body is carefully sought, it will 
be found, if I do not greatly mistake, right here — in the inev- 
itable clashing of these two diverse theologies which have 
obtained a home within its bosom, and which are represented 
in the two prominent but mildly hostile eastern Seminaries of 
the church. These two theologies, like the twins in the old 
Patriarchal story, have been long struggling together in the 
womb of the church, and seem destined to continue the strug- 
gle until the decree, " The elder shall serve the younger," shall, 
as in the other case, have received its accomplishment. That 
a union fraught with such serious troubles ought to be termi- 
nated, became as evident to the one party, as, for different rea- 
sons, it was to the other. It therefore soon quietly went into 
desuetude, with none to mourn its departure, leaving each oi 
the high contracting parties free to pursue its own way, with 
none to molest or make afraid. 

Our Association, it has already been said, was, at its organ- 
ization, but a small affair. But it did not long remain small. 
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At once it soems to have shot up into quite respectable dimen- 
sions. The banner of a pure and distinct Congregationalism 
once unfurled, nearly all of the old Pilgrim faith in the state, 
both ministers and churches, seemed ready to gather around 
it. Not all at once, but gradually, as the interests of harmony 
would allow. Some few, indeed, there were, that had been so 
securely caught in the meshes of the net which had been 
spread for them, as never to be able to escape. Curious evi- 
dences of this are found in the fact that some of the older Pres- 
byterian churches in the State, which were at first Congrega- 
tional, still retain their original corporate name in the society 
through which alone their finances can be legally managed, 
thus furnishing a perpetual reminder of their perversion. 
But by far the larger part rallied, in due time, to the old 
familiar standard. So large was the immediate growth of the 
Association that, according to the statistical report of 1846 — 
only three years and a half after the organization, it will be 
noticed — it was found to contain no less than six conferences, 
forty-two ministers and fifty-six churches, with a membership 
of two thousand three hundred and thirty-two. 

One instrumentality which greatly contributed to its 
growth, was the publication, by Mr. Hobart, of a monthly 
paper called " The Michigan Congregationalist," the object of 
which was to enlighten the public as to the real nature and 
principles of our church polity; to distinguish it from the 
Presbyterian notions with which it had become much con- 
founded, and to defend our free system from the misapprehen- 
sions and slanders which were current concerning it. This 
paper, published at this critical time, served an excellent pur- 
pose ; and though it cost Mr. Hobart more than two hundred 
dollars beyond what he received in return — a pretty large 
sum, at that time, for a poor Home Missionary on a small sal- 
ary, to expend — he never regretted it, but always considered 
it an excellent investment. 

Prom this time on, the growth of the body was absolutely 
phenomenal. At the close of the first decade, 1852, it con- 
tained seven conferences, seventy -two ministers and eighty- 
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seven churches, with a membership of three thousand eight 
hundred aud thirty-two. At the close of the second decade, 
1862, the number of the conferences had not increased, but the 
ministers numbered one hundred and four, and the churches 
one hundred and thirty-five, with a membership of seven thou- 
sand four hundred and thirty -seven. The third decade, 1872, 
gives nine conferences, one hundred and fifty-six ministers, 
and one hundred and seventy-nine churches, containing nine 
thousand one hundred and forty-three members. At the end 
of the fourth decade there were fourteen conferences, two hun- 
dred and nineteen ministers, and two hundred and fifty-five 
churches, with a membership of sixteen thousand nine hun- 
dred and fifty-seven, which raised Michigan to the rank of 
second among the States in the number of its churches and 
sixth in the number of members. It also carried our Associa- 
tion, in the number of its churches, far out of sight of its com- 
petitor, the Synod. The fifth decade brings us down to the 
present period, and swells the number of conferences to seven- 
teen, the number of ministers to two hundred and ninety, the 
number of churches to three hundred and nineteen, with three 
added since the opening of the year, containing twenty-four 
thousand six hundred and thirty-three members. 

And now, if the full reason for this remarkable growth is 
sought, it will be found, unquestionably, first of all in the 
blessing of God upon the earnest activity and faithfulness of 
our churches and their pastors in building the walls of our 
spiritual Jerusalem, and in their unflinching adherence to the 
unadulterated principles of the Pilgrim polity. Much is also 
due to the increasing popularity of a free government in the 
church as well as in the State. But conspiring with these 
causes others of a more general nature deserve to bo mentioned. 

The entire Congregational body throughout the land seems 
to have thrown off its Kip Van Winkle slumber of years and 
to have awakened to a new sense of the dignity of its high 
calling as the representative of the ancient freedom which 
obtained in the early church. 

This new awakening was first manifested by a Convention 
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of ministers and delegates of the churches, both East and West, 
held at Michigan City, Ind., in the year 1846. This Conven- 
tion, which was really a Michigan affair, it having been both 
originated and engineered by Mr. Hobart, had a most salutary 
effect upon the interests of the denomination. Not only did it 
serve to concentrate attention upon our languishing Congre- 
gationalism, but also to bring the churches of the East and 
West into a better acquaintance with each other, and thus to 
correct certain misunderstandings which had been drawing 
them apart. It also paved the way for the Albany Council of 
1852, which gave a still greater impetus to the cause, and pre- 
pared the public mind for the far more influential Council 
which was held in Boston, Mass., in 1865, and finally, for 
the establishment of a permanent Triennial National Coun- 
cil which was inaugurated at Oberlin, O., in 1871, and which 
was welcomed with great unanimity and cordiality by the 
churches of this body. This last seems to have placed the 
crown upon our Moved Congregationalism, to have unified it 
without compromising the cherished autonomy of the churches, 
and thus to have armed it for better aggressive service against 
the kingdom of darkness and for still more glorious conquests 
in the future. Unless I am greatly mistaken, it will prove to 
us what organization is to an army, enabling us to throw our 
combined force against a given point and thus to secure the 
greatest possible results. Most grateful should we be for the 
new measure of wisdom vouchsafed to our counsels in these 
latter days. Its-auguries for the future are exceedingly pro- 
pitious. Just as the union of these free and independent States 
challenges the admiration of the nations and awakens in them 
a longing for similar conditions, so the union of these free and 
independent churches, scattered over our broad land, can hard- 
ly fail to challenge the admiration of the people of God in the 
ages to come, and thus become to them a powerful incentive to 
break away from all the trammels of ecclesiastical authority in 
which they may be held. 
Theological education early received the attention of this 
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became evident that the East could not long be depended on to 
supply them with the requisite number of ministers, but that 
these would have to be raised up among themselves. The 
matter was freely canvassed in private, but no public move- 
ment was made concerning it until 1853. At the meeting of 
the General Association of that year Mr. Hobart brought it 
before the body in the form of a carefully prepared plan of 
Theological Education. His plan was freely discussed, and a 
committee appointed to examine it and report at the next 
annual meeting. At that meeting the committee brought in a 
favorable report, which was unanimously adopted, and the 
Secretary directed to correspond with the other ecclesiastical 
bodies of the Northwest, with the view of securing their ap- 
proval and cooperation. And thus was started the movement 
which resulted in the establishment of the Chicago Theologi- 
cal Seminary — an institution which has already more than 
met the fondest anticipations of its founders, and which prom- 
ises to be a fountain of untold blessings to the churches in all 
coming time. In this institution our Michigan churches have 
endowed a Professorship, which bears the name of the State 
as well as of its chief donor, the late Mrs. Sweetser, of Port 
Huron. 

The higher education has also not been overlooked. Dur- 
ing more than three-fifths of the period now under review, 
these churches have helped to sustain a Christian College at 
Olivet, which, after many hard struggles, is now in a most 
flourishing condition and gives pleasing promise of increasing 
success in the future. But because the College has never had 
any organic connection with this body, and because another 
denomination has shared with us its burdens, I seem pre- 
cluded, in this historical sketch, from anything beyond a bare 
recognition of it, and of its great usefulness. If the union of 
these two denominations in church work, once entered upon 
with such large expectations, proved a failure, that, I am 
happy to bear witness, cannot be said of the conduct of the 
College. From the very first the utmost cordiality and har- 
mony have prevailed. And if henceforth the other party shall 
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see fit to withdraw from the partnership, as they seem about 
to do, to sustain a College of their own, our heartiest good 
wishes and most fervent prayers for their success will go with 
them. 

Our Association has not been averse to " modern improve- 
ments" in Congregationalism. In everything but the funda 
mental principle of the autonomy of the churches, so far as 
these improvements have been dictated by a " sanctified com- 
mon sense," and have seemed to give a better expression to 
our ecclesiastical fellowship, it has rather welcomed them. 
Permit me to make one or two specifications. 

I mention first the matter of ministerial standing. Differ- 
ences in respect to this, you are aware, have existed from the 
beginning. While some have held that a minister's standing 
should be in his church, others have insisted that it should be 
in the conference or association of the churches, thus introduc- 
ing confusion into our counsels and rendering it extremely dif- 
ficult, in some instances, to visit delinquent ministers with 
appropriate discipline. Here, then, was there an obvious occa- 
sion for the interposition of the National Council. Accord- 
ingly, as early as 1877, the matter was brought before that 
body by a memorial from a local association, and after passing 
the ordeal of several committees, and a thorough discussion 
covering several years, with varied fortunes, it was finally 
decided at the meeting of 1886 in Chicago, "that Congrega- 
tional ministerial standing should be lodged in an Association 
or Conference of the Churches, and that our local Conferences 
and State organizations should make such modifications of their 
constitutions as may be requisite to the assumption of so grave 
a responsibility." The point I wish to make here is, that this 
is precisely the position taken by our Association from nearly 
the very first, and further, that that wise decision was largely 
due to the earnest and able advocacy of our representatives in 
the Council. The source of Congregational authority, like the 
star of empire — may it not be said without offence — has, dur- 
ing the last few years, been gradually traveling westward. 
No longer is it sought in Massachusetts, its ancient seat, 
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but in Michigan. May it never find a lew worthy resting 
place. * 

Allow me to just allude to one other topic. It is the mat- 
ter of local councils — how they should be constituted. The 
old rule was, you are aware, that they should be composed of 
churches from the vicinage. But this term "vicinage" has, 
in practice, become exceedingly elastic, stretching from the 
Atlantic to tho Pacific, on the one hand, and from the Lakes to 
the Gulf, on the other, thus rendering it possible for a church 
to "pack" a council to suit its own purposes, whatever they 
may be, and so nullifying its moral influence and subverting 
the very foundations of our fellowship. To remedy this, it 
has been proposed by several of the associations of this body, 
and the proposition has been embodied in their constitutions, 
to restrict this term " vicinage" to the churches of the associ- 
ation to which the church seeking advice belongs. That this 
new rule may be made general by an act of the National Coun- 
cil, as in the other matter mentioned, is, in my judgment, the 
one thing requisite to the completion of our polity, and there- 
fore is most devoutly to be desired and most earnestly sought. 

Brethren of this Association, the first half-century of our 
history is now complete. Its record is closed — closed forever. 
On a calm survey much, doubtless, may be found in it to 
occasion regret, much that we would gladly have expunged. 
Imperfections, mistakes, failures crowd its pages. Were it 
otherwise it would hardly be human. And yet much has been 
accomplished during these years of which we may well be 
proud. Far beyond our deserts have been our successes. 
God's evident hand has been with us; His blessing has been 
upon our poor labors. To His adorable name be all the praise* 
all the glory ! 

Brethren, the past is behind uh. There let it remain while 
% we gird ourselves afresh for tho duties and responsibilities that 
lie before us. The future — what vast possibilities lie wrapped 
up in it ! The next fifty years — what grand opportunities of 
usefulness will they afford ! Unless I greatly misread the signs 
of the times, we are entering upon an era of unusual religious 
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activity. The period of indolent self-introspection is fast pass 
ing away. The Church of God is awaking, as never before, to 
the dignity of its high calling, t Work, work for God and 
humanity — that seems to be the watchword of the hour. All 
classes seem to have caught the contagion. Old and young — 
children, even, are enlisted — reminding us forcibly of the words 
of the old Hebrew poet, " Out of the mouth of babes and suck- » 
lings Thou hast ordained strength." From these combined 
activities, what astonishing results may not the coming half- 
century witness! How greatly will these more than three 
hundred churches of our order in this goodly state be strength- 
ened and enlarged. Their primitive houses of worship, which 
cost them so much sacrifice and self-denial, will be replaced by 
larger, more beautiful, more commodious edifices, to be throng- 
ed with devout worshipers. The number of churches which 
adopt our free order will also be greatly augmented, possibly 
doubled, from which shall issue streams of benevolence to gir- 
dle the earth with benediction and blessing. Truly, my breth- 
ren, 

" We are living, we are dwelling, 
In a grand and awful time ; 
In an age on ages telling ; 
To be living is sublime." 

The fathers — where are they? — the men who so grandly 
guided this Association through its earlier and more perilous 
history — where are they ? Gone — nearly every one of them — 
gone to their well-earned rest and reward. Our tenderestand 
most grateful benedictions go with them. But, thanks be to 
God, they have been followed by others every way worthy of 
their bright example. And so may it ever be. May that long 
line of faithful men, valiant for the truth, mighty in word and 
doctrine, so auspiciously begun, never cease, so long as the 
Lord hath need of them in building up His kingdom among 
us. And as the years roll on and wider fields of usefulness 
shall open to them, may they have the wisdom and the grace 
to rise to the greatness and grandeur of their opportunities. 
Amen. 
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REMINISCENCES OF THE EARLY DAYS. 



BY REV. HENRY L. HAMMOND. 

Fifty years ago I had the privilege of looking in upon a 
small company gathered in Jackson, of ten ministers and ten 
laymen, while they were laying the foundations of the body 
whose jubilee we celebrate today. Three others besides myself, 
one minister, one licentiate, and one deacon, were spectators 
and corresponding members: Rev. M. S. Robinson, of Lorain 
Association, Ohio ; Geo. Barnum, a licentiate, of Jackson Asso- 
ciation, and Dea. Chester Hammond, of Union* City. 

Men who found societies that live to have jubilees and cen- 
tennials must believe something special, and must have the 
courage of their convictions. What that little company be- 
lieved in addition to the common faith of Christians they put 
on record in the preamble of the constitution they adopted : 
" Believing that the principles of the Congregational system 
of church government are plainly taught in the Scriptures, 
and believing that system to be better adapted than any other 
to secure the highest interests of the Christian church, and 
believing moreover that the extension and efficiency of the 
system would be greatly promoted by the organization of a 
General Association of the Congregational Ministers and 
Churches of Michigan, we do therefore adopt the following 
Constitution and Rules." 

You will observe they did not say, as was common at that 
day, " The New Testament does not teach any particular 
form of church government," and therefore Church Polity 
is of little consequence; that " Congregationalism is good for 
New England among an intelligent, cultured, homogeneous 
people, but not adapted to other latitudes and longitudes;" 
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nor that " Congregationalism is good if you don't make an ism 
of it;" nor that other assertion, common then, "If I were in 
New England I should be a Congregationalist, but out in this 
new country, away from the good deacons and settled society, 
a stronger government is needed," not thinking that the prof- 
fered compliment to Congregationalism implied a lack of prin- 
ciple in the giver, simply a wish to be with the majority, and 
forgetting also that where good deacon timber is scarce good 
ruling elder timber cannot be plenty. 

Farther West it has been said that the isothermal lines 
were against Congregationalism. What hasn't been said by 
somebody against this simple Scriptural Polity? I don't 
know exactly all the other lines needed to complete the argu- 
ment, bat I know that the crooked isothermals, it was claimed, 
carried New England temperature so far North that there was 
no Congregational territory there. The men who founded 
this body believed that the Master gave the principles of Con- 
gregationalism for the establishment and governing of His 
church, that the, apostles preached and practiced Congrega- 
tionalism in the churches founded, and that these principles 
of Christianity at the outset are good for all races, all coun- 
tries, all times, all degrees of culture, not excepting missionary 
countries, home or foreign. 

These men had also the courage of their convictions. They 
nailed the flag to the mast, as it were, for they published it 
every year in every copy of their minutes, and that when 
they were few in number and their churches small, and when 
the chief places in the State had been possessed by other poli- 
ties; when social influences had been marshaled against them 
everywhere ; yes, when New England herself had proved faith- 
less to her trust, and her great Seminary, through hor great 
Professor of Theology, was advising the graduates as they 
went West to ally themselves with " a stronger form of gov- 
ernment," and their churches, with a generous, though mis- 
taken, magnanimity, were ready to give money freely to 
almost any denomination in the West but their own. Only 
three years after I found it very difficult to raise in New 



Digitized by Google 



40 



England $1,000 for Congregationalism in this State, while Dr. 
Bui lard, of St. Louis, was cordially welcomed when he asked 
$10,000 to build Presbyterian churches in Missouri, — so careless 
was New England fifty years ago about preserving the pre- 
cious inheritance received from their persecuted fathers. The 
children who came to the West learned the value of church 
freedom in something the same way with the Pilgrims. 

I impute to this firm belief in Congregational principles 
and this courage of their convictions the growth of this Asso- 
ciation in fifty years from a dozen churches to 320. I was pres- 
ent at the formation of seven of these: Union City, Fredonia, 
Detroit First,\Vayne, Ann Arbor, Greenville and Newaygo, and 
in the same way must you grow hereafter. Teach Congre- 
gationalism pure and simple to the people. Confide in it. 
It may try your patience, but be patient, for know ye of a 
truth, that every departure from its principles will bring 
trouble in the end. Watch against any perversion of the sys- 
tem, ever mindful that "eternal vigilance is the price" of 
ecclesiastical as well as civil liberty. Watch your " standing 
committees" lest they become sessions. A distinguished Bos- 
ton pastor told me that his committee governed his church as 
completely as any Presbyterian session. Demand rotation in 
all your offices. Watch your pastors and teachers. Expect 
and require them to preach on the true Church Polity, as 
the ministers of all other churches do. Watch your Theo- 
logical Seminaries, and demand that the professors teach the 
young ministers " how to behave themselves in the church of 
God." Watch tho> National Council, lest it shall gradually 
grow into a General Assembly without the restraints of a writ- 
ten constitution. Watch your Missionary Boards, and see to 
it that in planting churches on heathen ground there is no 
departure from apostolic precedent. 

While I say these things, I believe in the heartiest recog- 
nition of all who love our Lord. I would give them all the 
right hand of fellowship; I would cooperate with them in all 
good works; I would respond at once to every sensible appeal 
for Christian Unity. Congregationalism never stands in the 
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way of true unity, for it never invades any one's rights. Nay, 
it seeks specially to secure to every man his rights, and op- 
poses those only who want their own and other people's too. 
And those who believe, as we do, that this is both the Scrip- 
tural and the best form of Church Polity, are solemnly bound 
to transmit it unimpaired to coming generations. 

A few words as to some individual members of the first 
convention. The Moderator, Prof. Marcus Harrison, was a 
man of enterprise and ability, especially in that part of his 
being in which the moral quality is said to reside. Though 
not deficient in intellect or sensibility, his voluntary nature 
held the preeminence. In what appeared the very last stage 
of consumption, it was said that even death had to await a 
fixed determination of his to visit New England, although he 
had to go thither and back on a bed laid on the bottom of a 
one-horse express wagon, and occupying three months in the 
journey. 

John D. Pierce, next to Father Ruggles, was perhaps the 
pioneer Congregational minister of the State. He had been a 
laborious worker for fifteen years in the Oneida Association, 
New York, when he broke down, and about 1830, sought 
health in a pioneer life. As he came through Detroit he is 
said to have received this message from a Presbyterian there : 
" You will not be expected to organize any Congregational 
churches in this territory.'' He did not, however, feel bound 
to obey his self-appointed bishop, and did found a Congrega- 
tional church in Marshall. Mr. Pierce, while seeking health, 
made himself useful in similar matters, became Superintendent 
of Public Instruction in the then Territory, and was the father 
of the school and university laws. The enemies of our polity 
took occasion to say that he had secularized himself, and also 
to magnify his medicinal use of certain tonics and stimulants, 
and to prejudice the incoming good people against him and 
the polity he represented. For several years we younger men 
thought his name did not add much strength to our small 
band. At length the Marshall Association sent to him a com- 
mittee for fraternal conference, of which I was one, and we 
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learned that he was more sinned against than sinning. He 
afterward, at the suggestion of his brethren, triumphantly 
vindicated himself in the Congregational Herald, and lived 
among you an honored .patriarch to extreme old age. The 
church which ho organized at Marshall was early supplanted 
by a Presbyterian one, as the laws of comity did not then 
prevail, and no right of pre-occupancy was conceded to Con- 
gregationalism. 

Hiram S. Hamilton was a popular preacher, but was often 
interrupted by a diseased throat, and went early to Minnesota, 
but finally came back to this State and died in Ionia. 

Thomas Jones, of Welsh descent, with the fervor of his 
race, was very active in protracted meetings and revivals, and 
was remarkable for his zeal in pastoral visitations. It used to 
be said that no settler could come into the neighborhood 
within five miles of him without receiving a call from Brother 
Jones before his horses were unharnessed. 

Rev. Ebenezer McDowell was a brother of Rev. J. R. 
McDowell so well known as a pioneer reformer in New York 
city sixty years ago. The Western brother had much of the 
same zeal, a good deal of rude power and originality, but little 
polish. He published a small paper in Detroit that was use- 
ful to some classes of people. 

Rev. L. Smith Hobart has been so well described by Dr. 
Hurd in the historical discourse that I need add nothing except 
my hearty endorsement of the commendations of my old and 
special friend. 

Rev. Harvey Hyde, the only surviving member of that 
first convention, is here to speak for himself. 

There were some other ministerial members with whom 1 
was not enough acquainted to speak particularly, and some 
whom others may describe. 

One of the delegates, John N. Stickney, of Union City, 
was son-in-law of David Hale, the founder of the Broadway 
Tabernacle Church of New York, and the earnest helper of 
the Congregational churches in Brooklyn, to whom also Mich- 
igan is so much indebted for timely help in founding the first 
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church in Detroit, and for supporting a missionary evangelist 
in the State. Mr. Stickney is still living in Rockville, Conn., 
perhaps the only surviving layman of that convention. I 
sincerely regret that he is not here with us. He has been a 
very useful man in Sunday Schools, and has always taken 
special interest in sacred music. He took the lead in forming a 
musical society which included Marshall, Homer, Cold water, 
Union City, and perhaps other places, for rehearsals and gen- 
eral improvement of music. Since his return to the East he 
has continued there his efficient work in the same line. 

Deacon Chester Hammond, my honored father, was the 
nucleus around whom the church at Union City gathered. It 
was blest with revivals as long as it enjoyed his prayers and 
example, and has been one of the strongest of our churches in 
the State. Its senior deacon spent thirteen years in his Mich- 
igan home, and then so longed for his Heavenly home " not 
made with hands," that he went thither before he was quite 
seventy years old, leaving behind him the blessed heritage of 
a godly example. 
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REMINISCENCES OF THE EARLY PAYS. 



BY BEV. HARVEY HYDE. 

Brethren of the General Association of Michigan : 

I have been kindly invited to give you some personal 
reminiscences illustrative of the oldon time. It gives me great 
pleasure to be permitted to look in the face such a body of 
vigorous workers in this beautiful part of our Lord's vineyard. 

Its natural beauties of park and lake and prairie, as seen 
fifty years ago, cannot be conceived by one who looks upon it 
only after the [defacing hand of man has been laid upon it. 
Fifty-two years ago the coming summer, in the heat of the 
log cabin and hard cider campaign, which made William 
Henry Harrison President, grandfather of the present Chief 
Magistrate, I landed from a lake boat in Detroit, then a city 
of one Presbyterian and no Congregational church. 

Thence by stage, an open wagon, through the bottomless 
mud lakes that in all directions from Detroit obstructed travel, 
I made my way to Ann Arbor, then an ambitious little village, 
not yet dreaming of the great University, its present pride and 
the glory of the State. In its one pulpit I made my first essay 
in Michigan, preaching for two Sabbaths, and thence, by the 
same kind of stage again, to Marshall and south to Union City, 
where was a Congregational church (the first I had found in 
the State) with such staunch supporters as the Hammond 
family, whence were developed Hon. Charles G. Hammond, 
since so justly famed for his sturdy honesty and great benevo- 
lence, and Rev. Henry L. Hammond, who is present to tell 
his own story. 

Union City church was in correspondence with L. S. Hobart, 
my classmate, and was awaiting his coming. I occupied their 
pulpit till his arrival, and then continued my explorations 
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westward at the suggestion of Rev. John P. Cleveland, Pres- 
byterian bishop of Michigan, to whose kindness and that of 
his lovely wife I owe much, though he counseled me, as he did 
all others, to unite with the Presbytery, as Congregationalism 
was unsuited to the lawless West. # 

There were then but two known Congregational active 
ministers in the State — John Wilder, of Marshall, who soon 
returned to Massachusetts, and John Taylor, father of H. W. 
Taylor, awhile of Marshall and later of Canandaigua, New 
York. Father Taylor, though over seventy years, was a sturdy 
Puritan of an honored race (who had formed and preached to 
two churches in Bruce and Armada, Macomb County), whom 
God soon called to Himself. Ho fell with apoplexy on Sab- 
bath morning while preparing for the service of the day. 
There were also two retired Congregational ministers, Pierce, 
of Gull Prairie, and Ruggles, of Pontiac. Isaac J. Ruggles 
was a man of remarkable simplicity and honesty of character ; 
an earnest student to the end of his life ; an indefatigable 
worker, he often walked ten to thirty miles whenever he found 
a field for Christian work. He died at an advanced age at his 
home in Pontiac. Soon after the coming of Hobart corres- 
pondence began to find out and develop the latent elements of 
Congregationalism in the State. We found about twenty 
churches, small and mostly holding some connection with 
Presbyteries or having no ministerial care. Materials were 
found, however, for two local conferences, called the Marshall 
and Eastern, and subsequently the Jackson Conference. The 
next move was for some medium of acquaintance and bond of 
connection to bring and hold us together. This led to the call 
for the meeting at Jackson, to which came some twenty per- 
sons, and where amid the patronizing, if not contemptuous, 
smiles of our good friends of the Presbytery, " our hopes pre- 
vailing o'er our fears," was born this child which has grown 
to such goodly proportions in fifty years, the few churches 
then existing having come to 320. A few names should be 
mentioned here that are probably unknown to most of those 
now living. 
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And first among these comes Rev. Josephus Morton, who 
led the colony to Vermontville. Though not favored with 
thorough early culture, he was a most earnest, godly and suc- 
cessful pastor, to such degree that he said he sometimes found 
himself addressing sinners, when on looking round he could 
see only saints m his audience, or church members, which 
ought always to mean the same thing. Then thore was Thos. 
Jones, of Grass Lake, whose subsequent history is unknown 
to me. Soon came Foster to Jackson ; Benton to Armada ; 
Shaw and Kellogg to Macomb County; O. C. Thompson to 
St. Clair; Hammond to Detroit; Fairchild to Birmingham, 
and later Hine to Pontiac and Hurd to Romeo. But this 
brings me onto the ground of my successors. 

In the spring of 1842 I made a horseback journey across 
the State from Allegan to Saginaw, up the Grand River val- 
ley, past where now Lansing boasts its glories, but where then 
in the dense forests, not a human dwelling was to be seen for 
many miles, on to Fentonville. Coming on Saturday night to 
a lonely Massachusetts tavern-keeper, I found a hearty wel- 
come to baked beans and brown bread, and preached on the 
Sabbath in his bar room to his assembled neighbors — the first 
minister ever heard of in the neighborhood. Arriving at Sagi- 
naw, after a ride for miles through swamps with from six to 
ten inches of water, sometimes covered with ice, at the close of 
a March day I found myself on the east side of the broad 
river with not a human being or dwelling on that side, dark- 
ness already fallen and only lights twinkling on the other 
side. It seemod a cold welcome, but after much shouting and 
waiting kind friends appeared. Man and horse were cared 
for, and two pleasant years were spent there. My nearest 
ministerial neighbor of any denomination was twenty-five 
miles off on one side and as far as the north pole on the other. 
To a funeral or a wedding a fifteen mile ride was a frequent 
occurrence. 

You ask for reminiscences. Many scones come back to 
memory — some provocative of sadness, some of mirth. 

We were raising the frame of our new church building one 
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Monday afternoon when a stranger came with a call to ride 
that night twenty-five miles alone through an unknown wood 
road without a clearing for sixteen miles, to cross the Kalama- 
zoo River by ferry at midnight, with the ferryman asleep on 
the other bank and the mosquitoes abundant and hungry — to 
preach, and commit to the grave the bodies of eight men, 
women and children who had been drowned on the Sabbath 
by the upsetting of a pleasure boat. Such a sight have my 
eyes never looked upon where all felt that God had rebuked 
their Sabbath breaking. This was near Lake Michigan. Pass 
ing across the State, exchanging one Sabbath with O. C. 
Thompson, of St. Clair, after retiring to rest for the night I 
was aroused by a cry from Mrs. T., and descending with all 
speed found that, hearing steps on her piazza, she had discov- 
ered the door ajar and a huge bear confronting her on the 
outside. She slammed the door in his face and cried for help. 
I looked outside, examined the pig pen to find all safe, but 
no bear was visible. Retreating to bed again, I was drop- 
ping to sleep when a more startling shriek called me to look 
out of the window, and I saw the bear just leaping the fence 
and making for the woods. This time he had placed his paws 
on the window at Mrs. T's bedside and was looking her in the 
face, and the prints of his muddy feet remained there many 
days. 

On Monday following we were greeted by bride and groom, 
who with their friends had crossed the river from Canada to 
get married, because one being a Catholic and the other a 
Protestant, the priest would not marry them without a $5 fee, 
which they thought too much. I married them and received 
the munificent sum of seventy-five cents and the fun of seeing 
their happiness at having outwitted the priest and secured 
their marriage certificate. 

I have the pleasure of having reckoned among my friends 
and parishioners in the olden time, Hon. Kinsley S. Bingham, 
member of Congress, Governor of the State and U. S. Senator; 
and James G. Birney, the polished gentleman and anti-slavery 
candidate for the Presidency of the United States. 
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I have had too sorrowful proof that the prayers, even of 
the pulpit, are not always answered. On one occasion our 
house of worship was borrowed for a funeral by another de- 
nomination. Going late, I slipped in behind the leader at 
prayer as quietly as possible to hear the petition that " God 
would make the minister of this church a perfect gentleman 
and surround his church with a halo of cheveaux-de-frise." 
The first 1 am sure was not answered ; I am not sure about 
the others. 

Of personal hair-breadth escapes from sudden death my 
wife kept a record until she got to fifteenthly and then 
stopped. Twice from drowning, twice from being run over 
by a loaded wagon, the last time the hind wheel stopping 
exactly on my head, but utterly spoiling ray best silk hat, and 
showing the blessing of a good stout skull. 

But of all my perils, none perhaps is more remarkable than 
that in the cloud of " semi-lunar fardels" that have fatally 
stricken so many of my younger friends, and even when an 
Angell is at the head of your great University and I was per- 
mitted to sit by his side at a Yale festival, his keen eyes never 
found me out and all have passed me safely by. 

But I must close. Let me turn your faces steadfastly to 
the future. Let the dead past bury its dead. Follow no leader 
but Christ. 

" We are living, we are dwelling 
In a grand and awful time, 
In an age on ages telling — 
To be living is sublime !" 

God speed and bless you all. 



A CONGRATULATORY TELEGRAM. 

The following telegram was received from Mr. John N. 
Stickney, of Rockville, Conn., the only surviving lay delegate 
to the first meeting which organized this Association : 

" Congratulations to the General Association at this auspicious 
meeting. May you all be admitted to the general assembly and 
church of the first-born." 

The Scribe was instructed to send a fitting response. 



Digitized by Google 



49 



CONGREGATIONALISM AS AN EDUCATIONAL 

FORCE. 



BY REV. WOLCOTT B. WILLIAMS. 

Congregationalism as an organization has done but little, 
I fancy, for education in this State or any other. The principle 
of Congregationalism, which throws responsibility upon each 
individual, and which requires every man to do his best, 
has done much to educate and develop mankind; and those 
who have been brought up under it have not in educational 
development fallen behind those trained under any other sys- 
tem. Indeed, here in our own family circle we may say thoy 
have surpassed others, and their services have been in great 
demand wherever leaders in educational work are required. 

Individual Congregationalists in proportion to their num- 
bers have done more than their share of the advanced work 
of education. 

But in treating our theme we are limited to the educational 
work of Congregationalists in Michigan, and we encounter 
difficulties in entering upon the subject. 

1. A large number of those who have borne a prominent 
part in the educational work of this State are still living and 
on the stage of action, and it may seem indelicate to speak of 
their work. 

2. It is extremely difficult to classify men. Congregation- 
alists have always been ready to lend a helping hand to other 
denominations that were in need, and have temporarily united 
with them. 

There are many Congregationalists in Presbyterian 

churches and many Presbyterians in Congregational churches, 
4 
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and many men have labored in both churches. The first 
churches served by Pres. Bruske, of Alma College, were Con- 
gregational, but of late he has been pastor of a Presbyterian 
church, and has perhaps done as much as any other man to 
get the Presbyterian College at Alma on its feet. 

Father Shipherd, the founder of Oberlin and Olivet Col- 
leges, began life as a Congregationalist, but was pastor of a 
Presbyterian church in Elyria, Ohio, when he devised the 
plan of these Colleges. 

On the 25th day of May, 1801, that sturdy Congregation- 
alist, David Bacon, and bis wife, opened a school in their 
own house on St James street, in Detroit They also left to 
the world a legacy of children and grandchildren who have 
been pillars of strength in the Congregational churches. 

In 1831 Rev. John D. Pierce, a stalwart Democrat, a native 
of New Hampshire, who could not be anything but a Congre- 
gationalist, and whose full length portrait adorns the walls of 
the College library at Olivet, came to this State and settled in 
Marshall. Before, coming to Michigan and while teaching in 
the East, he became much interested in the Prussian system of 
education, which he studied carefully. His knowledge of this 
.system led to his appointment by the Governor of Michigan 
in 1836, as the first State Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
His first work was to devise a plan for the primary schools of 
the State and to organize the State University. Previous to 
entering upon this work he went Bast and consulted with 
Gov. Marcy, of New York, Edward Everett, of Massachusetts, 
and many other prominent statesmen and educators. 

In January of 1837 he presented his scheme to the legis- 
lature and it was adopted almost unanimously with but very 
few amendments. Thus the foundations of our admirable 
system of public schools were laid by a Congregational min- 
ister, and under his administration was the State University 
organized. He stronuously opposed the granting by the legis- 
lature of any charter to other colleges in the State ; thus the 
University was enabled to send its graduates into the field 
some twenty years before any of the denominational colleges 
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could do so. It is to this repression of denominational college* 
by the State that the success of the University is largely due, 
and it also accounts in a great degree for the slow growth of 
these colleges. 

In 1850 Mr. Pierce was a member of the constitutional con- 
vention and secured the insertion in it of a provision making 
the schools free. He filled the office of State Superintendent 
for five years, and subsequently did much in other ways for 
the improvement of the schools in the State. 

In 1864 Prof. Oramel Hosford, another Congregationalist, 
was chosen State Superintendent, and is the only one who has 
held the office for four consecutive terms. " During his term 
of office a number of the most desirable reforms in the school 
system of the State were effected, principal among which was 
the abolition in 1869 of the rate bill law, and the consequent 
making of school privileges free to all alike. The county 
superintendency law was also enacted during his incumbency, 
and its greatest prosperity was reached under his administra- 
tion." 

Cornelius A. Gower held the office of State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction for some three years. 

And Prof. Joseph Estabrook held the office for four years. 
Thus Congregationalists have held this office for twenty of the 
fifty-six years that have passed since the office was created, or 
more than one-third of the time. 

Another Congregationalist, Cortland B. Stebbins, was the 
first Deputy Superintendent, and held the office for twenty 
years. 

In 1844 Rev. John J. Shipherd, a Congregational minister 
from Oberlin, Ohio, led a company of thirty-eight men, women 
and children into the wilds of Eaton County to start a college. 
The worldly possessions of no one of them exceeded in value 
$10,000, and all Marshall laughed at the old man who had 
gone off into the woods to build a college. The founder died 
within nine months, and before the school was opened, but 
two young Congregational ministers, Reuben Hatch and 
Oramel Hosford, recent graduates of Oberlin, took up the work 
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and organized the school under the modest name of " Olivet 
Institute." Prof. Hosford has carried on the work there with 
great self-denial for forty-six years, notwithstanding tempting 
offers elsewhere. Thus the Institute struggled on till in 1859 
it secured a charter and blossomed out into Olivet College. 
While generous gifts and aid have come from Presbyterians, 
far the larger part of its funds have come from the Congrega- 
tionalists, and the most of the work has been done by them. 
The Presidents, Fairfield, Morrison and Butterfield, were all 
Congregationalists, and they have been ably supported in 
their work by Profs. Hosford, Hewitt, Daniels, Goodwin, Chase, 
Loba, King, Estabrook, Wild and others too numerous to 
mention. 

The College is only thirty-three years old and it has now 
ten buildings ; four of them are of wood, three of brick, and 
three are stone buildings. One of them is a gymnasium, one 
an elegant fire-proof library building, on whose shelves are 
twenty thousand volumes, and about a thousand new books 
are yearly added to this number, and the reading room receives 
regularly one hundred and forty periodicals. The cabinets 
and laboratories are large and well equipped. Two of the lit- 
erary societies are housed in elegant stone buildings erected by 
their own liberality and enterprise. The Y. M. C. A. has also 
neatly furnished rooms. The total value of the entire plant is 
not far from $350,000. 

Few people aro aware how much this College has done for 
the State. About five thousand young people have received 
more or less of their education there. It has graduated 166 
young men and 131 young women, a total of 297. Of the 
young men, sixty, or more than one-third of the whole num- 
ber, have studied Theology or entered the ministry, and the 
College is not second today to any in the State of Michigan. 

In 1857 two Congregational ministers, Revs. Charles E. 
Bailey and Amzi D. Barber, proposed to plant in northern 
Michigan a colony and college similar to that at Oberlin. In 
the following year they located their colony on a beautiful 
and elevated plateau about twelve miles from Frankfort and 
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one mile from Crystal Lake and named it Benzoins. The 
whole country was then an unbroken wilderness. 

They entered a large tract of government land and set 
apart one-fourth of it as a basis for the future college, for which 
a charter was secured in 1863 under the name of "The 
Grand Traverse College." At one time its landed endow- 
ment amounted to five thousand acres. Rev. Reuben Hatch, 
who was the first teacher on the ground in Olivet, was also 
the first to open the school at Benzonia, and continued at its 
head for two years. In 1891 the trustees changed the name 
of the institution to Benzonia College. 

Tt has now a three-story frame building used for a boarding 
hall and dormitory, also a two-story frame building used for the 
cabinet, library, recitation and lecture rooms. It has a library 
of about 3,000 volumes, and an invested endowment of about 
$20,000, besides 2,500 acres of land. The students in annual 
attendance are about one hundred, and some five hundred 
students in all have received more or less of their education 
there, and although as yet no classes have been carried farther 
than the Sophomore year, the College has done good service 
in educating teachers for that part of the State, and many 
have there received an impulse to a Christian life and a liberal 
education. Among these may be named Rev. Emmerson Smith 
and Rev. S. Hall Young, Presbyterian missionary to Alaska ; 
Rev. Azel Hatch, late missionary to the Freedmen ; Rev. D. 
B. Spencer, of Illinois, and Rev. A. B. Case, missionary in 
Mexico, and Miss C. D. Spencer, known to many as a mission- 
ary in Turkey. 

At Romeo the Congregationalists for many years main- 
tained an academy of high order, known as the Dickinson 
Institute, which sent out many men who have had wide influ- 
ence in the State. 

But while we have done so much to build up Olivet College, 
Benzonia and the academy at Romeo, our educational work 
has not been bounded by denominational lines, but we have 
done our full share of work in developing our public schools 
and building up our State institutions. 
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President Angell, a staunch Congregationalist, has been at 
the head of our State University for twenty-one of the flity- 
five years that have rolled around since it was opened. Baring 
bis administration eight elegant buildings have been erected 
on the University grounds — two of them hospitals, a physical 
laboratory, a museum, a library building; also one for civil 
engineering, one for mechanical engineering, and a University 
Hall, and there have been very large addition? to its libraries, 
apparatus and arts department. The corps of teachers has 
increased from twenty-nine to one hundred and twenty-five, 
and the number of students in attendance from 1,126 to 2,692. 
In his efforts he has had the aid of a strong corps of able 
workers of our own faith. We may name the much revered 
and beloved Corydon L. Ford, for thirty-eight years Professor 
of Anatomy , who knows the name and office of every bone, 
muscle, nerve and fibre of the human system as thoroughly 
as he knows the names of his own children. 

Then there is Judge T. M. Cooley, whose judicial decisions 
have added such lustre to the law reports of Michigan, who 
has served as professor in the University for thirty years; Rev. 
Martin L. D'Ooge, for twenty-five years Professor of Greek 
and editor of Demosthenes on the Crown, Sophocles and Anti- 
gone ; Hon. C. I. Walker, eighteen years lecturer upon the law ; 
Chas. Kendall Adams, who was a Professor of History in the 
University for eighteen years and for seven years the esteemed 
President of Cornell University; Jonathan Tafl, under whose 
leadership for seventeen years the dental department has been 
developed ; James C. Watson, for sixteen years Professor of 
Astronomy, and who thought nothing of discovering a satel- 
lite before breakfast ; Edward I. Dempster, for fourteen years 
the able medical lecturer ; the lamented Elisha Jones, eight 
years Professor of Latin and author of Greek prose composi- 
tion, Latin Lessons and Latin Prose writing; Joseph B. Davis, 
for ten years Professor of Civil Engineering; Charles K. 
Wead, Professor of Physics; Charles A. Kent, eight years Pro- 
fessor of Law, and Henry C. Adams, son of a Congregational 
minister, and five years Professor of Political Economy and 
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Finance, and Statistician of the Census Bureau, and author of 
a work on Finance. Surely the Congregationalists have not 
neglected the development of the -University. 

In the Normal School we have been represented by Prof 
Estabrook, who was its Principal for nine years, and by Profs. 
Ripley, Strong, Benjamin D'Ooge, George and Barber, and by 
Misses Aldrich, Allen, Hoppin and King, all of whom were 
Principals of the female department, and Mrs. Lewis, Misses 
Lockwood, Vandewalker, and I know not how many others. 

Then at the Agricultural College, Rev. T. C. Abbot, a Con- 
gregational minister, held the office of President twenty-two 
of the thirty-five years of its existence. Prof. R. C. Kedzie 
has been Professor of Chemistry there for twenty-nine years, 
assisted by his sous much of the time. Prof. Geo. T. Fairchild 
was connected with it for thirteen years, and there have also 
been there Prof. Will W. Tracy, C. S. Kenaston and others. 

The Michigan Female Seminary at Kalamazoo is avowedly 
a Presbyterian institution, and yet the first Principal, Miss 
Jeannette Fisher, was a Congregationalist, and held the office 
for twelve years. The present incumbent, Miss Isabella 
French, is a Congregationalist, and has been in office five 
years, and is assisted by three other Congregational teachers. 
The Seminary was opened in 1866, and has had a Congrega- 
tional head for seventeen of the twenty -six years of its life. 

Then there is the Military Academy at Orchard Lake, 
founded and built up by another Congregationalist, Col. J. 
Sumner Rodgers. Under his efficient management it has now 
an enrollment of 177 young men, and has had since it was 
organized, in 1877, over 1,000 different students in attendance, 
about 200 of whom have graduated. Eight fine buildings adorn 
the campus, and the whole plant is valued at $250,000. 

Lyman P. Alden, another Congregationalist, was for eight 
years at the head of the School for Dependent Children at 
Coldwater. Indeed, there are few educational enterprises in 
the State that we have not helped to develop. 

Among the eminent educators of the State we must not 
fail to give a more extended notice to one who has taught in 
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this State incessantly for over forty-five years, Prof. Joseph 
Eetabrook, now of Olivet. Two years Principal of a select 
school in Clinton, five years at the head of the Tecumseh 
Institute, Principal of the Ypsilanti Union School for nearly 
fifteen years, and during the last year of his work there having 
about 300 foreign pupils, then five years Superintendent of Pub- 
lic Schools in East Saginaw ; called thenoe to the Principalship 
of the State Normal School, where he presided for nine years, 
and now he has been a Professor in Olivet for twelve years, 
during four of which he has also performed the duties of State 
Superintendent of Public Instruction. It is doubtful if any 
other teacher has seen so many years' service in the State as 
he has, or had under his care as many different young people, 
and over whom he has exerted so strong an influence to 
develop in them a noble Christian character, or who is more 
beloved by so large a number. 

Then there is Prof. Walter S. Perry, another Congrega- 
tionalism who has taught in this State twenty-nine years, during 
twenty -two of which he has been Superintendent of Schools in 
Ann Arbor, and under his administration 1,460 pupils have 
completed the high school course and over 700 have entered 
college. Probably more young people have been fitted for 
college under his administration than under that of any other 
man in the State. 

Then there is Egbert L. Bangs, for twelve years at the 
head of the School for the Deaf and Blind, and E. P. Church, for 
sixteen years Superintendent of Schools in Greenville and 
Cadillac. 

And among the eminent and successful teachers we should 
place the name of Cornelius A. Gower, a Congregational eon 
of Maine, for some years Superintendent of Public Schools in 
Saginaw City, then three years State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, and for ten years past he has held sway over 400 
wild colts in the Reform School. Then there is Supt. O. D. 
Thompson, of Romeo, who has grown gray in the public 
schools of Saginaw and Romeo. 

But. neither my time nor your patience will allow me to 
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name all the great army of Congregational teachers, both men 
and women, who have done valiant service in the high schools 
and common district schools of the State. I have never heard 
it laid to our charge that in our zeal to build up a denomina- 
tional college we had been remiss in our duty toward the 
public schools of the State or toward our State institutions ; 
and I never heard in Congregational circles any complaint 
that we had not been honored with as many presidencies and 
professorships in State institutions as fell to our share, and 
this has come about not by any scheming or planning to foist 
our men into these positions, but because we had in larger 
number than any other denomination the men and women 
qualified to fill these positions. 

Never, I confess, until I began the preparation of this 
paper did I realize how large a place it has fallen to our lot to 
fill in the fashioning and developing of the educational work 
of the State, and the building up of our higher educational 
institutions. In this we have shown ourselves entitled to the 
confidence and gratitude of the commonwealth. 
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CONGREGATION A L POLITY — CONTRIBUTIONS 
THERETO BY MICHIGAN. 



BY REV. A. HASTINGS ROS8, D. D. 

The topic assigned me by the committee was stated in 
these words : " The merits of the Congregational Polity, and 
the contributions made to the elucidation and elaboration of 
that polity by the Michigan Congregationalists." This theme 
has two parts. 

I. 

THE MERITS OP THE CONGREGATIONAL POLITY. 

1. Congregationalism follows the plan of the apostles. 
" The plan of the apostles seems to have been to establish a 
great number of distinct, independent communities" (Arch- 
• bishop Whately). " The local churches were only united by 
the connection of one common faith, and by the tie of love 
which embraced all. An organic connection through an eccle- 
siastical office, which should rule over several local churches, 
had not then come into being" ( Uklhorn), " The constitution 
of the primitive churches was thoroughly democratic " (Ency. 
Brit.). " Each community was complete in itself." " There 
is no trace of the dependence of any one community upon any 
other." "At the beginning of the fourth century . . '. the 
primitive type still survived." " Being a brotherhood, it was 
a democracy" (Hatch). Rigorous German researches have 
established an "apostolic system," in which " everywhere the 
congregation is independent, autonomous, self-deciding," " free, 
self-governed . . . and resting upon a holy brotherhood of 
believers." They make this to "shine forth with greater 
clearness than ever before " (Prof. Scott). To follow this plan 
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of the apostles is a merit peculiar to our polity. What schol- 
ars thus concede it is not immodest for us to claim. 

2. It is a merit that these independent churches, wherever 
established, are little democracies. The compact that first 
announced and exemplified in civil governments the now 
accepted principle that the will of the majority must every- 
where govern, was drawn up by a Congregational church in 
the cabin of the Mayflower, in 1620. It was a transcript of 
its polity. It carried into the Stato what that church had 
practiced from its organization, namely: government of the 
people, by the people, and for the people." It is a merit that 
our polity has given to every independent American nation a 
republican form of government, and has gone far towards 
transforming Europe into republics. 

3. It is a merit that each church controls its own creed, 
ritual, sacraments, discipline and property. If it keep within 
the evangelical doctrines it may come into our fellowship with 
any creed, from the Apostles' to the Westminster Confession ; 
with any ritual, from the barest worship without hymn or 
instrument to an organ, a full orchestra, and the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer; with immersion or with sprinkling; with infant 
baptism or without it; with discipline by jury trial or by trial 
before the whole church. Its liberty is complete in all these 
things, and who can desire greater freedom ? If all churches 
should desire — Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian, Episcopalian, 
Roman Catholic — they could come into our Associations with 
all their variety in creed and worship and rite. Surely this 
is a merit, prophetic, in the growth of desire and endeavor 
after church unity. 

4. It is also a merit that on our polity ecumenical unity, 
including all churches, can be had without the loss of one of 
these liberties. Each local church can come with its present 
creed, if evangelical, its present liturgy or ritual, and its pres- 
ent mode of administering rites and discipline, join one of 
our District Associations, and thus come into organic union 
with all other churches like-minded, thrqjigh our state, our 
national and our international bodies, without losing its 
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constitutive principle of independency; that is, without the 
exercise of authority over it by any man or body. This 
other polities cannot do. True, other polities have their ecu- 
menical assemblies, the Papal with authority over churches 
and priests the world around, the others only on conditions 
expressed in words like these : " The Alliance of the Reformed 
Churches throughout the world holding the Presbyterian sys- 
tem . . . shall not interfere with the existing creed or con- 
stitution of any church in the Alliance, or with its internal 
order or external relation." This is pure Congregationalism, 
adopted as a head of gold by a polity which in the exercise of 
authority could not have constituted the Alliance. It is a 
crowning merit of our polity that, following the plan of the 
apostles, it can answer the prayer of Christ, the Head, for 
unity without any change of principle in the interest of lib- 
erty. It begins in little democracies ; it is completed in the 
confederation of the whole world, with absolute freedom from 
the exercise of authority from the bottom to the top. We 
search in vain for any other polity that thus combines liberty 
and unity throughout with security. 

Such being the fact, it is hardly necessary to add that the 
plan of the apostles will ultimately prevail. 

II. 

CONTRIBUTIONS OP MICHIGAN TO CONGREGATIONALISM. 

The contributions made to the elucidation and elaboration 
of Congregationalism by Michigan may be fairly stated as 
follows : 

1. Michigan contributed in the revival of Congregational- 
ism the initial step toward ecumenical unity. The connection 
of our polity with the State in early New England paralyzed 
spiritual life and ecclesiastical growth. A revival of both 
began near the beginning of the present century, as shown by 
the organization of missionary societies and church associa- 
tions. Throughout the West — L e. y the regions west of New 
England — most of our ministers and churches were led into 
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Presbyteries through the Plan of Union of 1801, which cost 
us over two thousand churches. But in the revival, associa- 
tions of churches, local (1803), State (1823), began to appear. 
At last, in 1845, under circumstances which need not here be 
narrated, the Secretary of the Michigan Association at the 
time, Rev. L. Smith Hobart, broached the question of a conven- 
tion of our churches wider than State boundaries. This Asso- 
ciation, meeting then in October, approved of his " suggestion 
of holding a General Convention of Western Congregational- 
ists," and appointed a committee to issue the call (Minutes, 
1845, p. 11). That convention was duly called and held at 
Michigan City, Indiana, in July, 1846. It started the question 
of abrogating the Plan of Union, which it required the Albany 
Convention of 1852 to complete. These conventions set in 
motion influences which culminated in the Boston Council 
(1865), the National Council (1871), and the International 
Council (1891). 

True, the idea of a stated national body came naturally 
from the Congregational Union of England and Wales (1833), 
was suggested and approved by the Memorial Convention at 
Chicago, 1870, though definite action was first taken in 1870 
by the Ohio Association; but the movement for this wider 
fellowship in America began in this Association, and Michigan 
may claim the honor of it. 

2. Michigan was the first, we believe, to introduce minis- 
terial standing in associations of churches as a guard to Con- 
gregational fellowship. This adjusts our polity to normal con- 
ditions, assuring both security and liberty on which alone the 
polity can endure and prevail. 

Eight years after its formation, t. e., in 1850, the Associa- 
tion amended its constitution so as to require ministers as well 
as churches to be admitted members in some local association 
in the state, in connection with this body, in order to member- 
ship therein. Such Congregational churches and ministers, 
and none others, were thereafter to be members of the Asso- 
ciation. Two years later, in approving the proposed Albany 
Convention, this Association recommended " that the call em- 
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brace all Congregational ministers who shall present certifi- 
cates of regular membership in local associations," (Minutes, 
1852, p. 6) thus making ministerial standing in local associa- 
tions a guard to fellowship. Since the year 1851, the minutes, 
in their tables of different associations, have distinguished those 
not connected with the local bodies from those duly connected. 
In 1871, to prevent misunderstanding, the words — " made such 
by vote " — were put into the constitution so that no minister 
can be regarded as a member of a local association in connec- 
tion, who has not been admitted by special and formal vote. 
Installation as pastor of a church in connection does not give 
such membership; there must be added to it formal admission 
by vote of the local association. 

This is the ministerial standing, which, after long discus- 
sion, received the endorsement by an unanimous vote of the 
National Council, in 1886, and which is fast becoming general 
west of New England, and has been adopted by the Plymouth 
County Conference in Massachusetts. 

This is a positive and valuable contribution to our polity, 
as it makes every minister, as every church, in full connection, 
accountable to a permanent body, which certifies to his stand- 
ing for our Year Book, with right of appeal to a mutual coun- 
cil in case of unjust exclusion. It gives unity, security and 
perfect liberty. 

To make this ministerial standing in local church associa- 
tions still more pronounced, there was, in the Minutes of 1855, 
and thereafter, added an alphabetical list of " ministers con- 
nected with the General Association of Michigan, with their 
post office address ;" and a similar list for each local association 
was begun in 1869, which still continues. No minister not a 
member of a local association in connection, made such by 
vote, is enrolled in either of these lists. Not until 1873 did the 
General Association of Ohio begin to publish a list of minis- 
ters having ministerial standing in local associations. I am 
not informed when a similar distinction began to be made in 
other states between ministers for whom our churches are 
•sponsible and those for whom they are not responsible. 
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3. The Chicago Theological Seminary had its inception in 
Michigan, and it is a contribution to our polity. In 1853, " a 
plan for Theological education was presented, and referred to 
a committee to report next year." (Minutes, p. 16). The 
report of the committee, in 1854, included a " Flan for a Theo- 
logical Seminary," which was approved, and the secretary, 
Rev. L. Smith Hobart, was authorized " to confer with other 
ecclesiastical bodies in the Northwest for the purpose of secur- 
ing its approval by them, and the adoption of such measures as 
may be necessary for the accomplishment of the Object in 
view." (Minutes, pp. 13, 39, 40). This plan contributed the 
following new departure to our educational methods, namely : 

" Let the management of the institution be placed in the 
hands of a Board of Trustees to be elected in equal numbers 
by the General Associations of those states which cooperate 
in effecting the endowment" This plan, modified, resulted in 
the Chicago Theological Seminary (Minutes, 1855, p. 9), which 
was, until quite recently, the only school, theological or other- 
wise, under the management of associated Congregational 
churches in this country. 

4. This Association, in 1880, by unanimous vote, defined 
ministerial membership in an association to be "such member- 
ship in some local conference or association as makes the said 
body responsible for ministers in connection with it; that is, 
the conference or association receives its ministerial members 
on credentials by vote ; may arraign, try, and expel them for 
cause ; or dismiss them to corresponding bodies on their own 
request" 

This membership, thus acquired and responsible, is to be 
sharply distinguished from pastoral representation in the same 
body. The constitutions of the several associations give to 
every church in connection representation in their meetings 
by the pastor and by one or more delegates. The pastors, 
then, like the lay delegates, are the representatives of the 
churches. In their own right they cannot be enrolled or speak 
or vote ; these come only to pastors as such, as to delegates as 
such, in virtue of their representing the churches, which are 
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members of the associations. If the church they represent be 
cut off, the pastor and delegates cease to have any rights in 
the association. Such pastoral representation therein gives no 
more standing to a minister than to a layman. To get minis- 
terial standing in the association one must join it as a church 
joins it, by voto of the body on proper credentials. Then a min- 
ister, so admitted, holds standing therein with full rights, 
whether a pastor or not. The fact and the definition of this 
ministerial standing are contributions of Michigan. 

5. Michigan, in 1882, contributed to our polity councils of 
recognition. Installation had historically certain legal aspects 
which embarrassed churches and entailed a dismissing coun- 
cil, whose business it was, at great cost in time and money, to 
advise what often had already been done. If councils are to 
be called still to induct a pastor into his office — a custom that 
arose under a false theory of the ministry, and under the union 
of church and state — our General Association said, officially, 
in respect to its own churches, that such councils should be 
shorn of their legal elements, as found in other states, and 
should be councils of recognition, not ordinarily requiring a dis- 
missing council, but only when trouble or charges demanded 
one. If councils to induct into office are needed, we contri- 
bute councils of recognition to our polity. 

6. Michigan has also contributed to Congregationalism a 
needed redress in cases where associations unjustly exclude 
either a church or a minister from membership. This Asso- 
ciation has declared " it to be both orderly and expedient for a 
church or minister that may be excluded or expelled from 
membership in any Association or Conference in connection 
on grounds or charges claimed to be insufficient or false, to 
call the attention of the body doing the alleged wrong to the 
points of grievance, and to invite it to join in calling a mutual 
council to review the case and advise in the matter, and on its 
refusal or neglect to do so, to call an ex-parte council for the 
same purpose " (Minutes, 1883, pp. 9, 10). This gives an early, 
impartial, Congregational way of redress, as the members of 
the council would be chosen, one-half by each party, from 



Digitized by Google 



65 

churches lying beyond the boundary of the Association. Thus 
the weakest member is quickly able to secure redress. 

7. The articles on which this General Association was 
incorporated in 1887, are an important contribution to our 
polity. By them we have a simple, comprehensive, and work- 
able method of conducting all our affairs — educational, mission- 
ary , benevolent, Sunday school, church building, and " whatever 
else may foster the growth or promote the welfare of . . . 
Sunday schools, churches, and ministers." They put the 
whole work of the churches in the hands of the churches, 
where it belongs. The churches by their representatives in 
this Association elect annually a Board of Trustees, that Board 
canvasses all the departments of endeavor, in their mutual 
relations, appoints committees to conduct the several depart- 
ments of labor it makes, those committees report to the Board, 
and the Board to this Association. It is the churches doing 
their own work in the simplest and most responsible way 
possible. 

8. Michigan, in several of its local associations, has devised 
a way by which the calling of councils may ordinarily bo 
restricted to the churches in the vicinage. The National 
Council, in 1880, with only one dissentient vote, declared 
"that the body of churches in any locality have the inalienable 
right of extending ministerial fellowship to, or withholding 
fellowship from, any person within their bounds " (Minutes, 
p. 17). To prevent the violation of this their inalienable right 
by councils gathered without restriction, as any church may 
elect, the Eastern Association, then the Detroit Association, 
and later others, put into their constitutions a section recog- 
nizing the above inalienable right, and also the same right of 
each church to manage its own affairs, but enjoining upon both 
ministers and churches to preserve these two rights by asking 
the Association to act as a council of advice in matters of common 
concern, as ordination, installation, etc. This conserves both 
inalienable rights. 

These are the chief contributions of Michigan to Congrega- 
tionalism. They constitute what has been called Michigan 
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Congregationalism. Most have already been adopted gener- 
ally in the West and have won a foothold in New England. 
The greatest contribution is ministerial standing in associations 
of churches. Its importance is shown by the fact that only one- 
third of our pastors in the whole country are installed, in 
Michigan only one in twenty-three, and in New England, drfr- 
ing the last ten years, only fifty-five in a hundred. No polity 
can long survive, when thus unprotected. To restore installa- 
tion is impossible and undesirable. A better security is found 
in ministerial standing, which reaches nearly if not quite every 
Congregational minister in Michigan, not expelled. The same 
is largely true of all the states west of the Hudson. This gives 
security in liberty. A church may have whom it will as pas- 
tor, but the churches in the locality exercise their inalienable 
right of extending or withholding fellowship respecting him 
in associations. 
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THIRTY YEARS OF CHURCH GROWTH. 



BY REV. JOHN P. 8ANDERSON. 

A jubilee year suggests a review of a period of fifty years, 
but in making an exhaustive analysis of the denominational 
forces of Michigan it has been found impracticable to extend 
the investigation beyond thirty years, as the necessary data 
for the years included between 1840 and 1860 have not been 
available. It has also been found that, in order to make an 
intelligent estimate of the progress of the Christian forces of 
the State, it would be necessary to compare them with the 
progress of population. Consequently the decades in which 
the United States census is taken have been selected to fur- 
nish the basis of the comparison, and the thirty years com- 
passed by the years 1860 and 1890 have been chosen by the 
necessities of the case as the period in which the inquiry had 
to be directed. A further limitation in the comparison has 
been found necessary by the selection of leading Christian 
denominations. To include all has not only been impractica- 
ble, because of the lack of sufficient data, but would also have 
added largely to the problem without adding greatly to the 
value of the results secured. The foreign population is a large 
factor in the estimation of the religious forces of the State and 
needs full consideration, but it does not fall within the scope 
of our purpose. The Lutheran, Reformed, and the Roman 
Catholic churches are therefore eliminated from the discus- 
sion. Of the remaining religious forces, which are nearly 
identical with the English evangelical forces of the State, per- 
haps 85 per cent, is included in the five leading English evan- 
gelical denominations: Baptist, Congregational, Episcopal, 
Methodist and Presbyterian. The other 15 per cent, is dis- 
tributed among nearly a score of denominations, the bulk of 
which is to be ascribed to the Christians or Disciples, the Free 
Will Baptists and the Protestant and Free Methodists. 
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Our discussion is therefore limited to the consideration of 
the growth of the five leading English evangelical denomina- 
tions of the State, during a period of thirty years, and with 
special reference, in this presence, to the relative status of the 
Congregational churches. 

The query which first presents itself touches the progress 
of the forces in Michigan. Are they keeping pace with the 
growth of population? Are they possibly lagging behind? 
Or is there encouragement in an evidence of substantial ad- 
vance upon the population? These are both interesting and 
practical inquiries, of vital interest to all the denominations. 
What, too, is the record of these several leading denominations 
in this regard? Are any losing? Or are they so provoking 
one another to good works as to be marching abreast in the 
spiritual conquest of the State ? 

Taking the five denominations together, it will be found 
that in the first two decades, from 1860 to 1880, the population 
increased more rapidly than the church membership. For 
twenty years there was a relative loss by the churches. It is 
gratifying to note that this tendency was overcome in the last 
decade, from 1880 to 1890 ; while the population increased 28 
per cent., the churches increased 37 per cent., a most remark- 
able advance. This rapid growth in the last decade was suf- 
ficient to more than overcome the decline of the two previous 
decades, the population for the three decades showing an ad- 
vance of 179 per cent., while that of the church membership 
advanced 182 per cent. 

The striking fact in this analysis is the remarkable reaction 
in the last decade. It had not been a distinctively revival per- 
iod, and yet it was the most fruitful period in the history of 
the Michigan churches. The query can only be answered by 
an enumeration of various causes. Among these are to be 
noted the following: The revival of interest among young 
people in the formation of Young Peoples' Societies of Chris- 
tian Endeavor and kindred societies; tho aggressive Sunday 
school missionary work ; the inauguration of systematic evan- 
gelistic work; the aggressive home missionary work by the 
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various denominational societies ; the large missionary devel- 
opment in the cities ; the cultivation of the family church with 
" the early ingathering of the children and the youth of the 
church ; the increased attractive power of the church through 
its increased adaptation to the practical wants of society ; the 
larger respect gained for the church by the added emphasis to 
practical righteousness; the alliance of the church, either di- 
rectly or indirectly, with practical methods of reform, thus 
widening its scope and increasing its power; the sympathy 
and cooperation of the church with movements of popular 
education such as the Chautauqua and Bay View assemblies 
and the Chautauqua course of instruction ; and the increased 
interest in Biblical study. To all of these and other causes is 
to be attributed the gratifying growth which is revealed not 
only in Michigan but throughout the Union. There are many 
who assert that the door of the church has been thrown open 
a little or a great deal wider ; that it has been much easier to 
gain admittance to the church ; that quality has been sacri- 
ficed to quanlity ; that the preaching has not been addressed 
to the conscience, and that the immoral and wicked have not 
been convicted of sin ; that there is a lack of aggressive work 
among the poor and among the lower classes of society ; that 
materialism and Ingersollism have been more than a match 
for the church ; that the saloons, in their destructive work, are 
making equal progress with the church in its beneficent work. 
It would be folly to be blind to the enormous evils and perils 
which confront the church. A more aggressive work among 
the masses is urgently demanded, and now prophets are spring- 
ing up with special fitness for that work. But so long as the 
church lays emphasis upon practical righteousness it preemi- 
nently addresses the conscience, and can well afford to open its 
doors wider and wider. The character of the church will 
stand comparison with that of the church of previous decades, 
and when visited by a wind from the Holy Spirit is in readi- 
ness for fruitful work among the unsaved. It can ill afford to 
neglect either the work of evangelization or of Christian cul- 
ture. 
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Another query of interest is : How have the several denom- 
inations shared in this growth? 

While for the entire period of thirty years these denomi- 
nations have not gained on the population, some of them have 
made substantial gains, and notably the Congregational and 
Episcopal. In each decade the Congregational membership 
has increased more rapidly than the population, and in the 
thirty years has advanced 220 per cent, to the population's 179 
per cent. 

The evident cause of this rapid growth is to be found in 
the aggressive missionary work in the towns and villages. 
Churches have been multiplied and nurtured with reference to 
the present necessities of both old and new settlements, and 
with wise foresight of future growth and development. 

The largest ratio of increase is furnished by the Episcopal 
churches. Starting with only a little over 3,000 members in 
1860, there has been a rapid advance, in the entire period, of 
448 per cent. This largo figure does not indicate so large an 
absolute growth, as the ratio of increase is based upon the 
small factor of 3,000 members in 1860, but the absolute growth 
in the last decade has been greater than that of either the 
Baptists or Congregational ists, and nearly as large as that of 
the Presbyterians. This increase has been almost exclusively 
in the cities, the Episcopal churches being peculiarly depend- 
ent upon the urban population for their growth. The practice 
of confirmation of the children is an important factor in this 
result. Other communions are coming to magnify in a larger 
degree the ingathering of the youth of the churches. The 
generous latitude in the doctrine and discipline of the church, 
and the preference by many for the liturgical service, together 
with the cultivation of active charities, have all contributed to 
win large accessions in the cities. 

In the first two decades the Methodists did not keep pace 
with the growth of population, but in the last decade they 
made a large gain, but not quite sufficient to overcome the loss 
of the previous decades. The Presbyterians have kept even 
pace with the population, . overcoming in the last decade what 
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they bad lost in the two previous decades. The Baptists have 
lost in each of the three decades and conspicuously in the last 
decade, in which their increase of membership has been 19 per 
cent, as compared with the 28 per cent, of increase of popula- 
tion. With the single exception of the Episcopal church, the 
Congregational churches have shown the greatest relative ad- 
vance in the thirty 3'ears. In the last decade, however, they 
have been slightly distanced by both the Methodist and Pres- 
byterian churches. The membership of these five denomina- 
tions, according to the latest available returns (1891), is: 



Methodist 76,542 

Baptist 34,424 

Presbyterian 24,963 

Congregational- 24,733 

Episcopal 17,097 



But an inquiry of more practical interest concerns the char- 
acter of this denominational growth. How are these denom- 
inational forces distributed ? In what way are we to account 
for the relative gain and loss of the several denominations? 
Are any especially adapted to the urban population ? Do any 
make greater progress in the country? To determine, we 
divide the State into into four general divisions: First, the 
city of Detroit with a population in 1890 of 205,870; second, 
the six leading cities of the State, including Grand Rapids, 
Saginaw, Bay City, Muskegon and Jackson, with populations 
ranging from 15,000 to 60,000 in 1890 and aggregating 195,- 
000 ; third, about 25 cities with a population of from 5,000 to 
15,000 each, and with an aggregate population in 1890 of 224,- 
000 ; the fourth division includes the remainder of the State, 
with a population in 1890 of 1,468,017, or three-fourths of the 
State. How have the denominations advanced in these several 
divisions? We will leave our own denomination to the last. 
Beginning with the Baptist churches the relative loss of this 
denomination in the past thirty years is readily accounted for. 
In Detroit it has had a rapid growth, trebling its membership 
since 1870 and more than keeping pace with the population. 
In the first group of the six largest cities it has, in the same 
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time nearly trebled its membership and fallen but slightly 
behind the rate of increase of population. In the group of 
cities from 5,000 to 15)000, it has not quite doubled its mem- 
bership, while the population has increased three fold. It is, 
however, in the last division that the Baptist loss is manifest. 
From 1880 to 1890, in a division including a million and a 
half of souls, the Baptists gained only 462 to their member- 
ship, or only 46 per year. The work in the large cities was 
pushed with energy and reaped large results, but in the rural 
districts old organizations were not carefully nurtured and 
few new churches were organized. This policy has been found 
to be suicidal and the last three years, under the direction of 
a vigorous home missionary superintendent, there has been a 
marked revival in missionary work and with most gratifying 
results. 

The Episcopal church has shown marvelous growth in the 
cities. In Detroit it has 33 per cent, of its entire membership 
and outranks every other denomination with its 5,746 mem- 
bers and is more than keeping pace with the population. In 
the group of the six largest cities it has 20 per cent, of its 
membership, but has not developed so rapidly as in Detroit 
and is not keeping pace with the population, but exceeds both 
the Presbyterians and Congregationalists in its total member- 
ship. In the cities from 5,000 to 15,000 population it has 22 
per cent, of its membership and is making substantial advance. 
That the Episcopal church is an urban church seeking the cen- 
ters of civilization is manifest from the fact that nearly 77 per 
cent, of its membership is in the cities exceeding a population 
of 5,000. In the balance of the State its total membership is 
only 3,889, and in that portion of the State it still takes 378 
persons to produce one Episcopalian, while in Detroit every 
34th person is a member of the Episcopal church. 

The Methodist church is ubiquitous. It is everywhere — 
city, town, village and log school house. It is relatively strong- 
est in the rural districts. Notwithstanding its nearly 75,000 
members in 1890, it was outranked in Detroit by both the 
Episcopalians and Presbyterians, whose combined membership 
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in the State was little more than one-half the membership of 
the Methodist church, and exceeded the Baptists in that city 
by only 800,'while the latter had less than half the member- 
ship in the entire State. In each of the divisions, excepting 
Detroit, the Methodists lead all other denominations. Their 
greatest strength is in the last division, where they have 75 
per cent, of their membership. In that portion of the State 
distinctively rural or exclusive of towns of 1,000 population 
and over, the Methodists have nearly 53 per cent, of their 
membership. 

The Presbyterian church approaches the Episcopal in its 
urban growth. It comprises a singular combination of a large 
growth in the cities and a large number of feeble churches in 
the country districts. In Detroit it has 21 per cent of its mem- 
bership, represented in 14 strong churches and is growing 
rapidly. In the group of six largest cities it is the lowest on 
the list, but has trebled in twenty years and bids fair to dis- 
tance the Congregational church, whose membership in the 
same time has not quite doubled. In the group of cities from 
5,000 to 15,000 population it has had substantial growth. In 
the last division it has shown but a small advance; though 
churches have been multiplied, they are for the most part 
feeble. In the district, exclusive of towns of over 1,000 popu- 
lation, it has 131 churches, whose average membership is 
only 36. 

We come now to our own denomination. It has been seen 
that in thirty years we have made a grand advance upon the 
population. It is not difficult to discover the cause. It is an 
unmistakeable testimony to a most vigorous missionary policy. 
No denomination can show larger results in the distinctively 
missionary work. If we examine the growth in these four 
divisions it is at once apparent that our denominational prog- 
ress is due to the aggressive missionary work in the towns and 
smaller villages of the State. In the district, exclusive of 
towns of over 1,000 population in 1890, we had 231 of our 314 
churches and 44 per cent of our entire membership. In that 
portion of the State exclusive of towns of over 5,000 popula- 
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tion we had 282 of our 314 churchos— all but 30— and 70 per 
cent of our church membership. In other words, in that por- 
tion of the State where there is three-fourths of the population 
of the State we have made more rapid progress in the increase 
of membership than any other denomination. In this district 
our advance in the last decade was 36 per cent, the Methodists 
32 per cent, the Presbyterians 19 per cent, the population 15 
per cent, the Episcopal 13 per cent, and the Baptists 2 percent. 
This is a magnificent showing, and Michigan Congregation - 
alists will not fail to ascribe the credit where it properly belongs, 
to the Superintendent of Home Missions and his faithful allies. 

But now I am compelled to approach a less favorable phase 
of the subject and perhaps perform a thankless task. If we 
have made substantial gains in the villages and towns of the 
State, and have for twenty years maintained 70 per cent of our 
membership in this district, while the percentage of popula- 
tion has steadily decreased from 81 per cent to 70 per cent, it 
is apparent that we must have suffered a relative loss in the 
more densely populated portions of the State where the popu- 
lation is growing most rapidly. In the division comprising 
cities from 5,000 to 15,000, while in twenty years the popula- 
tion has trebled, our membership has only doubled, and we 
stand the lowest on the list In these cities in 1870 we had 
nine churches, in 1890 we had added only five more, or one 
church in these 25 cities in every four years. We have prac- 
tically given over the work in some of these cities to other 
denominations. The following is a list of cities of from 5,000 
to 15,000 population in which we have no Congregational 
churches: Adrain, 8,756; Battle Creek, 13,197; Coldwater, 
5,247; Escanaba, 6,808; Iron Mountain, 8,599; Ironwood, 
7,745; Ispbeming, 11,197 ; Marquette, 9,093 ; Menominee, 10,- 
630; Monroe, 5,258; Mt. Clemens, 5,000 nearly; Negaunee, 
6,078; and West Bay City, 12,981. Most of these 13 cities, 
half of the cities of this class, are in the Upper Peninsula and 
have a large foreign population, but other denominations are 
not hesitating on that account. In Adrain we buried a vigor- 
ous church and its resurrection is no longer looked for. In 
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Battle Creek the Independent Congregational Church occupies 
the ground. In the six cities of from 15,000 to 60,000 popula- 
tion in 1870 we had seven churches; in 1890, if we include the 
North Muskegon Church organized that year, we had 11 ; 
without it 10. The membership of these churches had doubled 
while the population had trebled. In Grand Rapids there was 
a good advance, the entire advance of the decade. In Saginaw 
we organized a church 35 years ago; in 1892, with a popula- 
tion of nearly 50,000 we have one church still. In Bay City we 
organized a church 17 years ago. The church still lives with a 
membership of 148, but has begotten no children, though the 
city has a population of nearly 30,000. In Jackson we organ- 
izen a church 51 years ago, made one attempt to nurse a sec- 
ond church, allowed it to die, and now rejoice, after 50 years, in 
a second church. In Muskegon we organized a church in 1859 
and a second one in 1890. In Kalamazoo we unfortunately 
choked to death a healthful child of 15 years when overtaken 
by misfortune and have no promise of a second church, while 
the Presbyterians have three churches and the Methodists 
and Baptists each three. In this group of six cities while we 
added three churches in 20 years, the Presbyterians added 
eight and the Methodists and Baptists each added 10. In 
Detroit in 1870 wo bad two churches, in 1892 we had six with 
two branch churches. In 1890 our total membership was a 
little less than one-third of that of any other of these denomin- 
ations in the city. We have just kept pace with the popula- 
tion of Detroit, but that pace up to 1890 was a slow one, one 
member to 164 people. The last two years, however, have wit- 
nessed a substantial advance, and the outlook in Detroit was 
never ho bright. That 1 have not overstated this relative loss 
in the cities is demonstrated by this comparative statement of 
the growth of the denominations. 

In the cities of 5,000 and over, the order of the churches in 
1890, according to the membership, was as follows : 



Methodists 18,125 

Episcopalians 12,993 

Presbyterians 12,793 

Baptists 12,540 

Congregationalists..... 7,167 
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In the balance of the State the order for the same year, 
1890, is as follows: 



Methodists 56,571 

Baptists 20,058 

Congregational ts 16,060 

Presbyterians 10,819 

Episcopalians 3,889 



The growth of membership and population in the last 
decade is exhibited in the following comparison of percentage 
of increase, first, in the urban population, of the first throe 
divisions, of cities over 5,000 : 



Episcopal growth 88 per cent. 

Methodist " 80 

Population 11 73 " 

Presbyterian " 66 " 

Baptist " 62 " 

Congregational " 35 " 

In the balance of the State the exhibit is as follows : 

Congregational growth 36 per cent. 

Methodist " 32 u 

Presbyterian " 19 M 

Population " 15 

Episcopal " 13 " 

Baptist " 2 M 

The growth of membership in the urban population, in the 
last decade, has been as follows : 

Methodist net gain 8,071 

Episcopalian " 6,078 

Presbyterian " 5,113 

Baptist ** 4,951 

Congregational " 1,862 

The growth in the balance of the State is as follows: 

Methodist net gain -13,887 

Congregational ** 4,301 

Presbyterian " .. 1,754 

Episcopal " 479 

Baptist " 362 



I point the single significant question : How long can we 
afford to grow in the towns and villages and neglect the devel- 
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opment of our city work? Will we not surely be distanced in 
the race in point of membership, not to mention the resources 
for future development which must come from the cities ? Is it 
wise to neglect the base of supplies? Every motive urges the 
development of city missions and on a liberal scale. Not only 
the denominational interests, but those of Christianity as well, 
prompt such action. The population is growing most rapidly 
in the cities. The material is at hand ready to be wrought 
into churches. There is little danger of breach of comity. Is 
it wise to feed the sources of supply to the city membership by 
planting country churches, and then leave the members 
flow in their inevitable course to the cities into Methodist, Epis- 
copal, Presbyterian and Baptist reservoirs? Baptists and 
Episcopalians could afford to do that ; but we cannot, and they 
do not. They are more sagacious. 

When Congregationalists remove to the cities they locate 
where it is most convenient. The denominational preference 
is not strong enough to hold them to our church en. In the 
interior of the State they are Congregationalists, when they 
remove to the cities they become Methodists or Prebyterians, 
because the churches are near at hand and it is no longer con- 
venient for them to remain with us. It is not urged that 
there be less aggressiveness in the work in the great mission- 
ary field, but that if there is a choice between planting 
churches where other churches already exist in sparsely settled 
communities and in planting missions in our Michigan cities, 
every consideration is favorable to the latter course; and that 
even where no breach of comity is involved, larger, more 
immediate, more renumerative, and more far-reaching results 
would come from the planting of one city mission than of five 
churches in as many hamlets. The message to our churches 
in view of the remarkable work done by the Home Missionary 
Society is—" This ought ye to have done and not to have left 
the other undone." If our city churches are unable to prose- 
cute the work unaided, would it not be the wisest economy to 
divert some of our missionary resources to this large and 
needy field? But the present outlook is not favorable to such 
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diversion. The problem still remains to be solved, and it ought 
to receive an early solution. Four churches could be located 
in Detroit if the funds were in hand, and in each of the other 
cities there are opportunities for fruitful missionary labor. If 
we had maintained the same ratio of increaso in the cities in the 
last decade that we did in the balance of the State, we would 
not be startled by the fact that our Presbyterian brethren are 
passing us in the race. 

Barring this criticism we have abundant reason for self- 
congratulation. Two things constitute a jubilee, the lapse of 
time and something to be jubilant over. God has given us 
fifty years of life, and we have reason in looking over the 
record of fifty years of progress to be jubilant over the fact 
that we have been so largely blessed, and that we have stood 
in the forefront of the religious forces of the State, advancing 
with more than even pace with the development of our State 
and of sister denominations. 
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FIFTY YEARS OF GROWTH IN MICHIGAN. 



BY HON. BYRON M. CUTCUEON. 

t 

There is a certain correlation between the material develop- 
ment and intellectual and moral advancement of a people. 

The thing of real power in a State is man. In vain is nat- 
ural wealth of land or lake, of forest or soil, of mine or water- 
fall, unless there be man to develop and employ them. 

But there is a natural action and reaction between mater- 
ial wealth and civilization. 

The genius of man invents the engine, the railroad, the tel- 
egraph, the steamboat; and then these, his slaves, win for him 
wealth and comfort. 

Wealth builds the railroad, the steamboat, the telegraph, 
and creates the varied appliances of civilization ; it makes pos- 
sible schools, colleges, galleries of art, libraries, works of ar- 
chitecture, and provides the means of carrying forward men- 
tal and moral progress. This mutual play between material 
and intellectual forces constitutes civilization. It is suitable, 
therefore, that we should take into account the material devel- 
opment of our State during the last fifty years. 

There is no spectacle so intensely interesting and instruct- 
ive as the growth of a man, except the building of a State 
which is an aggregation of men. 

The characteristics of a man are comparatively simple and 
easy to observe and understand ; the characteristics of a State 
are manifold, like the composite photograph, which is the , 
blending of many — perhaps hundreds — of individual photo- 
graphs, in which there is something of each, and something of 
all. 

As the mdn is largely the product and resultant of his en 

vironments, so the State is the resultant of the many forces 
6 
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and influences which enter into its life. As " the boy is father 
to the man," so the character of the commonwealth is deter- 
mined in large measure by the circumstances and mental and 
moral traits of its pioneers, who lay the foundation of its 
social, intellectual and moral development. 

Gail Hamilton once said, "to reform a man reform his 
grandmother." Why she did not include his grandfather I do 
not know, unless because, as we all recognize the fact, that the 
maternal side has much more to do with character building. 

Therefore, to adequately study the growth of the common- 
wealth of Michigan from 1842 to 1892, we must go back to as- 
certain what were the forces at work when the half-century 
was ushered in. 

Hardly any part of our country has undergone such vicis- 
situdes of government and population as Michigan. I scarce- 
ly need to rehearse the story of the earliest settlement of the 
territory which now constitutes our State. 

Two hundred and twenty years have passed since Father 
Marquette gathered about him at Michilimacinac (now St. Ig- 
nace) his Huron Indians and effected the first settlement. But 
it was not a " settlement " in any modern meaning of the word. 
It was a missionary station and, to some extent, a trad- 
ing post. At about the same time a like mission station was 
established at Sault de Ste. Marie, but it gained no abiding 
population for many years afterward. In 1679 La Salle built 
a fort at the mouth of the St. Joseph, on Lake Michigan, but 
it was of no permanent significance and no actual settlers 
gathered about it. 

In 1701 De La Motte Cadillac, the real founder of the first 
permanent settlement in Michigan, established a post at Detroit 
for the purpose of insuring French control of the upper lakes. 

At this time Quebec and Montreal were the seats of French 
power in America; and Detroit was then all there was of 
Michigan, except the Indian population. 

Sept 13, 1759, on the heights of Abraham, the fate of 
French power on this continent was adversely decided, and on 
November 29, 1760, the French commandant surrendered De- 
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troit and Michigan to Major Rogers, the representative of 
British government, and from that time until the peace of 
1783 Michigan remained a part of British America. As a 
matter of fact, though not of right, Detroit, and as appurten- 
ant, Michigan, remained under the British flag until July 11, 
1796, when, in accordance with Jay's treaty, the British gar- 
rison was withdrawn, and for the first time the American flag 
was raised upon Michigan soil. 

Until 1760 such white population as there was in Michigan 
was wholly French, and consisted of Jesuit missionaries, fur 
traders, the hunters, or couriers des bois, and a few soldiers. 

Between 1760 and 1796 this population was only slightly 
modified. 

The French soldiers gave place to English, and the traders 
became largely Scotch and to some extent Irish; and a rural 
population began to gather about Detroit and extend along 
the river front from Lake Erie to Lake St. Clair. When the 
British retired from Detroit the region now known as Michi- 
gan was, and since 1787 had been, a part of the Northwest 
Territory, embracing all that great domain west of Pennsyl- 
vania, north of the Ohio River and east of the Mississippi. 

In 1800 Ohio was set off, and Michigan became a part of 
the Territory of Indiana, under the governorship of William 
Henry Harrison ; and it so remained until June 30, 1805, whon 
the territory of Michigan was set off by that name. 

Michigan then consisted of all the territory west of Lake 
Huron and the Detroit River, and embraced between lines 
drawn due east from the southerly extreme of Lake Michigan 
to Lake Brie, and from the same point through the center of 
Lake Michigan to its northern extremity, and thence due 
north to the national boundary. 

The total white population of this entire territory at that 
time probably did not exceed 4,000 souls. 

It was in this year, 1805, that Governor Wm. Hull, together 
with the judges, organized the first legislative body in Michi- 
gan. 

The picture drawn by historians of the condition of the 
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people at this epoch is not a promising one for the future of 
the infant commonwealth. 

The dominant elements of the population were the thrift- 
less, untaught Indian, with his ever-present thirst for fire- 
water; the roving, unsettled, uneducated wood-ranger, fur 
hunter or "voyageur," leading a careless and dissipated life; 
the traders, whose only thought was to make as much money 
as possible from the Indian and woodsman, ministering to the 
lowest appetites of both, and the sprinkling of military with 
little or no interest in the improvement or education of those 
around them. The religion of this people, whatever they had 
of it, was almost entirely Roman Catholic — the legacy of the 
Jesuit missionaries. 

Into this motley community came, about the beginning of 
this century, the first strong and positive influence for moral- 
ity and reform in the person of Father Gabriel Richard, a de- 
voted Christian of the Catholic faith. 

For more than thirty years he remained one of the chief 
forces making for a better future of the growing State, and 
finally fell a victim to the cholera in 1832. 

From the organization of the territory in 1805 to the war 
of 1812-15, little progress was made, materially or morally. 
The settled portion of the State continued to be a narrow strip 
along the Detroit Kiver. 

The war of 1812 brought an epoch in the history of the 
community. In the first place it brought the presence of a 
large military force from Ohio and Kentucky, mostly of 
American birth and traditions, many of whom remained in 
the country permanently, and all of whom left an impress 
upon it. 

It opened up a path through tho heretofore trackless wil- 
derness stretching southward to the Ohio, and, more than all, 
it brought, Oct. 13th, 1813, as Governor of the territory, an 
educated and ambitious young statesman, reared among the 
influences of a patriotic and refined New Hampshire home; 
the son of an officer of the .Revolution, and an adherent of the 
Protestant faith — Lewis Cass. He brought with him the desire 
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and the purpose to civilize and Americanize his new province. 
For more than fifty years he remained one of the greatest 
factors in the development and progress of the territory and 
State. From his coming began the actual rise of Michigan as 
an American commonwealth. 

By 1818, some public lands had been brought into market, 
and emigration began, so that the census of 1820 showed 8,591 
white inhabitants in the territory. 

Now progress became more apparent. The American 
influence became more and more dominant, and the old French 
strain comparatively less and less. In 1820 Detroit had a 
population of 1,415. In 1823 a new departure in government 
was made. The legislative power was confided to a council 
of nine, which in 1825 was increased to 13, appointed by the 
President. 

In 1827, the choice of the legislative council was entrusted 
to the people ; and Michigan for the first time became a self- 
ruling community. 

In 1817 the newspaper had come to stay, in the Detroit 
Gazette. By 1829 there were three newspapers in the territory. 
Koads began to be opened, counties to be organized, and town- 
ships to be laid off. 

The completion of the Erie Canal in 1825, and the advent 
of the steamboat upon the lakes at about the same time, was 
pouring the life blood of New England and New York into 
"the beautiful peninsula." The census of 1830 showed a pop- 
ulation of 31,639, and the stream of immigration was setting 
more strongly than ever to the rising State. 

At the beginning of the present century only one county 
had been established in the territory, and that was Wayne, 
which was established by proclamation of Gen. Anthony 
Wayne, in 1796, and at that time embraced the entire State 
and portions of Ohio and Indiana. It was re-established by 
Governor St. Clair in 1813, and finally organized in No- 
vember of that year by order of Governor Cass. Monroe 
County came next, in 1817, also by order of Governor Cass, fol- 
lowed in 1818 by Mackinac and Macomb, by the same author- 
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ity ) °y Oakland in 1819, by St. Clair in 1820, and in 1822 by 
Lenawee (from Monroe), Saginaw, Sanilac and Shiawassee 
(from Oakland), and Washtenaw from Wayne. 

In 1829 came the whole brood of counties named for 
Andrew Jackson and his cabinet, namely: Jackson, Van 
Buren, Berrien, Branch, Cass, Eaton, and Ingham, with Calhoun 
for the Vice-President, to which must be added the same year, 
Barry, Hillsdale, Kalamazoo and St. Joseph. 

From this time forward immigration continued rapid and 
constantly increasing. From 1830 to 1836 the maturing State 
advanced with strong and vigorous growth. 

The character of the people changed. The new-comers 
were home-seekers, mostly from the East, who brought with 
them the enterprise, the thrift, the pluck and also the moral 
and religious ideas under the influence of which they had been 
reared, and, by the same token, they brought with them also 
the New England home, school, and the church. 

In studying this period it is of great interest to note the 
changes in the map of Michigan. 

Referring to Farmer's "Map of Michigan and Ouisconsin," 
printed in 1830, we find that the County of Michilimacinac 
extends from St. Mary's River westward to the Mississippi, 
north of St. Paul, while Chippewa County includes all remain- 
ing between Michilimacinac and Lake Superior, and westward 
to the Mississippi. 

The County of Shiawassee extends northwest to Lake 
Michigan, at a point north of the mouth of the Manistee River, 
while the Township of Michilimacinac embraces all from the 
north line of Saginaw County to the Straits of Mackinac. On 
the west side of the State all the region north of Barry County 
is designated as " Indian Country." It is also interesting to 
note the names on these old maps. Manistee River is set 
down as Manistic, the Muskegon as Maskegon, the Kalamazoo 
as Ke Kalamazoo. On Young's map of 1835 Grand Rapids is 
put down as McCoy's Mission. 

To resume the thread of our history : In 1831 General Cass 
ceased to be Governor to become Secretary of War in Presi- 
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dent Jackson's cabinet, and for many years thereafter hie per- 
sonal influence was wanting to the community. 

As early as 1832 the question of admission as a State into 
the Union began to be discussed. 

Under the ordinance of 1787 the territory was entitled to 
admission when it should have 60,000 free inhabitants. This 
agitation culminated in the calling and election of a constitu- 
tional convention in 1835, which, in May of that year, met and 
proceeded to frame a constitution, which, being approved by 
the people in October of the same year, state officers were 
elected thereunder, who proceeded to organize the State gov- 
ernment without waiting for the admission of the State into 
the Union. 

At this date the population probably approximated 1 00,000 
within the boundaries of the future State, as it had been ascer- 
tained to be 87,273 in the previous year. It is no part of my 
purpose to dwell at all upon the events which fill the years 
from 1830 to 1840. In many respects they are the most inter- 
esting years in the history of the State. 

Here belong the administration of the "Boy Governor," 
Stevens T. Mason, who was acting Governor at 19; the rapid 
rush of immigration and the settlement of the interior across 
the southern portion of the State ; the boundary war with the 
neighboring State of Ohio; the addition of the Upper Penin- 
sula to the domain of the State ; the founding of our educa- 
tional system, including the University of Michigan ; the great 
land speculative excitemont, when paper towns were platted 
upon every stream and by every water-fall; and the banking 
craze — a special development of the cheap money insanity, 
which has passed into history as the "wild cat" epoch. 

During this decade also arose the schemes to gridiron the 
State with railroads and canals, which fostered every form of 
speculation, and ultimately plunged the State into disastrous 
debt and brought it to the brink of repudiation. 

During this decade, too, the following new counties had 
been established : 

In 1831, Allegan, Bay, Clinton, Gladwin, Gratiot, Ionia, Is- 
abella, Kent, Midland, Montcalm, Oceana and Ottawa. 

* 
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In 1833, Livingston was set off from Washtenaw, and in 
1835, Genesee from Oakland 

Many of these counties, though laid off, were still attached 
to other counties for judicial and taxation purposes, and were 
not duly organized with county government until long after. 

Thus, with rapid glance at the origin and rise of the infant 
State, we arrive at the census epoch of 1840, where we can 
secure a reliable starting point for our fifty years' view. 

But first it should be said that through much tribulation, 
arising out of the boundary dispute and the unjust action of 
Congress to shape her boundary anew, the State had been 
formally admitted into the Union January 26, 1837, and had 
assumed all the dignities and responsibilities of statehood. 

We will now take a view of the development of Michigan 
in 1840. 

SUBDIVISIONS AND POPULATION. 

In the census of 1840 returns are made from 31 counties, 
organized into 336 townships and towns. Of these counties 
four, namely, Chippewa, Ottawa, Saginaw and Mackinac, had 
less than a thousand population each. Ottawa then, including 
everything north on the shore of Lake Michigan to Manistee, 
had a total of 704. Saginaw, which included several other 
counties, had an aggregate of 892. The population^ of the 
State was 210,032. 

As far north as the tier of counties through which passes 
the Detroit and Milwaukee Railway, the counties were divided 
and organized substantially the same as now; but north of 
that the names are nearly all strangers to the census of 1840. 
Muskegon, Newaygo, Montcalm, Gratiot, Bay, Midland, Tus- 
cola and Huron nowhere appear. That country is all " attach- 
ed *' to the older counties on the south, or is a part of the 
County of Micbilimacinac. 

Chippewa and Mackinac were the only organized counties 
in the Upper Peninsula, with 534 and 923 population respect- 
ively. 

More than half of the entire population of the State was 
embraced in six counties, thus : Wayne, 24,173 ; Oakland, 23,- 
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€46; Washtenaw, 23,571; Lenawee, 17,889; Jackson, 13,130 ; 
and Calhoun, 10,599. These were the only counties having 
upwards of 10,000 people. 

The only towns and cities having a population in excess of 
2,000, were as follows: 



Detroit 9,102 

Jackson 2,773 

Adrian 2,496 

Plymouth ., 2,163 



Ann Arbor 3,600 

Tecumseh 2,503 

Ypsilanti 2,419 



Other well known towns had the following numbers : 



Pontiac 1,904 

Marshall 1,763 

Monroe 1,703 

Grand Rapids 1,510 

Nilee 1,420 

Coldwater 1,123 



Port Huron 1,184 

Kalamazoo 1,290 

Battle Creek. 993 

Flint 984 

Saginaw 837 



Among cities now well-known, the following had no name 
or existence in 1840 : 

Bay City population 1890 27,839 

West Bay City " " 12.981 

Muskegon " " 22,702 

Manistee " " 12,812 

Alpena " 11 11,283 

Menominee " " 10,093 

Lansing " " 13,102 

In 1840 the total population of Ingham County was 2,498. 
The largest town in the county was Stockbridge, with 285, 
Leslie had 281. Lansing first appears in 1845 with 88. In 
1840 there were two cities in the State, Detroit and Monroe. 
This must suffice for organization and population. 

ROADS AND MEANS OP COMMUNICATION. 

One of the first and most keenly felt wants of the people of 
Michigan in the early days was adequate means of travel and 
communication. Until after 1820 there was very little settle- 
ment away from the larger rivers and navigable waters. 

Between 1820 and 1830, a few of the most ambitious and 
determined pioneers began to push inland and settle on the 
.Raisin, the Huron, the Rouge, and the Clinton. 
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But the roads were of the most primitive and elementary 
character, scarcely more than a trail blazed through the woods. 
A journey from Detroit to Dexter with an ox team, hauling 
family and household goods, occupied nearly a week. Such a 
thing as a turnpike road was well nigh, if not quite, unknown. 

But this state of things could not continue. As before 
stated, the Erie Canal had been opened in 1825, and by 1826 
not less than six steamboats were plying between its terminus 
at Buffalo and the Detroit River, bringing thousands of emi- 
grants, attracted to the new State by free lands and fertile 
soil. 

It was in the latter named year (1826) that Congress under- 
took the construction of several territorial roads, and, as the 
country filled up, the settlers gradually opened roads for them- 
selves from settlement to settlement, and from town to town. 

The railroad had not yet come. It was in 1830 that the 
first railroad was chartered. It was the Pontiac & Detroit 
Railway Co. It never progressed further than the charter, - 
and the project died in infancy. 

In 1832 the Detroit & St. Joseph Railroad was chartered. 
This long after became a reality in the Michigan Central. 
Plank roads and turnpikes were chartered in many directions. 

When the constitution of 1835 was framed, one of its pro- 
visions recognized the universal feeling of need of better com- 
munications. It declared that " Internal improvements shall 
be encouraged by the government of this State, and it shall be 
the duty of the legislature as soon as maybe to make provision 
by law for ascertaining the proper objects of improvement in 
relation to roads, canals and navigable waters. 

In pursuance of this policy, the State, in 1837, provided 
for the construction of three lines of railroad across the State 
— one from Monroe to New Buffalo, on Lake Michigan ; one 
from Detroit to the mouth of the St. Joseph, and one from 
Port Huron to the mouth of the Grand River. These were 
the three roads which twenty years later became the Michigan ' 
Southern, the Michigan Central and the Detroit and Milwau- 
kee. 
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Many canals were projected, but none were completed and 
put in use, though I remember having driven along the unfin- 
ished canal-bed through a portion of Macomb County. 

In 1840 the railroad system of Michigan consisted of three 
short lines, as follows : 

1st. The Erie and Kalamazoo, completed Oct. 1836, from 
Toledo to Adrian, 33 miles. The motive power consisted of 
two small locomotives, and the cost of operating from Oct. 
1836 to Dec. 31, 1837, was $14,181.52. 

The cars were small and rude, and the whole outfit scarce- 
ly superior to a first-class stage line. 

2nd. The Detroit and Pontiac, chartered 1834. and operated 
as far as Koyal Oak, 12 miles, by horse power until 1838, when 
one very small locomotive was put on. This road made the 
round trip each day. It ultimately became a part of the De- 
troit and Milwaukee Railway. 

3rd. The Detroit and St. Joseph, from Detroit to Ypsilanti, 
29 miles. This road was opened for traffic in 1838. Its roll- 
ing stock consisted of four small locomotives, five passenger 
cars and ten small freight cars. 

Besides these railroads there had been constructed several 
so-called " territorial roads." The chief of these were the De- 
troit and Perrysburg, connecting Perrysburg, near Toledo, 
with Detroit; and the Chicago Territorial and State road, ex- 
tending from Detroit via Ypsilanti, Saline and Clinton to Jones- 
ville, and so on westward to Niles, leaving the State at Bert- 
rand, on the Indiana line. 

These roads greatly aided in the settlement and subsequent 
development of the State. 

Burr's map of Michigan, published July, 1839, shows as the 
only completed railroad, the line from Toledo to Adrian. This 
map also shows the different mail routes in the State. One 
four-horse mail route extended from Detroit via Dearborn, Ply- 
mouth, Ann Arbor (spelled Annarbour), Dexter and Jackson- 
opolis (Jackson) to Marshall, thence as a two-horse route via 
Kalamazoo to St. Joseph. 

There was also a four-horse mail route from Detroit along 
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the territorial road, via Ypsilanti, Saline, Clinton, Jonesville 
and Cold water to Niles, thence as a two-horse mail route to 
Terre-Coupe, on Lake Michigan. 

On this map Grand Rapids is put down as Kent, and Lan- 
sing does not appear at all. 

I find from Blois' Michigan, published in 1838, that there 
were then 68 mail routes in the State. One, " No. 10," ex- 
tended from Clinton, Lenawee Co., via Napoleon, Jacksonopo- 
lis and Eaton C. H. (now Charlotte), to Kent (now Grand 
Rapids), over which route there was a weekly mail. 

Some statistics given by Blois will assist us in realizing the 
Michigan of half a century ago. 

AGRICULTURE. 

In 1837 a State census was made, with the following result 
as to the agricultural products : 



Wheat bushels 1,114,896 

Rye " 21,944 

Oata " 1,116,910 

Corn " 791,427 

Buckwheat " 64,022 

STOCK. 

Neat stock 89,610 head 

Horses 14,059 " 

Sheep 22,684 " 

Hogs 109,096 " 



MANUFACTURES. 

Under the head of manufactures, Blois says: "Manufac- 
tures in Michigan, as well as in all new States, are in an incip- 
ient condition, and carried on no further than the immediate 
wants of the settlers absolutely require. 

" Several saline springs, known to be of value, exist within 
the State, but the manufacture of salt has been but little at- 
tended to until very recently. 

" The cultivation of the mulberry and manufacture of silk, 
which is undoubtedly destined to be a lucrative business, are 
beginning to attract public attention. 
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M Public attention has been likewise turned to the growing 
of the sugar beet, and the manufacture of sugar from its root. 
The State has offered a bounty of two cents for every pound of 
beet sugar manufactured within the State." 

From this we may see that McKinley was not the original 
inventor of the sugar bounty. 

Blois gives the following as the total of manufacturing 
establishments in the State in 1837: Grist mills, 114; saw 
mills, 433; carding machines, 23; cloth dressing shops, 12; 
glass factory, 1 ; distilleries, 16. 

It is hardly needful to say that these so-called manufactures 
were wholly for local supply, and that commerce, in the proper 
sense of the word, did not exist. 

But the State was developing rapidly, and it is gratifying 
to find from the census of 1840, that in three years agriculture 
had made great advance, as shown by the following returns: 

CENSUS 1840. 

Wheat 2,157,108 bushels. 

Oats 2,114,051 " 

Com 2,277,039 " 

Barley : 127,802 " 

Buckwheat 113,592 " 

Rye 34,236 " 

Potatoes 2,109,205 " 

Wool ~ 153,375 pounds. 

LIVE STOCK. 

Horses and mules 30,144 

Neat cattle -185,190 

Sheep 99,618 

MANUFACTURES, 1840. 

The following from the same census exhausts the return of 
manufactures in 1840, and nothing can more impressively 
exhibit the growth of the last fifty years : 

Total capital invested $3,112,240 

Sugar made (domestic) 1,329,784 pounds. 

Domestic goods made $ 113,955 

Tobacco (value) J$ 5,000 

Persons employed 12 

Capital invested $ 1,750 
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I do not pause to draw contrasts, each person will draw 
them in his own mind. 



Tanneries 38 

Capital invested $ 70,240 

Distilleries 31 

Gallons distilled 337,761 

Breweries 10 

Gallons brewed 308,696 

Men employed 116 

Sugar refineries none 

Musical instrument factories none 

Flouring mills 93 

Barrels flour made 202,000 

Grist mills ?. 97 

Sawmills... 491 

Men employed in mills 1,144 

From the fact that these 681 mills employed only 1,144 
men, their capacity and output can be judged. 

Woolen manufactures 4 

Men employed 59 

Capital employed $ 34,120 

Carriages and wagons (value) $ 20,075 

Men employed 59 

Furniture manufactured (value) $ 22,494 

Men employed 65 

Capital employed. $ 28,050 



No words could possibly be more eloquent of the growth of 
the manufactures of the State than these simple figures. 

But the greatest contrast presented between the present and 
fifty years ago is in the development of the mineral resources 
of the State. 

The great deposits of iron and copper had not then been 
touched, as no means had as yet been provided for connecting 
the waters of Lake Superior with the lower lakes. 

In the census of 1840 there is no return of mining of any 
kind in the State. There appear to have been engaged in the 
production of iron (presumably from imported ores) 99 men, 
who during the census year produced 601 tons, with a capital 
of $60,800. 

The salt industry had as yet no existence. There is no 
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record of the manufacture of the article in commercial quan- 
tities prior to 1850. 

Of lumber yards (probably retail) there were returned 15, 
said to employ 312 men all told, and to represent a capital of 
$45,600. So it will be seen that the three great leading indus- 
tries of mining, lumbering and salt production had not yet 
come into existence, while agriculture, manufactures and trans- 
portation scarcely supplied the limited wants of the actual 
inhabitants, leaving little or nothing to find a market outside 
the State. 

How difficult it must have been fifty years ago to foresee the 
vast commerce of our State in these recent years ; the millions 
of tons of iron and copper ore; the thousands of millions of 
feet of lumber ; the millions of barrels of salt annually to be 
poured from her exhaustless stores into the wealth of the world. 

How little they dreamed of the vast copper mines of Ke- 
weenaw Point; the iron deposits of the Marquette district; the 
great salt blocks of Saginaw and Manistee, cities which as yet 
had no name ; the great furniture factories of Grand .Rapids, 
or the immense car shops, stove works and tobacco factories of 
Detroit. 

Land was, of course, abundant and cheap. The clearing 
of the forest and the cultivation of the soil were almost the 
only pursuits. 

The towns, as already seen, were not large nor many in 
number. It was equally difficult to bring in heavy merchan- 
dise or to ship out the products of the State. 

The great majority of the settlers were engaged in a strug- 
gle to live ; few had a competence, fewer still had wealth. 

Judge Cooley, in his history, thus describes the condition 
of the settlers : 

« It was a hard life which the pioneer farmers of Michigan 
had come to lead. A rude log cabin for a homo and the bare 
necessaries of life for their families contented them while 
clearing their lands. * * * 

" But in coming to Michigan they had calculated not so much 
upon their own immediate advantage as upon giving their 
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children a chance to grow up with the country. * * * 
Even now, though they could not supply all their wants from 
their farms, they contracted few debts, but postponed purchases 
when they had nothing to barter for the articles they desired." 

In the villages life was almost equally simple. There were 
no large factories or mills, with hundreds of operatives, doing 
just one thing over and over, day after day, and month after 
month. 

As a rule, every man was his own master. There were no 
great corporations with thousands of employes; there were no 
strikes, no boycotts, no lock-outs, and no labor organizations. 
Each man made his contract and expected to live up to it. 
Education was mostly confined to the district schools, though 
some academies had been established. Colleges and universi- 
ties existed in plan and possibility only. 
Such was the Michigan of fifty years ago. 

It would not be possible within the limits of this paper to 
trace the growth of the State from decade to decade. We 
must pass over the intervening period with only the briefest 
possible notice. 

Nothing indicates material development better than in- 
crease of population. 

Wealth and business maintain an almost unvarying rela- 
tion to people — gradually increasing from decade to decade, 
with the growing accumulations of the past. 

The present ratio of wealth to population is about $1 ,000 
per capita. 

Growth has been constant, rapid and steady. The follow- 
ing eloquent figures tell the story: 



1840 population 212,267 

1850 " 397,654 

1860 " 749,113 

1870 " 1,184,282 

1880 " 1,636,937 

1890 " 2,093,889 



It will be noticed that the increase alone between 1880 and 
1890 was more than twice the entire population in 1840, and 
60,000 greater than the whole number in 1850. 
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INCREASE OP WEALTH. 

The valuation of real and personal property of the State, 
as equalized by the State Board of Equalization, from 1853 to 
1891, has been as follows: 



1863 .. $ 120,362,474.35 

1861 172,055,808.89 

1871 630,000,000.00 

1881 810,000,000.00 

1891 1,130,000,000.00 

LANDS A8SE8SED. 

The number of acres of land assessed for different decades 
has been as follows: 

1854 12,167,812.84 

1860 15,162,710.40 

1866 17,111,710.91 

1870 20,515,398.03 

1876 27,605,262.96 

1881 29,306,820.20 

1891 32,171,787.00 



SUBDIVISIONS. 

In 1840 Michigan had one representative in congress ; today 
she has 11, and after the next 4th of March she will have 12. 

The State is now divided into 84 counties, five of which 
contained in 1890, upward of 557,000 inhabitants, and at this 
date doubtless have more than 600,000. 

The City of Detroit alone now has a greater population, and 
far more wealth, than the entire State had in 1840. 

Thirty nine cities in the State, in 1890, contained upward 
of 4,000 each ; 15 cities each had upward of 10,000, and six 
cities upward of 20,000 each. 

RAILROAD PROGRESS. 

The status of a people is determined, in the great social and 
industrial scale, by their power of production and consump- 
tion, and this is measured, in large degree, by the means they 
have provided for transportation. 

I have already spoken of the progress in railroad building 
7 

v 
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in 1840. The State continued the construction of the Central 
and Southern Railroads until, in 1846, the former was com- 
pleted to Kalamazoo, and the latter to Hillsdale. 

In that year the Central was sold to a syndicate of capital- 
ists for $2,000,000, and the Michigan Central Railroad Company 
was chartered to complete and operate it. The Michigan 
Southern was sold by the State for $500,000, and passed into the 
hands of the Michigan Southern Railroad Company. 

This was the last of railroad building by the State. In 
1849 the Central reached Lake Michigan at New Buffalo, and 
in May, 1852, both roads entered Chicago. 

The Detroit & Pontiac, re-organized as the Detroit & Mil- 
waukee, now pushed forward, and in 1858, also reached Lake 
Michigan at Grand Haven ; and thus the State was spanned 
by the three lines of railroad, as originally contemplated in 
1837. 

I shall not attempt to trace, step by step, the further growth 
of the railroad system of Michigan, as it has developed year by 
year, until it has reached its present vast proportions. 

Those of us who have lived in Michigan for the last 35 
years, may say that it has grown up under our eyes. 

Among the earlier were the Jackson, Lansing & Saginaw, 
the Flint & Pere Marquette, and the Grand Rapids & Indiana, 
all penetrating the northern part of the State; while in more 
recent years the Detroit, Lansing & Northern, the Chicago & 
West Michigan, the Toledo, Ann Arbor & Northern, the Grand 
Trunk, and scores of others interlace the State with a net-work 
of iron. " Figuratively " speaking the following statistics tell 
the story of magnificent growth : 

RAILROAD MILEAGE BY DECADES. 



Mileage 1838 63 miles. 

44 1848 326 44 

44 1858 703 " 

44 1868 1,120 44 

44 1878 3,564 44 

44 1888 6,411 44 

44 1890 6,957.27 44 

Number of roads operated in the State 78 
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Cost of railroad properties operated in 

Michigan .$ 699,401,821.78 

Receipts for 1890 93,430,433 

Operating expenses , 63,920,091.54 

Miles run by trains 71,578,208 

Number of passengers carried 33,503,059 

Tons of freight transported from Michigan 

stations 26,185,257 

Tons of freight transported one mile 8,997,937,524 

In round numbers 9,000,000,000 

ROLLING STOCK. 

Locomotives 3,131 

Passenger cars 1,530 

Baggage, mail and express 663 

Box freight cars 56,190" 

Stock cars 6,600 

Platform cars 24,257 

Ore cars 14,674 

Other cars 4,176 



Total 111,222 

Employes of railroads doing business in Michigan 

in 1890 65,257 

LAKE TRANSPORTATION. 

But transportation is not wholly by railroad or by land. 
Concurrently with this immense development of the railroad 
system, a vast carrying trade has grown up upon the lakes and 
waterways which border the State, hardly second in import- 
ance to the railroad commerce. 

The floating equipment of the lakes, as given in the census 
of 1890, is not arranged by States, but by lakes and ports. It is 
not possible, therefore, to give accurately the water commerce 
of Michigan, but some items may be given : 

MICHIGAN TONNAGE ON THE LAKES, 1890. 
PORTS. NO. OF VESSELS. TONNAGE. 

Detroit 275 129,768 

Port Huron 293 61,482 

Grand Haven 225 20,425 

Marquette Ill 20,759 

Bay City 56 31,176 

Muskegon 17 3,088 
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This represents only a portion of the carrying of Michigan 
commerce by water, for a large portion of the Tessels engaged 
in it are registered in other States. 

The first propeller was built on the lakes in 1842, just fifty 
years ago. Until 1855 the increase was slow. From 1856 
onward the growth was rapid, owing to the construction of the- 
St. Clair flats canal and the opening of the St. Mary's ship 
canal. Not only the number but the size also has steadily 
increased. 

Beginning with vessels of 400 tons and under, as harbors 
and waterways have been deepened, the tonnage has increased 
until propellers of from 1,200 to 3,000 tons are common, and 
this evolution is still going on. 



This vast amount of transportation is chiefly employed in 
shipping the enormous mineral and forest products of the 
State, for no State of the Union, and perhaps no equal popu- 
lation in the world, has more varied wealth and more diversi- 
fied industries than Michigan. 

Chief of the mineral resources of the State is iron. Mich- 
igan produced in 1890, 7,185,175 tons of iron ore, worth at the 
mines at least $26,000,000, being about of the iron ore mined 
in the United States, and that, too, of the best grades of ore.. 
Nearly half of this product was of the grade of Bessemer ore. 

Shipments of iron ore from Michigan mines have increased 
as follows : 

1855 1,449 tons. 

1860 114,410 " 

1870 859,507 " 

1880 1,948,334 " 



COPPER. 

Until the year 1890 Michigan was the greatest copper pro- 
ducing State in the Union, and in 1889 produced more than 



MINING AND LUMBERING. 



1885. 
1890. 



2,205,190 " 
7,185,139 " 

50,766,109 tons. 



Total to date. 
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any other country in the world. In 1890 Montana took the 
lead. 

In that year Michigan produced 100,607,151 lbs., worth 15| 
cents per pound, making a total output of $15,845,427.28. 

The total copper production of the United States was, for 
1890, 273,547,151 pounds, so that Michigan produced consider- 
able more than one-third of the whole. 

The total of her product, including 1890, has been 663,899 
tons. 

SALT. 

Next in importance of her mineral resources is salt. 

In 1890 there were in operation in the State 97 salt works 
with a producing capacity of about 6,000,000 bbls. 

The actual production for that year was 3,838,637 bbls. 
Until about 1860 the manufacture of salt in commercial quan- 
tities was practically unknown in Michigan. 

How it has grown is shown by the following figures : 

Produced in 1860 4,000 bbls. 

" . 1870 621,352 " 

" 1875 1,081,856 " 

" 1880 2,676,588 " 

** 1885 3,297,403 " 

" 1890 3,838,937 " 

Total to date 52,874,937 bbls. 

We have it on the highest of authority that salt is good. 
And we may say that Michigan is the salt of the earth in more 
senses than one. 

GYPSUM. 

Our gypsum mines have been of large commercial import- 
ance. 

In the year 1890 we produced 29,500 tons in the form of 
land plastor and 238,700 barrels in the form of stucco. 

The total to date has been 920,436 tons of plaster and 
2,498,383 barrels of stucco. 

Michigan also has gold. In 1890 the Hopes mine at Ish- 
peming produced of gold $65,240. 

Though we do not count this as one of our sources of 
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wealth, yet it exceeds the aggregate of all our mining indus- 
tries in 1840. 

COAL. 

Coal is produced to some extent The amount mined in 
1890 was 71,991 tons, and although new discoveries in the 
Huron peninsula seem to promise largely, it is not probable 
that Michigan will ever be reckoned as an important coal pro- 
ducing State. 

LUMBER. 

I shall not weary you with the progressive statistics of 
lumber, but only say that for many years Michigan has been 
the foremost producer of lumber in the Union, and that means 
in the world. In 1880 the number of lumber manufacturing 
establishments in Michigan was 1,649. 

Capital invested in manufacturing lumber $39,260,428 



Persons employed 24,235 

Wages paid during year 6,967,905 

Value of logs and mill supplies 32,251,372 

Total value of lumber $52,449,928 



Amount of lumber products (about) 5,500,000,000 ft, 

I have not the actual figures at hand, but I believe that the 
value of forest products taken from this State and shipped out 
of it has exceeded a thousand million dollars. 

The statistics of our lumber products for 1890 are not yet 
published, but the official estimate of our forest and saw mill 
products for that year aggregate upward of $55,000,000. 

OTHER MANUFACTURES. 

The statistics of manufactures for 1890 are being issued by 
industries, and only a few have yet been completed. 

Summaries of a few which have been issued are here given : 



PIO IRON. 

Number of Furnaces 26 

Tons produced, 1889 224,908 

Steel works 

Tons of steel produced 5,600 
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WOOL MANUFACTURES, 1889. 



Establishments 

Capital invested 

Number of hands employed 



52 

.$1,899,460 
1,428 
390,147 
.$1,689,970 



Wages paid, 1889 
Value of product. 



I have sought in vain at the United States census office, 
both in person and by letter, for the statistics which would 
measure the growth of other manufacturing industries, but 
they are not yet sufficiently advanced to make it possible to 
obtain even the aggregates. But there is one industry which 
I cannot forbear to mention, because it is the leading industry 
of a city which scarcely' had a local habitation or a name in 
1840— it is furniture. 

The single city of Grand Rapids has 46 furniture factories, 
employing a capital of $6,160,300, doing a business of $10,000,- 
000 annually, and giving employment to more than 6,600 men 
and boys. 

The total number of manufacturing establishments in that 
city (not local) is 498. Capital employed, $18,228,000; busi- 
ness transacted, $33,555,000; number of employes, 15,000. 

With this statement I think I may close this exhibit of 
material growth of 50 years. I ought to say here, in justifica- 
tion of these lengthy and, I fear, dry details of material devel- 
opment, that when I received the invitation of your present 
moderator to prepare this address, the subject assigned me 
was " Fifty Years of Material Growth; " and sticking close to 
my text 1 had completed this address before becoming aware 
of the change of the topic to the broader and more inspiring 
form in which it now appears upon the program, " Fifty Years 
of Michigan." I had supposed that others would treat dis- 
tinctively of the educational, social and political history of our 
State. But this view would be too incomplete were I not to 
add a few words upon these most important features of growth. 

Prior to the admission of the State into the Union there 
conld hardly be said to be a school system in Michigan. 

The present school system owes its origin to a Congrega- 
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tional Home missionary, Rev. John D. Pierce, the first Super- 
intendent of Public Instruction under the constitution. 

1 remember " Father Pierce" very well in the days when I 
was preparing for college at Ypsilanti, and during my course 
at Ann Arbor. No commencement of Normal school or Uni- 
versity was complete without him, and he took a just pride in 
his share in shaping the educational system of Michigan. 

Another man to whom great credit is due is Stevens T. 
Mason, the first Governor of the State. It was by him that 
" Father Pierce," as he was afterwards known, was appointed, 
and together they worked out the plan — from district school 
to University. 

It was through these two men that the land grant made to 
the State on its admission was not frittered away as it was in 
so many States. A monument to these two men is yet to be 
erected, and an appropriate spot would be on the University 
grounds at Ann Arbor. 

It is hardly needful to say that in 1840 there were no graded 
schools, no high schools, no normal school, no agricultural col- 
lege, and no university. 

In 1841 the first student entered the University. There 
were three teachers, including the acting President. That stu- 
dent still lives, in the city of Grand Rapids — not an old man 
either — while the University registers 2,700 students, taught 
by more than 80 Professors and Instructors, and last year con- 
ferred 623 degrees upon examination. 

From 1845 to 1850 the evolution of the graded school com- 
menced, and has gone forward until in 1890 wo had 513 graded 
schools, 194 high schools and 6,655 ungraded schools. The 
total number of districts in the State is 7,168. 

The total school census of 1890 showed 654,502 children of 
school age and a total enrollment of 427,032. At the same 
time there were attending private schools 33,975. 

These child ron were taught by 15,990 teachers, who received 
in wages 33,326,287. 

Our Normal school, Agricultural college and Mining school 
are among the very best in the land. Besides all these insti- 
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tutions we have flourishing denominational colleges at Albion, 
Adrian, Alma, Battle Creek, Detroit, Hillsdale, Holland, Kal- 
amazoo, Olivet and the Michigan Military Academy at 
Orchard Lake, besides several ladies' seminaries well entitled 
to rank as colleges. Snrely every citizen of Michigan may 
review with pride and wonder the growth of her educational 
system during these fifty years. 

SOCIAL CONDITIONS. 

This almost measureless growth of wealth, contemporane- 
ous with the increase of educational facilities, has wrought 
great social changes. 

We have drifted and are drifting^perhaps inevitably — 
farther and farther away from the simple social conditions of 
fifty years ago. The palatial residence has replaced the log 
cabin ; the great factory has taken the place of the humble 
shop ; luxury in furnishings, in art and in equipage has taken 
the place of scant surroundings and simple living. 

A tendency grows ever stronger to divide the people on 
lines of social conditions, and with this tendency comes a 
greater need for the leveling and humanizing influence of the 
Gospel of Christ. 

We need more and more to remember that we are but trus- 
tees for God and humanity of all this wealth and of all these 
privileges. 

MICHIGAN AND THE NATION. 

The people of Michigan have ever been loyal and liberty 
loving. 

Their free frontier life, somewhat isolated by their geo- 
graphical position, made them independent in spirit and hos- 
tile to the aggressive demands of Slavery. 

Michigan answered the Fugitive Slave Law with her " Per- 
sonal Liberty Act" 

When Slavery declared war on the nation, Michigan stood 
loyally by her faith and her allegiance. 

She offered her manhood in no stinted measure and poured 
out her best blood, a free libation, upon the altar of liberty 
and union. 
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At the call of Abraham Lincoln, President of the United 
States, she pnt into the field more than 90,000 men, organized 
into thirty regiments of infantry, eleven regiments of cavalry, 
fourteen batteries of artiller3 r , one regiment of engineers, one 
regiment of sharp-shooters, one regiment of colored troops 
and many independent organizations. 

There was scarcely a battlefield of the great war where 
Michigan men did not take a conspicuous and honorable part. 

Of those troops 358 officers and 14,497 enlisted men were 
killed in action, or died of wounds and disease during the war. 

What a story of valor, of struggle, of achievement and suf- 
fering and death is summed up in those figures! 

More precious than her piled up millions, dearer than riches 
of mine, or forest or factory, to Michigan, now and evermore, 
is her wealth in manhood and womanhood, the priceless heri- 
tage of her sons and daughters. 

The future of our beloved State we can only dream. But 
the past is secure. The future will depend much upon this 
generation and the ideals upon which we build. 

Truly the lines have fallen to us in pleasant places. How- 
ever appropriate the inscription on the great seal of the State 
may have been when it was adopted, 57 years ago, it is more 
appropriate now. " Si quceris Peninsulam Amcenam Circum- 
spice" — " If you seek a beautiful peninsula, look around you ! " 
It is indeed beautiful, and it is also great, and flourishing and 
rich. 

Laved on the east, north and west by the great " unsalted 
seas," bearing a commerce unequaled in ancient or modern 
times; treasuring in her bosom inexhaustible mineral wealth; 
clad with a native forest growth that has been and is a source 
of vast wealth in itself, and bespeaks the richness of the soil 
from which it springs; with luxuriant fields of grain unsur- 
passed in richness; with flocks and herds counted by millions;, 
with manufactures of almost endless variety and extent; with 
an educational system the equal of any in the world; and a 
university abreast with any in excellence and the foremost on 
the continent in numbers; with State institutions for the de- 
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fective and the unfortunate that are models of their kind, 
Michigan enters upon the second half-century of her state- 
hood, proud of her past, confident of her future, and thankful 
to God for all that He hath wrought in her behalf. 

It is for us, citizens of the State, to remember that oppor- 
tunity brings responsibility, and that of those to whom much 
has been given will much be required. 
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CHURCHES WHOSE NAMES HAVE DISAPPEARED 

FROM THE ROLL. 



BY REV. W. B. WILLIAMS AND REV. LEROY WARREN, D. D. 

According to the National Year- Book for 1892, the names 
of 242 new Congregational churches were enrolled in 1891 
and the names of 74 churches were dropped as having become 
extinct. That so large a percentage of the churches organized 
sooner or later disappear from the roll, illustrates in part the 
infirmity of human judgment as well as the lack of faith and 
devotion, and in part the rapid changes of population. In the 
east as well as in the west, churches die and their names are 
dropped from the roll. The Boston Congregationalist lately 
said : " Of 27 churches in old Boston, which had been organ- 
ized prior to 1870, only 11 remain on the roll." 

An examination of the minutes of our State Association for 
the past fifty years shows that almost every year one or more 
names have disappeared from the roll. The number of these 
dropped names is large in the aggregate. Sometimes a name 
is dropped and then reappears next year. Such temporary 
disappearance of a name is due to the failure of the church to 
report, or to an omission on the part of a scribe. Also, about 
a dozen names have been dropped for a time and have after- 
wards appeared on account of the revival of the church, or the 
organization of a new one wholly or partly on the same field. 
In some instances a new church has been organized on the 
site of a church which had become extinct, and the new organ- 
ization has taken a new name. In five instances names have 
been placed upon the roll by a typographical error, thus add- 
ing to the number of names which have been dropped. These 
are : " Adonis " for Adams, " Dow " for Dorr, " Kalen " for 
Keeler, " Saline " for Salem, and " Wilson " for Windsor. Five 
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churches outside the State have been on our roll, but are not 
now associated with us. Pioneer and Sylvania in Ohio were 
once connected with the Southern association. Michigan City 
and Cool Spring, Indiana, formerly belonged to Kalamazoo 
association, but are not now so associated. The church at 
Corpus Christi, Texas, was reported as belonging to Kalama- 
zoo association in 1871. That church now finds fellowship 
nearer home. Deducting names of churches outside the State 
and names which are typographical errors, reduces by ten the 
number of names which have disappeared. 

In the earlier years some Plan of Union churches were put 
on the roll in the hope, probably, that they might some time 
become Congregational, which hope was not realized. Battle 
Creek, Milford and Hastings belong to this class, and possibly 
Mount Clemens. Parma was enrolled in 1861, probably on 
some similar ground. Monroe, Grand Traverse county, or- 
ganized in 1863, was a " Union " church, which does not appear 
to have become Congregational. 

In many cases the disappearance of a name has been due 
simply to a change made necessary by a change in the name 
of the post office or village where the church is situated, or be- 
cause for some other reason the church has thought another 
name more desirable. We give below a list of churches which 
have thus changed their names. The left hand column gives 
the name or names by which the church was formerly known 
and the right hand column the present name. In several cases 
the change of name has been accompanied by a more or less 
complete re-organization, but the newly-named church occu- 
pies substantially, or at least partly, the same ground as the 
one whose name has disappeared, so that the new church may 
properly be regarded as the successor of the former one. 

In some cases two churches have been merged in a new 
organization. This is shown by connecting them with brack- 
ets. In two or three cases there has been an interval of a few 
years between the disappearance of a name and the revival of 
the church under the new name, so that the historical connec- 
tion between the two is comparatively slight. 
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CHURCHES WHOSE NAMES HAVE BEEN CHANGED. 

Former Name. Present Name. 

Adams North Adams. 

Adrian Town West Adrian. 

Alleyton and White Cloud White Cloud. 

Augusta (Washtenaw Co) Whittaker. 

Banks ~ Atwood. 

Barre or Barry Sandstone. 

Benton , Potterville. 

Boston South Boston. 

Brady or Bradyville Vicksburg. 

Bristol, First 1 ai™^«* 
Bristol, Second / Aimont. 

Campbell's Corners Oak wood. 

Cascade Ada. 

Carmel Charlotte. 

Comstock Galesburg. 

Detroit, Trumbull Ave. Detroit, Plymouth. 

Detroit, Second Detroit, Woodward Ave. 

Eagle and Delta Delta. 

East Johnstown, Johnstown Lacey. 

Essex Maple Rapids. 

Franklin Tipton. 

Fulton East Fulton. 

Genesee, First 1 p 
Genesee, Second / "~ uenesee. 

SSSd Center} ' bethel. 

Kelloggsville ~ Fisher's Station. 

Laphamville Rockford/ 

Lincoln and Hamlin, and Pere Marquette Ludington. 

Marilla, Cleon and Marilla Cleon. 

Medina Second Canandaigua. 

Mears Whitehall. 

Newark Saugatuck. 

New Buffalo Three Oaks. 

New Canandaigua Orion. 

Newton East Newton. 

Paris East Paris. 

Raisin ville Grape. 

Richmond and Riley Memphis. 

Salem and Lyon, Summit Salem, Second. 

Sherwood and Leonidas- Leonidas. 

Somerset, Second Jerome. 

South.Union Batavia. 

Steele's Landing, Talmadge~ Lamont. 

Troy Station Sawyer. 



Ill 



Union i... Union City. 

Vienna (Genesee Co) Clio. 

Watervliet, First Coloma. 

Watervliet, Second Watervliet. 

West Elmwood Solon. 

Yankee Springs, Thornapple Middleville. 

Besides names of churches outside the State, names which 
are typographical errors, names erroneously put upon the roll, 
names restored to the roll and names which have been changed, 
there are a considerable number of names which represent 
churches which have been transferred to other denominations, 
or have been absorbed into or succeeded by churches of other 
denominations. The following is a list of churches once on 
our roll, which became Presbyterian or were merged in a Pres- 
byterian organization. Some of these churches have had 
more than one name. In such cases the earlier name is added 
in parenthesis. With the exception of the Indian church and 
probably one other, these churches still continue. 

CHURCHES WHICH BECAME PRESBYTERIAN. 

Alma, Munger, 
Bay City (Lower Saginaw), Newberry, 
Commerce, Niles, 

Dearborn, Old Wing Mission (Ottawa and 

Detroit, Thompson (Harper Ave)., Ojibway Indian Mission), 

Flint, Plainwell, 

Gaines, Richland, 

Hamilton, Saginaw City (Upper Saginaw), 

Howell, Shiawassee, 

Ionia, Tustin, 

Lapeer, Whitewater (Elk Rapids), 

Lyons. Windsor, 

Marshall, 

In some of these cases there was a house of worship which 
was transferred to the Presbyterians along with the church or- 
ganization without any pecuniary consideraion. In the cases 
of Alma and Whitewater the Congregational Union building 
grant was partly refunded. The present Congregational 
churches of Bay City and Flint have no historical connection 
with earlier churches in those cities which became Presbyte- 
rian. In Ionia and Marshall the early Congregational churches 
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having become Presbyterian, a second later effort was made to 
establish Congregational churches, but these later enterprises 
were not successful. 

We add also a list of Congregational churches which gave 
place to or were succeeded by Methodist churches: 

CHURCHES WHICH BECAME METHODIST. 

Adrian, Leoni, 
Coopersville, Mount Morris. 

Dorr Center (Dorr Village), Nankin and Livonia, 

East Irving, Robinson. 
Goodrich, 

At Adrian the Methodist Protestants have our house of 
worship; at East Irving, the Wesleyan Methodists, and at 
Goodrich, the Free Methodists. In the other cases our churches 
were succeeded by Methodist Episcopal churches, which secured 
title to the property. 

A German Congregational church, organized at Onekama 
in 1874, was succeeded by a German Lutheran church. 

Besides these lists of churches which have changed their 
names, or their denominational connection, we might have 
another short list of Congregational churches which have dis- 
banded on account of changes of population or for other reasons, 
and have contributed a part of their membership to some 
neighboring Congregational church or churches. Such a list 
would include the following and possibly others : 

CHURCHES THAT DISBANDED. 

Atherton, Kearney, 
Elm Grove, Medina, 
Kalamazoo, Plymouth, Weldon Creek. 

Two of these churches had an important history, and in 
disbanding contributed largely to strengthen and build up 
other Congregational churches. The proceeds of the sale of 
the property of Plymouth church, Kalamazoo, were used to 
help in the building of 23 home missionary meeting houses, 
mostly in the northern counties of the State. Many of the 
members of the Medina church united with our present pros- 
perous church in Morenci. 
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We add a list of names of churches which have been 
dropped from the roll as dead, and which apparently have not, 
by their death, contributed in any large measure to the fur- 
therance of the life and work of any other church. We give, 
so far as can be ascertained, the date of organization and the 
largest number of members of each of these churches : 

CHURCHES WHICH BECAME EXTINCT. 

Name. Date of Organization. Largest Membership. 

Advance Aug. 6, 1888 14 

Algonac Apr. 15, 1841 29 

Austin Feb. 3, 1878 12 

Bellevue Oct. 1, 1871 ••••• ••»•••...«•••••• 14 

Benona May 1, 1864 18 

Bowne Oct. 28, 1844 17 

Branch July 6, 1877 10 

Bridgehampton Oct. 1, 1862 14 

Brown Sept. 27, 1877 50 

Caledonia 1844, , 15 

Casco : July 23, 1854 12 

Clam Lake May 19, 1887 47 

Climax 22 

Corinth Jan. 13, 1870 23 

Crow Island June 24, 1887 , 16 

Dewitt Apr. 29, 1851 .. 22 

Easton (Border) Mar. 24, 1851 55 

Empire Mar. 8, 1876 16 

Evergreen Mar. 1, 1889 13 

Fayette Aug. 24, 1887 20 

Farmer's Creek (Hadley)... Feb. 25, 1848 38 

Fife Lake Sept. 29, 1878 29 

Ganges Apr. 24, 1880 20 

Greenbush May 8, 1863 15 

Hanover 40 

Henrietta 1845 5 

Hayes June 12, 1884 23 

Horton's Bay June 26, 1884 19 

Ithaca June 7, 1866 44 

Hunter's Creek May 3, 1880 12 

Jackson, Second June 25, 1867 65 

Joyfield Apr. 2, 1877 9 

Keeler July 7, 1850 39 

Lakeville 1843 18 

Leroy, Township May 14, 1880 8 

Lima Jan. 17, 1830 58 

8 
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Name. Date of Organization. Largest Membership. 

Lodi Dec. 26, 1854 62 

London Mar. 25, 1838 30 

Manton Nov. 1, 1876 17 

Maple Grove Aug. 23, 1868 8 

Maple Valley Oct. 16, 1882 „ 6 

Maxwell June 1, 1882 12 

Mount Forest Nov. 7, 1880 10 

Mount Zion Nov. 4, 1880 11 

Naubinway Dec. 15, 1882 11 

New Hudson Apr. 6, 1859 19 

North Johnstown May 15, 1878 12 

Oceola Jan. 12, 1843 16 

Olive Apr. 30, 1875 15 

Otsego Lake Sept., 1875 17 

Otto Apr.'l, 1863 18 

Penfield March, 1868 23 

Ray and Lennox (Ray) Feb. 13, 1838 32 

St. Louis Aug. 9, 1882 63 

St. Mary, East May 28, 1880 11 

Sebewa 1852 15 

Sharon Apr. 24, 1850 41 

Smyrna (Otisco) July 6, 1845 41 

Spring Arbor 

Sylvan 1849 44 

Wayne (Cass County) Aug. 20, 1848 32 

Worth Sept. 1, 1859 16 

These 61 churches which became extinct had, at the largest, 
an aggregate membership of 1,452, or about 24 members each. 
Only seven of them had houses of worship. Most of them 
were small companies, worshiping in school-houses or other 
temporary quarters. Many of them were never recognized by 
council, and some were enrolled in the minutes without due 
consideration or inquiry. They were often out-stations sup- 
plied by a home missionary residing elsewhere. Upon the 
majority of these churches no great amount of pastoral labor 
or home missionary money was ever expended. In some 
cases, doubtless, the expenditure of more money and labor 
might have given the churches longer life and greater useful- 
ness. But the missionary funds were wanting, the necessary 
laborers were not secured and the church organizations were 
given up. In some cases changes of population became the 
immediate cause of the disbanding of the church. 
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There is no email interest connected with the story of 
almost every one of these churches, if there were time and 
space to tell it. They were founded in prayer and sacrifice. 
Thoy were watched over with love and hope. The great major- 
ity of them wrought a good work while they lived and fitted 
some souls for the church triumphant The giving up of these 
organizations was not in every case a loss to our work. Some- 
times it was an advantage. By merging with another church, 
either of our own or of another denomination, a church has 
sometimes contributed more to the cause of Christ than if it 
had continued alone. 

The churches which have been transferred to other denom- 
inations, though no longer in our company, are, for the most 
part, still rendering good service to the cause of Christ. In 
the changes which have occurred in recent years we have 
probably received as many churches from other denominations 
as we have given to them. In the order of Providence, churches 
may sometimes find it wise to disband, but the church lives 
on. "Upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates 
of Hades shall not prevail against it." 
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MINISTERIAL RELIEF IN MICHIGAN. 



BY REV. WOLCOTT B. WILLIAMS. 

We have at the present time (May 1, 1892) eight benefi- 
ciaries ; four of them, are widows, and two of these are now 
quite aged and will not long be with us. Two others are 
young. One of them has needed much medical care, and has 
an almost helpless child that demands constant attention. 
The death of one of our ministers has left a widow much 
broken in health, who has throe children, twelve, eight and 
three years of age. She has a life insurance of $1,000, and 
hopes by selling her horse, cow, cutter and buggy, and also 
his library, to realize $200 more. 

Two of our ministers are suffering from continued feeble- 
ness, with little prospect of ever being any better. They have 
small homes and are able to do some light work occasionally. 
Thus far $100 a year is all that wo have been able to give 
thorn, and with this they manage to keep the wolf from the 
door. 

Another brother, a most robust man in middle life, and 
one of our hardest workers, broke down utterly some years 
ago from over-work, and it was greatly feared that he would 
never be any bettor, but he partially recovered and thought 
he could take a small church, and did so. Now, after two 
years of work, he has again broken down entirely, and we 
suppose has nothing to depend upon besides what your com- 
mittee are able to send him. Another of our aged ministers 
is passing away with a cancerous tumor in the throat. In a 
letter from him received in January last he says: "I can 
only write a few lines at a time on account of pain in my 
head caused by tho swelling in my neck. This pain is almost 
constant day and night The growth is closing up my throat 
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so that at times it is difficult to swallow anything but liquid 
food. It does not, however, torture me as it did last winter." 
He is now unable to write, and his sister, writing for him, 
says: "Both he and his wife have been quite sick during 
the winter with the grip. She has at last recovered, but her 
worn-out condition and her great anxiety for her husband 
have kept her weak and nervous. The grip greatly aggra- 
vated the cancerous tumor in his throat, which has been 
slowly but surely wearing him out. His throat is nearly filled 
up and he is reduced to a mere skeleton and suffers terribly, 
and often strangles till we fear he will never get his breath 
again. This is a hard way to die, but he does not complain, 
and hopes for rest in the end." 

It is now just ten years since a movement was started in 
our meeting at Charlotte for the relief of our disabled min- 
isters and their families, and it is a fitting time to review the 
ten years' work. For the first few years we were in the habit 
of sending money to our beneficiaries as fast as it came in, 
without any regularity, sending to the one that at the moment 
seemed to be most in need ; but of late we have made remit- 
tances regularly at the first of every quarter, although at 
times your treasurer has been compelled to advance one hun- 
dred dollars in order to do it. 

During the first year 12 churches only contributed...$ 284.55 



The next year 30 churches gave 495.05 

The following year 20 churches gave 49(5.33 

The year ending in 1886, 17 churches gave 376.64 

In 1887, 36 churches gave 392.29 

" 1888, 44 " " 567.65 

" 1889,49 " " 650.28 

" 1890, 57 " 615.86 

" 1891,55 " " 716.53 

" 1892, 53 " " 664.28 



Total receipts in ten years $5,259.46 



i 

Included in the above are collections taken at nearly all 
the meetings of the General Association, and also at meetings 
of the Genesee Association, and there are also included in it 
many individual gifts. The Lansing church has taken up a 
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collection for this cause every year, and it is the only church 
in the State of which this can be said. 

One hundred and sixty-three of our churches, or more 
than one-half of them, have never given anything to this 
cause; many of these, however, are feeble, and some but 
recently organized. 

Inasmuch as every minister or his family is liable to be 
overtaken by misfortune, and thus compelled to fall back 
upon this Association for aid, it would seem that everyone 
would take a special and personal interest in presenting this 
cause to his church yearly. 

During the ten years we have aided sixteen different fami- 
lies ; one widow, at an expense of $50, was enabled to return 
to her friends in England ; two families became self-support- 
ing; two ministers and four widows have died, and there are 
now eight beneficiaries on our hands. 

The following churches have given the sums set opposite 
their several names for the relief of the families of disabled 
ministers, during the ten years ending May 16, 1892: 



Ada, First $ 4.50 

Ada, Second 2.50 

Allegan 54.25 

Allendale 20.00 

Almira- 2.00 

Alpena 30.00 

Ann Arbor 212.23 

Armada 6.00 

Ashley 1.75 

Athens 6.00 

Atwood 12.11 

Bancroft 5.31 

Bay City 35.83 

Bedford 8.00 

Benton Harbor 8.20 

Benzonia 28.40 

Bradley 2.00 

Breckenridge 2.00 

Bridgman 5.00 

Bridgport 9.10 

Bronson 5.00 

Cadillac 10.00 



Calumet $307.19 

Cannon 8.00 

Cannonsburg 1.00 

Carsonville 1.70 

Ceresco 8.49 

Charlevoix 4.40 

Charlotte 112.78 

Cheboygan 4.71 

Chelsea 77.33 

Clinton 36.29 

Clio 16.37 

Coloma 3.43 

Columbus 6.80 

Cooper 61.50 

Coral 1.25 

Covert 20.25 

Croton 5.50 

Custer 10.00 

Detroit, First 481.84 

Detroit, Woodward ave 234.78 

Detroit, Plymouth 20.00 

Dorr 34.36 
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Dowagiac $ 13.00 1 

East Fulton 8.80 

East Gilead 9.00 

Eastlake 1.00 

East Paris 1.50 

East Saginaw 75.38 

Eaton Rapids 27.89 

Essexville. 11.10 

Farwell 2.00 

Flat Rock 2.44 

Flint 68.57 

Freeport 2.25 

Galesburg. 10.00 

Genesee 1.00 

Grand Blanc 25.02 

Grand Haven 6.50 

Grand Junction 5.00 

Goodrich 14.00 

Grand Rapids, First 338.07 

Grand Rapids, South 14.10 

Grandville 3.00 

Grass Lake 31.40 

Greenville 189.73 

Hancock 47.89 

Hersey 9.00 

Highland Station 7.75 

Hopkins, First 2.00 

Hopkins Station 3.40 

Hudson 38.24 

Imlay City 32.72 

Ironton 3.06 

Ithaca 2.00 

Jackson 131.58 

Johnstown & Barry 5.00 

Kalamazoo, First 10.00 

Kalamazoo, Plymouth 5.95 

Kalamo 2.00 

Kendall 3.00 

Lansing 208.09 

Leroy 2.00 

Leslie, First 8.80 

Leslie, Second 67 

Lexington 71.24 

Litchfield 10.90 

Lowell 3.50 

Ludington 10.25 



Mancelona $ 3.00 

Manistee 83.25 

Maple Rapids 12.89 

Mattawan 12.98 

Memphis 13.14 

Michigan Center 4.54 

Muskegon 84.30 

Nashville 5.48 

Newaygo. 2.50 

New Baltimore 14.30 

New Haven 9.25 

North Adams 3.50 

North Leoni 5.25 

Northport 14.00 

Olivet 48.17 

Orion 5.25 

Ovid 1.15 

Owosso ~ 13.83 

Oxford: 5.87 

Pentwater 14.25 

Perry 4.66 

Pinckney 5.89 

Port Huron - 208.25 

Portland 4.00 

Port Sanilac 4.57 

Potterville 2.00 

Reed City 24.61 

Richmond 20.00 

Rochester 3.17 

Rockford 2.90 

Romeo 12.00 

Royal Oak 20.71 

St. Clair 51.74 

St.Ignace 12.00 

St. Johns 36.60 

St. Joseph 16.72 

Sandstone 4.50 

Saugatuck 3.75 

Shelby 11.00 

Sheridan 1.00 

Somerset 2.30 

South Haven 11.19 

Stanton 76.38 , 

Three Oaks 27.00 

Franklin 5.00 

Traverse City 15.00 
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Tyrone $ 2.93 

Union City 54.69 

XJtticft • •■•••«•••••••*••••■••• ^»00 

Vermontville 4.44 

Vernon 28.22 

Vestaburg 1.00 

Vicksburg 3.00 

Wacousta 5.00 

Watervleit 55.77 

Webster 14.00 

Wheatland 93.36 

White Cloud 2.00 



Whitehall $ 19.26 

Whittaker 4.15 

Two Collections of Genesee 

Association 12.11 

Seven Collections of Gener- 
al Association 417.82 

Given by non-residents of 

the State 158.00 

Given by anonymous per- 
sons 27.82 



Total given in ten years.. .$5,259.46 



•- 
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THE BENEVOLENCES OF FIFTY YEARS. 



BY DBA. HENRY E. BAKER. 

The societies to whose support the gifts of the Congrega- 
tional churches of Michigan have gone in the past fifty years 
are ten in number — the American Tract Society and the 
American Sunday School Union, undenominational organiza- 
tions, to which our churches were accustomed to give quite 
freely in our first quarter century of existence; the American 
Bible Society, to which churches of every name, except the 
Baptist, have gladly contributed ; and the seven existing 
national societies through which at present our work is almost 
entirely done, viz: The American Board, the American Home 
Missionary Society, the American Missionary Association, the 
New West Education Commission, the Congregational Union 
— now known by its more appropriate and expressive title of 
Church Building Society — the Sunday School and Publishing 
Society, and the American College and Education Society. 

The figures of the American Tract Society and the Ameri- 
can Sunday School Union have been furnished from their 
treasurers' books, so far as it has been possible to separate our 
churches from the mass of other givers. As to the Biblo So- 
ciety, it has been impossible to ascertain any facts that can 
possess the slightest value, for the reason that their books 
show the receipts in nearly every case from local auxiliary 
societies which embraced in their membership churches of all 
denominations, except the Baptist, and whose gifts were sent 
in bulk and credited to such auxiliary society. The treasurers 
of the Congregational Union, the Sunday School and Pub- 
lishing Society, and the College and Education Society, have 
kindly furnished the donations from our churches as credited 
on their books, but our connection with the two last named 
has been so recent that the showing is not large. 
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As to the three remaining large societies, to which the 
great bulk of our gifts have gone, resort has been had to the 
volumes of the Missionary Herald and Home Missionary from 
1842 to 1891, inclusive, and in which is found the monthly 
acknowledgments of the treasurers of the American Board 
and American Home Missionary Society; while similar use 
has been made of the American Missionary from 1864, the date 
of organized effort for work among the freedraen. Of course, 
these monthly acknowledgments are accurate to a penny, 
but it is not to be hoped that, in the transcription and colla- 
tion of this vast amount of details, all errors have been 
escaped. Nothing that painstaking and prolonged labor and 
special care could do to ensure correctness has been wanting, 
but no vaunting claims are put forth as to the perfection of 
the results finally reached. It has been faithfully aimed at. 
That is all we care to say. 

The task of gathering the benevolent contributions of our 
churches for half a century has proved much more formidable 
than was at first anticipated. The reports as found in our 
annually published minutes are confessedly unsatisfactory. 
For the first 23 years no effort whatever was made to collect 
these statistics, and nothing is to be found concerning them 
in the minutes, while for the past quarter of a century they 
have been reported without any generally accepted system, 
many times in a careless and incomplete manner by unskilled 
and frequently changing clerks and treasurers, all this neces- 
sarily eventuating in an untrustworthy mass of figures. With, 
the growing experience of years, defects in these reports have 
been corrected, and a gradual approach towards complete 
accuracy has boon made, but that most desirable standard can 
hardly be said yet to be attained. 

In this condition of things, resort has been had to the 
treasurers' books of the different societies, as has been already 
explained. But even here we have encountered new and 
most perplexing difficulties. Fifty years ago the American 
Board and the American Home Missionary Society were doing 
the work of both the Presbyterian and Congregational de- 
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nominations, and for the first quarter of a century, and more, 
of our history the contributions of both were poured into a 
common treasury. The labor of separating those two streams 
of benevolence, and gathering out that belonging to the Con- 
gregational churches, has been one of exceeding difficulty. 
Numbers of churches that, in their origin, were Congrega- 
tional, in the final separation cast in their lot on the Presby- 
terian side. Many of those early-giving churches are extinct, 
and it is not always easy to determine whether we should take 
the credit for their girts or award it to our Presbyterian 
friends, especially as both denominations were freely repre- 
sented in their union membership. Still other churches have 
changed their names, and the work of tracing out the succes- 
sion and giving the legitimate heirs their inherited credit 
has not always been an easy one. 

A difficulty peculiar to the Homo Missionary contributions 
was encountered in this state of facts: Two churches are 
yoked together under one missionary pastor. He sends their 
donation to the society's treasury under the joint name of 
both churches. Of course, the portion of this sum given by 
each church is unknown, nor is there any means now, after 
the lapse of years, of ascertaining what the separate items 
are that wero given by each church. In this dilemma—and 
there have been scores of such— all that can be done is to di- 
vide such reported amounts between the contributing churches 
in proportion to their membership. This is not accuracy, but 
it is the nearest approach to it possible under the circum- 
stances. Fortunately, it does not affect the totals, and is found 
entirely among churches giving but small sums. Yet they 
are entitled to exact credit if it could only be given. 

These and similar difficulties have greatly beset the labor 
of getting at the facts in connection with the work of foreign 
and home missions. 

In the case of the American Missionary Association, an- 
other and distinctive obstacle was encountered. This society 
was organized to represent the most earnest anti-slavery 
sentiment of the country. It had its zealous supporters in all 
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the denominations, and outside of any, among men who were 
powerfully moved by a deep sense of the injustice and wrong 
inherent in a system of human bondage, and of the curse 
visited upon a helpless and unoffending people. The sup- 
porters of this society for years were individual, rather than 
organic, and they were found in churches of every name, 
among worldly men, and even infidels. The Association's 
books, therefore, represent this state of facts, giving credit 
almost wholly to individuals and public meotings, and in few 
instances, for the first dozen or fifteen years, to churches as 
such. In these many hundreds of names there are enrolled 
those of a large number of members of our Congregational 
jehurches, but no man living is able to identify and locate 
them in a great majority of instances. The credit, therefore, 
accruing to our churches from these gifts to the American 
Missionary Association is largely lost. In addition, to a 
smaller degree, the obstacles encountered in connection with 
the statiHtics of home and foreign missions have also been met 
with in compiling those of the work among the freedmen. 

In view of the state of facts thus set forth, it can hardly 
be a matter of surprise to be informed that, after the most 
laborious and painstaking effort, the result reached in gather- 
ing the statistics connected with the benevolent giving of our 
churches, is far from satisfactory. Entire accuracy, in which 
lies the value of statistics, is simply unattainable. We can 
only reach an approximation, but we feel assured that, to a 
large degree, so much has been surely secured, and, therefore, 
that the figures which have been compiled and tabulated to 
accompany this report will possess something, at least, of per- 
manent interest and value. As such they are submitted. 
They will present the gifts of our churches for the last half 
century with a fairly close approach to correctness, and make 
up a statement of results in this branch of religious effort of 
which we have no reason to bo ashamed. For it should not 
be forgotten that, with not a solitary exception, the early 
years of every Congrogational church in Michigan was one of 
poverty and struggle, while in a majority of instances they 
have never emerged from that condition. 
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One other fact should be mentioned. The gifts, as reported 
from individuals known to be connected with our churches, 
have been credited in our compilation to those churches. The 
object of this inquiry has been to show what our churches, 
i. e., their members, have been doing in the way of benevo- 
lence for their first half century. This course, therefore, 
seemed entirely just and proper. And it is this fact that has 
lifted some churches into a conspicuous position in the tables 
of figures that accompany this report. Notably is this the 
case with Union City and Romeo, where the royal, all-round 
giving of Dea. I. W. Clark and the Misses Dickinson pushes 
up the totals of these churches far into the thousands in the 
columns devoted to every one of our large societies. Like 
generous devotion is to be noted in the case of Dea. W. B. 
Palmer, whose steady interest in the American Missionary 
Association crops out in the otherwise unaccountable figures 
that exalt the little rural church of Augusta into a most hon- 
orable position. Olivet, Lodi, Dexter and some others are the 
beneficiaries in our tables from like givers, though in lesser 
degree. Nor do we, in thus mentioning the names of some 
shining examplos of the noble consecration of wealth among 
us, by any means disparage the unnamed and unknown multi- 
tude of small givers, whose combined offerings make up, after 
all, the large sum totals of what has been done, and whose 
self-denials and prayers have entered into and made sacred 
all our benevolent giving. God knows them, every one, and 
He who seeth in secret shall one day reward openly. It is 
enough. 

The total sums thus finally ascertained are as follows : 

To the American Home Missionary Society $227,820.82 

" American Board 198,116.73 

" American Missionary Association 77,187.38 

" Congregational Church Building Society... 56,713.92 

" Sunday School and Publishing Society 6,977.23 

" New West Education Commission 5,879.71 

" American Sunday School Union 5,288.14 

Ministerial Relief Fund 5,259.46 

College and Education Society 5,241.09 

" American Tract Society 1,372.53 

Total $589,857.01 
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Of the total sum given to foreign missions, and credited to 
our churches, the women of their membership, in 24 years, 
through their separate organization, have contributed $97,- 
690.32, or within $2,000 of ont-half the entire sum. Brethren, 
such a record may well cover us with shame ! Of the total 
given to home missions, the women, in 11 years, have 
raised and paid into the Home Mission treasury $28,864.88. 
They have also given $1,254.92 to the American Missionary 
Association, $216.56 to the New West Education Commis- 
sion, $206.32 to the Sunday School and Publishing Society, 
and $30 to the College and Education Society. 

These figures, as already shown, make up a grand total of 
$589,857.01. Then in the minutes of this Association from 
year to year appears a column headed, " Other Benevo- 
lences," a grand catch-all, into which is dumped all the mis- 
cellaneous giving of our churches of every name and nature. 
Its grand total in 21 years, for which time it has appeared, 
foots up $351,462.89 — a sum within $75,000 as much as we 
have given to the home and foreign mission causes combined. 

In addition to these sums, a list of legacies prepared fur- 
nishes the following interesting facts relative to posthumous 
gifts: 

From Congrega- From Presby- 
tional Sources. terian Sources. 

To the American Board $23,017.30 $34,956.97 

" American Home Mis- 
sionary Society 29,288.31 3,914.05 

" American Missionary As- 
sociation 41,029.01 4,007.25 

It may be proper to add, by way of explanation, that of 
the gifts from Presbyterian sources to the American Board, 
$13,787.55 came from the estate of Rev. Wm. M. Ferry, ot 
Grand Haven. There were also two largo bequests, included 
under the head "From Presbyterian Sources," from two 
sisters, members of the Woodward Avenue Baptist Church, 
Detroit, amounting to $15,481.70, which are quite peculiar. 
They received a considerable fortune from a brother, John 
Gibson, who was an adherent of the Presbyterian Church ; 
and upon their death, after giving something like three-tenths 
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of their estate to a brother then living, divided the romainder 
among four Baptist missionary societies, two Presbyterian 
and one Congregational, in equal parts, thus seeking to share 
their own preferences with what they deemed would have 
been those of their brother had he had the disposal of the 
comfortable fortune for which they were indebted to him. It 
is an instance of faithful recognition and affectionate remem- 
brance that can hardly bo said to be common. 

The largest individual bequests on the Congregational 
side of foreign missions were those of Mrs. Sarah J. Sweetzer, 
of Port Huron, $10,000, and Mr. Wm, A. House, of Kalama- 
zoo, 84,000. The father of the Misses Dickinson, of Romeo, 
besides gifts in his lifetime, left $1,000 in his will, and the 
mother followed with $2,000. 

Of the home mission legacies, the largest are those of Mrs. 
Sweetzer, $10,000 ; John C. Winans, of Chelsea, $4,304.48 . 
Wm. A. House, $4,000; and Mrs. Elizabeth Booth, of Allegan, 
$2,000; while Mr. and Mrs. Dickinson, of Romeo, exactly 
duplicated their bequests to the American Board. 

The principal legacies to the American Missionary Asso- 
ciation were those of Mr. Winans, $8,404.48 ; Dea. Wm. B. 
Palmer, who lived the last few years of his life at Olivet, and 
left for the work in which he had taken such a deep interest 
during his life the sum of $9,322.20 ; Mr. House, $4,000 ; and Eli 
Benton, of the extinct Lodi church, $4,459.73, the proceeds of 
land sold. 

Now, to make a final analysis of these figures : We find 
that the combined sums given to all our home mission causes, 
including legacies and "other benevolences," amount to 
$813,520.49, while the total given to foreign missions aggre- 
gates $221,134.03, or considerably over the proportion of three 
and a half to one in favor of the home mission side. And then, 
if we were to include in our comparison the sums spent for our 
parish current expenses, and also the large amount given 
for building our churches — and if these current expenses are 
not for home missions, what are they for ? — which foot up in 
the last 23 years, during which the account has been kept, to 
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a little over 86,000,000, we should find in the final comparison 
that we are giving three dollars out of every one hundred for 
foreign missions — only this, and nothing more. 

And yet, we sometimes hear people say that we are giving 
too much to foreign missions ! 

Two brief items more of statistics, and this recital is done. 

The grants of the American Home Missionary Society in 
aid of our churches for the past 50 years amount to $612,- 
840.37, and to those of our Presbyterian neighbors and 
friends, $126,130.73 more, or a grand total of $738,971.10- 
This great society has proved a royal nursing mother to the 
religious interests and the permanent welfare of Michigan. 

At the same time, the grants in aid of church building 
from the worthy sister of the Home Missionary Society — the 
Congregational Union — aggregate the noble sum of $114,- 
682.73. Toward the payment of this debt our churches have 
refunded $7,383.10. 

Such are the facts as they are gathered up from the well- 
nigh forgotten records of the half century from which we 
now turn away. They have been eventful years. A little 
one has become a thousand in our noble State, both civilly 
and religiously. A few thousands have grown into millions. 
Unbroken solitudes have become vocal with the hum of in- 
dustry. The mighty forests have disappeared as before a 
magician's wand, and teeming cities and bustling villages 
swarm over the Commonwealth. Our own churches have 
well kept pace with all this marvelous development. They 
have done a work that no arithmetic of earth can compute. 
We lay it all humbly, thankfully, at the Master's feet. Not 
unto us, not unto us, be the glory of all or any of this, but 
unto that Name which is above every name, whether in 
heaven or upon the earth. 

Turn we now to the half century that stretches away this 
day from our very feet. What shall it bring to us and to 
those who shall come after us? The westering sun, steadily 
dropping down, is shining full in the faces of many of us. 
We shall not long be here. Hardly is it possible that one who 
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sits in this house at this moment will be here this day fifty 
years hence. It matters not — if only those who shall catch up the 
standard as it falls from our dying hands shall be faithful to 
their high and solemn trust If they will but enter into our 
labors with increase of means, of zeal, and of consecration, 
how shall the blessed work speed on to its glorious and final 
and assured triumph, and, broadening and deepening in its 
onward sweep, shall flow that river whose streams, fed from 
our endeavor, shall forever make glad the City of our God ! 
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WOMAN'S WORK FOR MISSIONS. 



Contributions of the Women's Missionary Societies to the American 
Board ok Commissioners for Foreign Missions, (through the Women's 
Board of Missions for the Interior,) the American Home Mission- 
ary Society, the American Missionary Association, the New 
West Education Commission, the Sunday School and Pub- 
lishing Society, and the American College and Educa- 
tion Society. Compiled from Official Sources. 
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THE LEGACIES GIVEN IN FIFTY YEAES. 



The following are the legacies in detail that have been given 
from Michigan in the last fifty years to the American Board, the 
American Home Missionary Society, and the American Missionary 
Association. Those marked " P." are from Presbyterian sources: 

To the American Board. 
1847 Mrs. Abigail Millington, Ypsilanti (P.) $ 100.00 



1854 Joseph S. Fenton, Genesee County (P.) 100.00 

1856 Wm. A. Boyd, Monroe (P.) 100.00 

1857 Abigail Cranson, Webster 10.00 

1862 Asa Holman, Romeo 205.00 

1862 Nathan Dickinson, Romeo, $1,000, less exchange 991.00 

1863 Mrs. James McLaurin, Fenton ville (P.)- 11.50 

1865 Mrs. Theodosia Snow, Detroit (P.) 25.00 

1866 Elijah Linnell, Adrian (P.) 100.00 

1867 Miss Sarah Smith, Hudson 100.00 

1867 Mrs. Nancy Bagley, Pontiac 50.00 

1867 E. P. Hastings and wife, Detroit (P) 450.00 

1868 Mrs. Sarah Beekman, Romeo 25.00 

1868 Mrs. Sarah E. Welles, Ann Arbor (P.) 50.00 

1869 Mrs. Jane Pearson, Milford (P.) 213.47 

1869 Josiah Millard, Battle Creek (P.) 93.75 

1873 Mrs. Mary Jane Sweetzer, Port Huron, $10,000, less 

exchange 9,971.10 

1874 Henry Root, Hudson 300.00 

1875 Wm. Bevier, Leroy 175.00 

1876 John Wilson, Armada (P.) 50.00 

1878 Mrs. Mary Ann Dickinson, Romeo 2,000.00 

1878 Amasa Carrier, Thetford 700.00 

1879 Mrs. C. B. Safford, Kalamazoo 791.16 

1879 Mrs. Betsey Barnes, Battle Creek (P.) 499.00 

1879 Charles W. Wilder, East Saginaw (P.) 182.24 

1879 Elnathan Judd, Troy (P.) 250.00 

1881 Henry Topping, Adair, out-station of Columbus 52.00 

1882 Wm. A. House, Kalamazoo, $4,000, less exchange 3,998.00 

1882 Webster Johnson Charlotte (P.) 100.00 

1883 Loren Keep, Tekonsha (P.), $1,000, less exchange 998.00 

1884 Rev. Wm. M. Ferry, Grand Haven (P.) 13,787.55 
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1886 Mrs. Julia S. Smith, Edwardaburg (P.) $ 864.76 

1887 Mrs. Nancy G. Davis, Pontiac 479.04 

1887 Abram K. Richards, Washtenaw County 45.00 

1887 Mrs. T. F. Douglass, Hillsdale (P.) 10 ).00 

1887 Miss Elizabeth Gibson, Detroit (Baptist) 7,172.36 

1887 Miss Ellen Gibson, Detroit (Baptist) 8,309.34 

1888 Bela Turner, Jackson 25.00 

1888 Mrs. Sarah F. Penfield, Detroit (P.) 500.00 

1889 Jackson Voorheis, Pontiac 100.00 

1890 Mrs. Mary A. W. Dunlap, Traverse City (P.) 900.00 

1891 Mrs. Sophronia Osborn, Romeo 1,000.00 

1891 Mrs. Elizabeth Booth, Allegan 2,000.00 

To the American Home Missionary Society. 

1856 James Penniman, Adrian (P.) 400.00 

1856 Mrs. Mary Smith, Portage 213.80 

1857 Miss Mary Wright, Jonesville (P.) 180.00 

1859 Mrs. Betsey M. Hurd, Detroit (P.) 50.00 

1859 Mrs. P. P. Andrews, Romeo 30.00 

1861 Mr. Linsley, Pine Run 37.50 

1861 Nathan Dickinson, Romeo 1,000.00 

1862 AsaHolman, Romeo 200.75 

1863 Hemau Smith 100.00 

1865 Theodosia Snow, Detroit (P.) 50.00 

1867 Miss Sarah Smith, Hudson 100.00 

1867 Mrs. Nancy Bagley, Pontiac 50.00 

1868 Mrs. Bohan Clark, Romeo 100.00 

1869 Josiah Millard, Battle Creek (P.) 94.00 

1870 Mrs. Lucinda Percival, Battle Creek (P.) 218.00 

1871 D. Garragues, Adrian (P.) 527.90 

1873 Mrs. Mary Jane Sweetzer, Port Huron 10,000.00 

1874 Win. Bevier, Leroy 340.00 

1877 Miss Mary Nash, Jackson 25.00 

1878 Mrs. Mary Ann Dickinson, Romeo 2,000.00 

1878 Mrs. Sarah M. Wolcott, Hudson 925.17 

1879 Amasa Carrier, Thetford 400.00 

1879 Mrs. C. B. Safford, Kalamazoo 793.14 

1879 Mrs. A. M. Lathrop, Adrian 956.58 

1879 C. W. Wilder, East Saginaw (P.) 186.90 

1880 Mrs. Sarah H. Fairbank, Mt. Morris 386.89 

1880 Mrs. Betsey Barnes, Battle Creek (P.) 500.00 

1882 Mrs. Sophia Hitchcock, Kalamazoo 100.00 

1882 Wm. A. House, Kalamazoo 4,000.00 

1882 Webster Johnson, Charlotte (P.) 100.00 

1884 Mrs. Nancy Davis, Pontiac 300.00 

1886 Mrs. Julia S. Smith, Edwardaburg (P.) 864.76 
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1886 John C. Winans, Chelsea 4,304.48 

1887 Geo. H. Barber, Coldwater (P.) 500.00 

1888 Bela Turner, Jackson 25.00 

1889 Mrs. Rachel J. Hammond, Detroit 750.00 

1889 Mrs. Ann D. Stickney, Birmingham (P.) 242.49 

1889 Jackson Voorheis, Pontiac 100.00 

1890 Mrs. M. F. Crosby, Three Oaks.. 50.00 

1891 Mrs. Elizabeth Booth, Allegan 2,000.00 

To the American Missionary Association. 

1870 Eli Benton, Saline, land sold $4,459.73 

1873 Mrs. Mary J. Sweetzer, Port Huron 10,000.00 

1875 Mrs. E. J. Morse, Troy (P.) 785.00 

1876 Mrs. Harriet Stewart, Detroit (P.) 512.85 

1877 Mrs. Eleanor E. Johnson, Kalamazoo 100.00 

1878 Mrs. Mary Ann Dickinson, Romeo 1,000.00 

1878 Mrs. Sarah B. Wolcott, Adrian (P.) 920.17 

1879 Amasa Carrier, Thetford 400.00 

1879 Mrs. Clarinda B. Safl'ord, Kalamazoo 396.57 

1879 Chas. W. Wilder, East Saginaw (P.) 182.23 

1879 Mrs. Sarah Holley, Vernon (P.) 100.00 

1879 Chester L. Dudley, Memphis 25.00 

1880 Dea. Henry Topping, Olivet 50.00 

1881 Miss Sarah B. Clark, Union City 150.00 

1882 Mrs. Sophia Hitchcock, Kalamazoo 100.00 

1882 Win. A. House, Kalamazoo 4,000.00 

1882 Mrs. Sarah M. Chase, Flint 200.00 

1883 Mrs. Sarah D. White, Kalamazoo 300.00 

1885 Rev. John Pettit, Benzonia 455.66 

1886 J. C. Winans, Chelsea 8,404.48 

1886 Mrs. Julia S. Smith, Kdwardsburg (P.) 864.76 

1886 Matthew Joslyn, Hillsdale (P.) 200.00 

1887 Lavonias Gray, Birch Run (P.) 100.00 

1887 T. F. Douglass, Hillsdale (P.) 100.00 

1887 Mrs. Nancy G. Davis, Pontiac 479.04 

1888 Mrs. Charlotte E. Metcalf, Charlotte 36.33 

1889 Mrs. Ann D. Stickney, Birmingham (P.) 242.24 

1889 Wm. B. Palmer, Olivet 9,322.20 

1890 Mrs. Elizabeth Booth, Allegan 1,000.00 

1890 Mrs. Lucy Childs, Leslie 150.00 



Two other legacies are to be found credited to Michigan in the 
records of the American Missionary Association that do not seem 
properly to belong to us. One is for a total sum of $204.30 from the 
estate of Rev. D. C. Curtiss, of Fort Howard, Wis., whose son, living in 
Detroit, closed his estate and carried out his father's wishes. The 
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money happened to be sent from Michigan, but Mr. Gurtiss was never 
a resident of this State. The other ia the bequest of Nathan P. Hub- 
bard, whose residence is given as Battle Creek, amounting to $10,277/6. 
As near as can be ascertained, Mr. Hubbard was a resident of Ohio, 
but owned Bome property in or near Battle Creek, which was convert- 
ed into money and sent from that point by his executor, in obedience 
to his expressed wish, to the Association. 
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GKANTS IN AID. 



Mads to Michigan Churches by the American Home Missionary 
Society and the Congregational Church Building Society. 



Note. — The letters "A. F." In the Congregational Church Building Society's 
grants indicate that the sum granted was derived from the Albany Fund, 
so called. The grants of the Home Missionary Society were drawn off in detail, 
by a clerk in the office, from tnelr books, covering an entire half century. 
These were then collated with the results following. It cannot be expected 
that they are wholly free from Inaccuracies, but it is hoped that they are sub- 
stantially correct. 



American 
Home 
Missionary 
Society. 



Total 
grants. 



Cong reg ational 

( "Hl'RCH 

Building Society. 



Date of 
Aid. I 



Ada, 1st 

Ada, 2d 

Ada and Cannon 

Ada, Cannon, Lowell and Kockford.... 

Ada and East Paris 

Ada, East Paris and Dorr 

Ada, Keene, Yergennes and Lowell.... 
Ada, Leighton Center and Wavland.. 
Ada, Leighton Center, Wavland and Dorr 
Ada and North Ada 

Addison.. . ........ ...•.* 

Alamo 

Alba 

Alba and Berry villo. 

Alba and Kearney 

A" 
A 
A 



gonac 

?;onac and Newport, 
egan 



Allendale... 
Allen ville .. 
Alma. 
A 
A 
A 

A 
A 

A 



ma and Brecken ridge 

mira 

mira and Empire 

mira, Empire, Glen Arbor and Solon., 
mira, Maple City, Glen Arbor and Solon 

mira and Solon 

mira, Solon and Glen Arbor 
mont 




$ 1,952.50 1872 
11882-9 



1,000.00 
150.00 
775.00 
100.00 
100.00 
75.00 
75.00 
250.00 
1,775.00 
1,190.00 
3,327.50 
525.00 
250.00 
225.00' 
475.00 



18H7 
1800 
1884 



50)0.00 
75.00 
2,414.00 
1,050.00 
300.00 
350.00 
400.00 
375.00 
595.00 
1,290.00 
1,155.00 
1,050.00 
250.00 
335.00 



1805 
1874-5 



18X0 



Amount. 

$ 793.00 
1,217.00 



500.00 
400.00 
500.00 



500.00 
000.00 



1,721.00 



••••••••••••••a* 



1809 
1876 



400.00 
520.00 
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Armada ami Bruce 

Armada, Ray and Bruce 

Armada, Kay and Umox 

Aahley 

Ashley ami Kast Fulton 

Athens 

Athens and Leonidas 

Atwood 

Atwood and Charlevoix 

Atwood and Kast port 

Atwood, Kast port and Kllsworth 

Atwood and Whitewater 

Augusta 

Augusta and Climax 

Baiuhridge 

Baldwin 

Bancroft 

Bangor 

Bangor and Grand Junction 

Barry 

Batavia 

Bay Mills 

Bay Mills, Pine drove and Superior... 

Bay Mills and Superior 

Bedford 

Bedford and Barry 

Bedford, Barrv and Pentield 

Bedford and Johnstown 

Bedford and Pentield 

Bellaire 

Bellaire and Central Lake 

Bellaire, Central Lake and Ellsworth. 

Benzonia 

Benzonia and ( iilmore 

Benzonia, Gilmore and Homestead... 

Benzonia and Homestead 

Bethel 

Bethel and Bronson , 

Bethel and Kinderhook 

Big Prairie 

Big Rapids , 

Blackmar 

Bradley , 

Breckenridge 

Bridgehampton 

Bridgehampton and Forester , 

Bridgman 

Bridgman and Coloma 

Bridgman and Sawyer , 

Bridgeport , 

Bridgeport and Blackmar 

Bridgeport and Goodrich 



A. H.M.S. 


C. C. B. 8. 


Total 
grants. 


Date ol 
Aid. 


• 

Amount 


1.770 .03 






850.001 




100.00 
1,720.25 

: ;oo.oo 

100.00 
1,100.00 
6,000.50 
325.00 
1,345.00 
575.00 
400.00 
800.00 
650.00 
1 75.00 
1,884.50 
2,762.50 
1,081.25 
250.00 
200.00 
200.00 
6(58.50 
687.50 

1 *"" * "r 1 






1 886 


200.00 


1886 






1882 


1,650.00 














A.F. 


280.00 






1884 
1887 
1886 


616.00 
537.00 
550.00 






; 18; 


420.00 
220.00 






1,537.50 
160.00 
200.00 
250.00 
550.00 
684.75 

° • > 31 4, 5 


A. F. 


250.00 














1885 






100.00 
4,040.00 
75.00 
150.00 
075.00 
125.00 
543.00 
40.00 
75.00 






74-'88 


467.86 










•••••••• 














5,375.50 
100.00 


1887 


980.00 


200.00 
1,600.50 

300.00 
20.83 
1,293.33 

450.00 
1,225.00 
1,754.17 

573.08 
76.00 


1883 
1886 


600.00 
844.00 






1882 


600.00 






1868 




100.00 
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Bridgeport and Munger 

Bridgeport and Standish 

Briley, Remington, Atlanta, Myers and 

Chamberlain 

Briley and Vienna 

Bronson 

Cadillac 

Canandaigua 

Cannon 

Cannon and Algoma Center 

Cannon and Cortland 

Cannon and Plainneld 

Cannon and Portland 

Cannon and Rockford 

Cannonsburg 

Carmel 

Carson City 

Careonville 

Cedar Springs 

Cedar Springs and East Nelson 

Cedar Springs and Sand Lake 

Central Lake 

Cereseo 

Ceresco and Fredonia 

Charlevoix 



Charlotte 

Chase 

Chase and Custer 

Chassell 

Cheboygan 

Chelsea. 

Chesaning 

Chester 

Chester and Chester Station 

Chester Station 

Chesterfield 

Chesterfield and Ash lev 

Chesterfield and New Baltimore 

Chesterfield, New Baltimore & Richmond 

Chesterfield and New Haven 

Chippewa Lake 

Chippewa Lake and Rodney 

Chippewa County *. 

Clare 

Clare and Dover 

Clare and Marion 

Cleon and Marilla 

Cleon, Marilla and Copemish 

Climax, 

Climax and Leroy 

Clinton 

Clio., 



A. H.» M» 8. 

Total 
grunts. 



C. C. B. 8. 



D A.d° f| Amount. 



516.00 
550.00 

540.00 
1)75.00 
850.00 
850.00 
400.00 
1,(550.00 
200.001 
150.00' 
400.00 1 
200.00 
450.00 



1888 
1S84 
1800 
A. F. 



3,125.00i 



1,300.00 
381.25 
•225.00 

"V,i:u.i'r>j 

850.00 1 
1 ,037.05 

500.00 
3,347.50 

102.50 

125.00 
2,522.01 

200.00 
2,007.50 

210.00 

415.83 



1870 
1885 
1877 
1888 
1870 



1885 
1872 



1885 | 
A. F. 
1878 



1874 



1883-4 



1,035.00 
50.00 
550.00 
50.00 
300.00 
797.50 
840.00 
832.05 
575.00| 
325.00 
468.00 
75.00 
87.50 
150.00 
150.00 
500.00 
1,513.00 



1S85 
A.F. 



1887 



1874 



1869 



500.00" 
1,000.00 
200.00 
250.00 



750.00 
350.00 
500.00 
650.00 
072.00 



450.00 
467.34 



740.00 
275.24 
401.05 



581.48 
1,750.00 



528.00 
275.00 



500.00 



895.34 



200.00 
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Coloma 

Columbus 

Cooper 

Cooper and Alamo... 

Coopersville 

Copemish 



Coral and Sand Lake 

Coral and Howard City . 

Cortland 

Covert 

Croton 

Croton and Big Prairie... 

Crystal 

Custer 

Custer and Baldwin 

Custer and Tallman 

Delta 

Delta and Eagle 

Delta and Oneida 

Delta and Waeousta 

Dewit 

Dexter 

Dexter and Sylvan 

Dorr 



A. H. M. 8. 

Total 
grants. 



Dorr and Grandville 

Dorr and Milliards 

Douglass 

Dover 

Dowagiac 

Dundee 

Dundee and Grape 

Dundee and Ixmdon 

East Fulton 

East Gilead 

East Gilead and Bethel. 
Eastlak< 



Eastlake and Filer City 

Eastmanville 

Eastman ville and Allendale 

Eastmanville and Cooperville 

East Nelson 

Easton 

Easton and South Boston 

East Paris 

East Paris and Bowne 

East Paris, Cascade, Cannon and Otisco. 

East Paris and Dorr 

East Paris, Dorr and Kelloggsville 

East Paris and Fisher's Station 

Eastport 

Eaton Rapids 



778.75 
2,155.00 
1,050.00 

450.00 



C.C.B.8. 



Date of 

Aid. 



540.00 
750.00 

1,985.00 
625.00 
125.00 
125.00 

2,007.50 

1,950.00 

1,100.00 
950.00 
375.00 

3,157.50 
81.00 
150.00 
250.00 
375.00 
375.00, 

1,955.00 
500.00! 

1,275.00] 
175.00 

1,278.00 
587.50 



3,950.00 

3,322.50 
655.00 

1,480.00 
270.00 
287.50 

1,967.50 

2,208.00 
487.50 
675.00 
900.00 

1,050.00 
162.50 

1,333.33 



A. F 



1807 



1891 



1872 



1878 
1889 



275.00 



400.00 



350.00 



895.00 



520.00 
475.00 



1876 



1884 
1888 
A. F. 



1883 



1891 



1872 



1890 



800.00 
1,487.59 
400.00 
250.00 
100.00 
200.00 
100.00 



3,450.00 



.00 



450.00 
507.00 
300.00 



500.00 



500.00 

'ioo'.oo 



400.00 




1890 



■ ... 
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Ed mo re 

Ed m ore and Six Lakes 

Ellsworth and Central Lake. 
F 



ssex 



Essex and Fulton 

Essexville 

FJssexville and Manner 

Excelsior 

Farmer's Creek 

Farwell 

Far well and Clare 

Filer City 

Fisher's Station 

Flat Hock 

Flint 

Frankfort 

Fredonia 

Freeport 

Fremont 

Fremont and Robinson 

Frontier 

Fruit port 

Galesburg 

Garden, Xahma and Fayette 

Gay lord 

Genesee 

Genesee and Clio 

Genesee and Mt. .Morris 

Georgetown 

Gilmore 

Gladstone 

Glen Arbor 

Glen Arbor and Maple City 

Glen Arbor and Solon 

Glen Arbor, Solon and Maple City 

Goodrich .'. 

Grand Blanc 

Grand Haven 

Grand Haven and Lamont 

Grand Haven and Muskegon 

Grand Haven, Talmage and Grandville 

Grand Junction 

Grand Junction and Berlamont 

Grand Ledge 

Grand Ledge and Delta 

Grand Ledge, Delta and Wacousta 

Grand Ledge and Dewitt 

Grand Ledge and Wacousta 

Grand Rapids, 1st 

Grand Rapids and Grandville 

Grand Rapids, 2d 

" >uth.. 



A.H. M.S. 

Total 

grants. 



400.00 
175.00 
1 ,850.00 

350.00 

1,525.00 
1.357.50 



t\ B. K. 



Diilcof 
Aid. 



1SS1 



iss:; 



1S85 



50.00 
U 00.00 

2.030.58 



1877 



1SS4 
18! II 
18(V_' 
1800 
"72-'82 



Amount. 



1870 
1 880 



1801 
18G0 



1881 
A. F. 



1SS8 



2,828.75 

500.00 
4,205.00 
1,550.00 
1 ,800.00 
5,015.00 

,'{50.00 
25.00 

800.00 
1.400.00 
1.470.00 
;j 250.00 
L205.00 

550.00 

i 00.00 

1 75.00 
50.00 
2,055.50 
1 ,350.00 

100.00 

025.00 

825.00: 

3,335.00 
1,030.00 

5,050.00 '50 -'83 
450.00: 
150.00 
300.00 
1,187.50 
1,312.50 
5,084.ie>r65-'80 

000.00 
1.100.00 
150.00 
335.00 
1,250.00 
050.00 



A 
\ 



F, 
F. 



1883 



487.27 



810.00 



315.00 



850.00 



350.00 
100.00 
200.00 
500.00 
440.00 



583.05 
250.00 



400.00 
00.00 



383.00 
200.00 



300.00 



250.00 
250.00 
2,000.00 



504.00 



1,260.85 
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G rand vi lie 

Grandville and Hudson villi*. 

Grape 

Grape and Mayber 

Grass Lake 

Greenville 

Greenville and Otisco 

Greenville and Portland 

Gun Plains 



Hamilton and Keeler 

Hamilton and Dunningvillc 

Haneock 

Harrison 

Hart 

Hart and Shelbv 

Hartford 

Hartland 

Hartland and Highland Station 

Hartland and Oseeola 

Hartland and Tyrone , 

Hayes 

Haves and Horton's Bay 

Helena 

Hersey 

Hersey and Harwell 

Highland Station 

Homestead 

Homestead and Almira 

Hopkins 

Hopkins and Bradley 

Hopkins and Morr 

Hopkins Station 

Hopkins Station and Bradley 

Hopkins, Hopkins Station and Bradley. 

Hubbardston 

Hudson 

Hudson and Wheatland 

Hudsonville 

Imlay City 

Ionia 

Ironton 

I ron wood 



Irving 

Irving and Freenort 

Irving and Middleville.. 

Ithaca 

Jackson 

Jackson and Sandstone. 

Jacobsville 

Jerome 

Johnstown and Barry... 
Kalamo 



A: H. M.a 

Total 
grant*. 



3,275.00 
1,575.00 
1,250.00 

3, 137.50 

1 ,075.00 
1,075.00 
200.0 
600.00 
450.00 
450.00 
250.00 
1,575.00 
1,525.00 
1,985.00 
2,500.00 
150.00 
515.00 
250.00 
1,001.00 
230.00 
250.00 
731.87 



C. C. B. 8. 



Date of 



AF'02 
A. F. 



3,708.00 
83.00 
075.00 

1,102.50 
000.00 

1,100.00 
175.00 
000.00 
150.00 
175.00 
175.00 

2,500.00 
800.00 
300.00 

1,777.50 
300.00 
750.00 



100.00 
337.50 
475.00 
75.00 
5,167.10 
2,875.00 
600.00 
250.00 
579.16 
200.00 
2,229,17] 



A.F. 



•04 '-70 
1888 
1887 



1885 



Amount. 



1890 
1874-5 



1885 



1886 



1869 



1886 



AF'72 
1887 



1S78 



1868 



1878 



1808 



341.00 
275.00 



360.00 



1,000.00 
511.31 
500.00 



500.00 



160.00 
865.00 



499.00 



500.00 



500.00 



250.00 



075.00 
510.00 
.......... 

211.00 



100.00 

•••» 



200.00 
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Kalamo and Bellevue 

Kalamo and Carmel 

Kalamo and Chester 

Kalamo, Chester and Carmel 

Kalkaska 

Kalkaska and Exeelsior 

Kearney 

Keeler 

Keeler and Coloma 

Keene 

Kendall. 

L'Anse 

Lacey 

Laingsburg 

Lake Linden 

Lamont 

Lamont and Eastmanville 

Lawrence 

Lawrence and Arlington 

Lawrence and Bain bridge 

Lawrence and Hartford 

Lawrence and Silver Creek 

Leland 

Leoni 

Leoni and Sylvan 

Leonidas 

Leroy 

Leslie 

Lexington 

Lexington and Port Sanilac 

Lima. 

Lodi 

London 

London, Dundee and Exeter 

London and Grape 

Lowell 

Lowell aed South Boston 

Ludington 

Mancelona 

Mancelona and Kalkaska 

Mancelona and Westwood 

Manistee 

Manistee and Filer City 

Manistee and Maxwell 

Man ton 

Manton and Fife Lake 

Maple City 

Maple Grove 

Maple Rapids* 

Maple Rapids and Essex 

Maple Rapids and East Fulton.... 
Rapids, Essex and Fulton 



A. H. M. S. 

Total 
grunts. 




550.00 
917.50 
250.00 
562.50 
812.50 
3,045.50 
400.00 
1,912.50 
375.00 
75.00 
800.00 
227.00 
575.00 
950.00 
500.00 
1,875.00 
225.00 
4,190.00 
200.00 
175.00 
2,080.00 
150.00 
550.00 
775.00 
625.00 
1,075.00 
2,585.00 
3,200.00 
3,187.50 
875.00 
1,900.00 
100.00 
1,100.00 ! 
125.00' 
825.00| 
4,100.00' 
950.00' 
1,850.00 
2,050.00 
1,375.00 
2,585.20 
2,700.50 
154.16 
523.31 
1,025.00 
075.00 



C. C. B. 8. 


Aid. 


Amount. 










i 








1880 




7'K» 00 






1865 


300.00 


1889 


500.00 


1867 
1874 


300 00 
400.00 











AF'65 


700 00 


























1886 


500.00 


1886 
1880 


200.00 
200.00 










A- F. 


275.00 


i 


AF'61 


525.00 1 


1877 
1881 


500.00 
400.00 











200.00 
900.00 
300.00 
1,200.00 
687.50 



1800 



1870 



250.00 
200.00 
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A. H. M. 8. 

Total 
(s'rantK. 



C. C. B. S. 



Marshall 

Marshall and Cereseo 

Matherton 

Matherton and Ea.st Plains.... 
Matherton and I luhhardston. 
Mattawan 



Mattawan and Kendall 

Mattison 

Mattison and Hatavia 

Mattison and Bronnon 

Maxwell 

May bee 

Mecosta 

Mecosta and Rodney 

Medina 

Medina and Canandaigua 

Medina and Morenci 

Memphis 

Mendon 

Mendon and Leonidas 

Merrill 

Merrill and Wheeler 

Metamora 

Michigan Center 

Michigan Center and Napoleon 

Michigan Center and North Ijeont 

Middleville 

Millbrook 

Millhrook and Edmore 

Millbrook and Mecosta 

Milletts 

Minden City 

Minden City and Carsonville.. 

Minden City and Helena 

Minden City and White Rock 

Morenci ~. 

Morenci and Canandaigna 

Morenci and Chesterfield (0).. 

Mt. Morris 

Mt. Zion and Pine (irove 

Mulliken 

Muskegon 

Nankin and Livonia 

Napoleon 

Nashville 

Naubinway 

Newaygo 

Newaygo and Croton 

New Baltimore 

New Buffalo 

New Haven 

North Adams 



• ••• «••••• 



850.00 
400.00 

:i(_H).oo 

200.00 
350.00 

5,156.06 
87.42 

1,375.00 
145.00 
375.00 



Date of 
Aid. 



1809 
1890 



1883 
1882 
1885 



A. F. 



1887 



1874 



120.00 

HiO.OO 

911.45 
1,450.00 

200.00 

40().(X)| 
2,210.00 

325.00 

725.00, 
1,375.00 

375.00' . 
75.00 

275.00 

225.00' 

225.00 

4,405.00 1871 
2,055.00 '78 -'90 

400.00 
1,130.00 

100.00 

500.00 

320.00 

400.00 
1,635.00 

030.00 

100.00 

350.00 



1885 



1S73 



1872 
1891 



4,250.00 

400.00| 
3,750.00 1864 

900.00 

875.00 1872 
2,635.00 

475.00 
6,985.00 AF'87 

300.00. 

700.00 



400.00 
500.00 



1,312.00 
428.00 
733.00 



250.00 



700.00 



640.30 



• 

700.00 
1,843.00 





865.00 









426, 



990.00 
500.00 



2,400.00 
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North Adams and Ransom 

Northport 

Northport and Leland 

Northport, Leland and Omena... 

Northport and Omena 

Nunica 

Nunica and Coopersville 

Nunica and Fruitport 

Nunica and Robinson 

Oak wood 

Oakwood and Farmer's Creek 

Oak wood and Port Sanilac 

Old Mission 

Olive and Robinson 

Olivet. 

Onekama 

Onondaga 

Orion 

Orion and Oakwood 

Orion, Oakwood and Port Sanilac. 

Orion and Oxford 

Otsego 

Otsego and Gun Plains 

Otsego, Gun Plains and Cooper 

Otsego and Plainwell 

Otto 

Ovid 

Owoeso 

Oxford 

Penfield 

Pentwater 

Pentwater and Hart 

Perry 

Perry and Bancroft 

Pinckney.... 

Pine Grove. 

Plainfield 

Pleaaanton 

Pleaaanton, Cleon and Marilla 

Pleaeanton and Onekama 

Pleaaanton, Onekama and Arcadia 

Pleaaanton and Pierport 

Pontiac 

Port Huron 

Portland 

Portland and Sebewa 

lac, 



A. H. M. S. 

Total 
grants. 



• ••••• •*•••• 



and Austin 

Port Sanilac and Bridgehampton . 

Port Sanilac and Careonville 

Potterville 

Potterville ; 
— ... — 

11 




450.00 
2,737.50 
1,545.00 
580.00 
215.00 
625.00 
100.00 
4,112.50 
850.00 
100.00 
040.00 
125.00 
1,766.25 
862.50 
300.00 
4,127.50 
3.050.00 
3,166.66 
1,200.00 
250.00 
760.00 
1,100.00 
730.00 
150.00 
800.00 
600.00 
1,754.16 
400.00 
2,660.00 
300.00 
4,568.75 
350.00 
1,965.00 
250.00 
1,425.00 



C. c. B. 8. 



Date of 
Aid. 



1871 



1887 



A. F. 



1866 
1887 
1881 
A.F. 



1867 



400.00 
2,025.00 
750.00 
600.00 
550.00 
1,050.00 
1,070.00 
1,250.00 
4,081.00 
850.0C 
650.00 
200.00 
1,895.00 
400.00 
690.00 
487.50 



1878-9 
A. F. 
1882 



1868 
1885 



A.F. 
1885 



A. F. 
1866 



1875 



Amount, 



555.00 



350.00 



235.00 



450.00 
500.00 
350.00 
275.00 



400.00 



676.00 
300.00 
2,277.00 



500.00 

'506.06 



275.00 
360.00 



275.00 
500.00 



300.00 
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A. H. M* S* 

Total 
grants. 



Potterville, Chester and Chester Station.. 

Potterville and Milletts 

Prattville 

Purple Grove 

Ransom 

Rapid River 

Rapid River, Sac Bay, Kates Bay and 

Masonville 

Ray 

Ray and Chestertield 

Red Jacket 

Reed City 

Reed City and Hersey 

Richmond * 

Richmond and Columbus 

Richmond and Memphis 

Robinson 

Rochester 

Rock ford 

Rockford and Cedar Springs 

Rock wood 

Rock wood and Newport 

Rodney 

Romeo" and Rochester 

Rondo 

Roscommon 

Roscommon and Gaylord 

Roscommon and Grayling , 

Roscommon and Standish 

Roscommon and West Branch 

Rosedale 

Rosedale and Hay Lake 

Rosedale and Mt. Zion 

Rosedale and Pine Grove „ , 

Rosedale, White Settlement &. Hay Lake 

Royal Oak 

Salem, 1st 

Salem, 2d 

Sand Lake 

Sandstone 

Sandstone, Michigan Center & Napoleon 

Saranac , 

Saugatuck 

Sault St. Marie 

Sault Ste. Marie and Pine Grove 

Sawyer 

Sebewa. 

Shelby 

Sheridan 

Sheridan and Crystal 

Sheridan and Evergreen 

Sherman 



465.57 
1A50.00 
200.00 
300.00 
2,930.00 

1,475.00 
200.00 
575.00 
1,650.00 
1,370.00 
2,225.00 
1,730.00 
1,275.00 
1,075.00 
60.00 
1,305.00 
3,371.06 
900.00 
300.00 
100.00 
250.00 
850.00 



3,560.00 
112.50 
350.00 
300.00 
225.00 
375.00 
300.00 
250.00 
240.00 
1,975.00 
1,975.00 
905.00 
75.00 
1,285.00 
2,787.50 
225.00 
4,215.25 
2,612.50 
3,247.50 
1,662.50 
100.00 
250.00 
2,335.00 
2,957.50 
325.00 
150.00 
825.00 



C. C. B. 8. 


Date of 
Aid. 


Amount. 










1877 


Ann nn 

400.00 


A. b. 
1890 


c\r i\ f\n 

250.00 
350.00 


18/0 


oon nn 

380.00 






1879 


816.63 














1874-5 


MAT FW\ 

707.79 


1875 


650.00 


1886 


r* r\f\ nn ■ 

500.00 


188o 


250.00 


1885 
1881 


300.00 
1,095.00 














t 1885 


701.00 














1867 


200.00 






1879 


300.00 



1873 
1867 
1887 



1889 



1875-6 
'78-'87 



1,295.00 
300.00 
2,500.00 



350.00 



581.00 
715.00 



1S74-5 
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Sherman, Cleon and Marilla.... 

Sherman and Marilla 

Sherwood 

Smyrna 

Solon 

Solon and Maple City 

Somerset 

Somerset and North Adams.... 

Somerset and Tipton 

South Boston 

South Boston and Bowne 

South Boston and Odessa 

South Boston andSaranac 

South Haven 

South Haven and Saugatuek... 

Standish 

Stanton 

Stanwood... 

Strongville and Maple Vallev. 

St. Clair. 

St. Ignace 

St. Johns 

St. Johns and Wacousta 

St. Joseph 

St. Joseph and Watervliet 

St. Joseph, Watervliet and Keeler 

St. Louis 

St. Louis and Breckenridge 

Sugar Island 

Superior 

Tallin an 

Tawas 

Tawas and East Tawas 

Three Oaks 

Tipton 

Traverse City 

Traverse City., Manistee and Benzie.... 
Traverse City, Manistee and Leelanau 

Tyrone. 

Union City 

Utica 

Vanderbilt 

Vanderbilt and Berryville 

Vermontville , 

Vermontville and Bellevue 

Vermontville and Hastings , 

Vermontville and Oneida 

Vernon.... 

Vestaburg. 

itaburg and Crystal 




A.H. M.S. 



Total 
grants. 



3,150.00 

2,725.00 
702.50 

1,900.00 
200.00' 
750.00 

1,925.00 
100.00 
250.00 

3,265.00 
925.00 
200.00 
550.00 

2,300.00 
225.00 

1,750.00 

1,000.00 
350.00 
150.00 

1,592.00 

4,943.75 

1,050.00 
275.00 

1,350.00 
5 0.00 
200.00 

1,812.50 
350.00 

3,141.40 
200.00 



C C. B. S. 



Date of 
Aid. 



'68-'78 



1883 
187G 



1883 
1 805 



'69-70 



1884 



1884 



75.00 
1,150.00 
2,400.001 
425.00 
3,350.00 
300.00 
250.00 



1869 
1868 



350.00 
900.00 
1,472.50 
1,616.50 
1,825.00 
100.00 
150.00 
100.00 
3,240.00 
412.50 
1,679.25 
1,450.00 
300.00 



1882 



A.F. 
1884. 



1804 
1884 



Amount. 



1808 
1887 



530.50 



375.00 
450.00 



1,108.00 
500.00 



1,000.00 



1,440.00 



300.00 



500.00 
"500.00 



350.00 



200.00 
150.00 



300.00 
350.00 



400.00 
200.00 
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Vietor and Dewitt 

Victor, Dewitt an<i Essex 

Victor and Laingshurg 

Victor and St. Johns 

Vienna 

Wacousta 

Wakefield and Irondale 

Watervliet 

Watervliet and Colomn 

Watervliet and Keeler 

Wayland 

Wayland and Bradley 

Wayland and Hopkins 

Wavne 

Webster 

West Branch 

West Branch and Standish 

West-wood 

Went wood and Excelsior 

Wheatland 

Wheeler 

White Cloud 

White Cloud and Allevton 

Whitehall *. 

Whitehall and Shelbv 

White Rock '. 

White Rock and Helena 

White Rock and Port Sanilac 

Whittaker 

Whittaker and Ixmdon 

Williamston 

Windsor 

Windsor and Onondaga 

Wolverine 

Wolverine and Rondo 

Wolverine, Rondo and Indian River 



Total. 



A. H. M. B. 

Total 
grant*. 



1,025. 0 
300.00 

1,125.00 
200.00 



C C B. S. 



Date of 
Aid. 



Amount. 



A. F. 



975.00 

444.00 

650.00 
1,144.10! 

337.50 
3,075.00 

569.65 

225.00 
1,055.00) 

300.00' 

3,150.841883-4 

505.00 
02.50 

437.50 

815.00 



1882 



1890 



3,687.50 
775.00 
3,341.(46 
350.00 
1,225.00 
50.00 
325.00 
2,607.50 
1,650.00 
4,400.00 
1,000.00 
200.00 
862.50 
1,625.00 
175.00 



1874 



1880 



A.F. 



1882 



1885 



$612,840.37 



300.00 



A. F. 775.00 
1862" ' ' 150.00 



1,184.25 



290.00 



-100.00 



904.96 
335.50 



275.00 



500.00 



600.00 



$114,682.73 



CHUECH BUILDING GRANTS REFUNDED. 



*Alma, 
Cannon, 
Flint, 
Greenville, 
Olivet, 



Alpena, 

Charlotte, 

Fremont, 

Hancock, 

Owosso, 



Big Rapids, 
Dorr, 

Galeshurg, 
Muskegon, 
tSt. Louis. 



< l Ref unded 81,500 by sale of property. 
fRefunded $1,848.60 by Hale of property. 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL MINISTRY OF HALF A 

CENTURY. 



Alphabetical List op Ministers having Ministerial Standing in 
the General Association op the Congregational Churches 
and Ministers of Michigan, 1842-1892. 



EXPLANATORY. 

1. The General Association of the Congregational Churches and 
Ministers of Michigan, eight years after its formation, by amendment 
of its constitution, made "Any minister who is a member in regular 
standing in any local association or conference in this State which 

assents to the Constitution and Rules a member of this body." 

In 1871 this article was again amended to read : "Any minister who 
is a member — made such by vote — in regular standing," etc. The 
membership here defined was conferred by the local body, on creden- 
tials, by special vote, and involved accountability. The minister 
could, on request, obtain credentials; or, if unworthy, he could be 
tried and expelled by the local association. In either case his minis- 
terial membership in the local and State bodies would be terminated. 
This is the standing given in the following table. 

2. As this standing did not appear until 1851 in the Minutes, 
earlier dates are designated by a plus sign (+), as indicating no min- 
isterial standing such as the Constitution requires ; dates beginning 
with 1851 and thereafter are preceded by the abbreviation of the asso- 
ciation in which such standing began and terminated, or, in case it 
still continues, the last date is followed by a dash (— ) to indicate its 
continuance, so transfers are also indicated. 

Thus, -4- , 42- , 50, E. '51-'85, 0. '86— means that a minister labored 
in the State from 1842 to 1850 without such standing; that from 1851 
to 1885 he held such standing in the Eastern Association ; that in 1885 
he took credentials of such standing to the Olivet Association, which 
he joined in 1886, and that he is still a member of the latter body. 
If a minister loses such standing in the State for a time, either by 
leaving the State with credentials or by exclusion from an associa- 
tion, and then returns with credentials or is restored to such stand- 
ing, the fact of such loss is simply noted, without giving the cause of 
it, in this way: J.'74-'83, '88-'90. This shows that from 1883 to 1888 
the minister against whom these figures stand lost his ministerial 
standing in the State, but it does not tell whether he left the State 
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with credentials or was deprived of standing by vote of the Jackson 
Association, nor does it tell whether he returned with credentials or 
was restored on penitence. 

3. It has been found impracticable to designate the cause of the 
final disappearance of names from our Minutes, whether by death, 
or by leaving the State, or by exclusion, as the records in our Min- 
utes are too meagre to make the notation of any worth. 

4. The great labor needed in preparing this list is no excuse for 
errors, but when the table has been made amid the cares of the pas- 
torate, the author may ask a charitable judgment of his work. We 
have intended to give the name of every minister in the connection 
laboring in the State and given in our Minutes prior to 1851, but 
since that date we have given the names of those only who attained 
ministerial standing in our local associations. The names of 
others we have nothing to do with. But the career of those who 
have come into the closer and more responsible relation to our 
churches which ministerial standing involves, from 1851 to May, 1892, 
may easily be traced, whether changeable or stable. 

A. Hastings Ross. 



Association. Date of Organization. Abbreviation. 

I. Cheboygan Feb. 13, 1878 C. 

II. Detroit May 4, 1887 D. 

III. Eastern Feb. 12, 1840 E. 

IV. Genesee Oct. 15, 1845 Gen. 

V. Gladstone Aug. 29, 1888 G. 

VI. Grand River Jan. 8, 1840 G. R. 

VII. Grand Traverse Jan. 1, 1863 G. T. 

VIII. Jackson May 17, 1842 J. 

IX. Kalamazoo June 1, 1849 K. 

X. Lake Superior Aug. 12, 1879 L. S. 

XI. Lansing March 30, 1880 L. 

XII. Muskegon Jan. 13, 1864 M. 

XIII. North Central March 12, 1873 N. C. 

XIV. Olivet Jan. 14, 1841 O. 

XV. Saginaw May 1, 1886 Sag. 

XVI. Sault St. Marie March 17, 1880 S. M. 

XVII. Southern Michigan June 27, 1848 S. 



Alphabetical List op Ministerial Members op the Michigan 
Congregational Association— 1842-1892. 

Abbot, Theophilus C, Gen. '69 — 
Abbet, John C, G. R. '87-87. 
Acheson, Alexander, 0. '65-65; 
Ackley, N., + '47-'50. 
Acterian, Hagap H, Gen. '85-'87. 
Adaib, S. L., + '45-'48. 
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Adams, Amos B., G. T. '65-'82. 

Adams, Robert, G. T. '83- 83. 

Adams, William, G. T. '78-'82. 

Aldkich, Benjamin F., C. '90-'91, S. M. '91— 

Aldkich, Isaac X., K. '91 — 

Allen, Abram B., K. 70-78, E. '85-'90. 

Allen, Simeon O., Gen. 71-71, E. 72-'86. 

Allen, William C., J. 77-77, K. 78-78, Sag. '88-'88, Gen. '89— 

Allen, J. Wing, S. '62-'67, K. '68-'69, J. 7(K80. 

Allworth, John, K, '82-'84, E. '85— 

Allworth, William H., E. '89 — 

Alyord, Alanson, J. '58-'59. 

Andrews, Elisha D., + '46-'50, E. '51-52. 

Anderson, Edmund, K. '59-'00. 

Anderson, Edwin L., Gen. '90-'9L* 

Anderson, Joseph, J. '54-'57. 

Anderson, William, Gen. '84-'88, E. '90 — 

Anderson, Wilbert L., M. '91— 

Andrus, Elizur, K. '53-70, M. 71-75, K. 78— 

Angell, Marcus 8., M. 70-72, M. '84-'85, G. R. '86— 

Appleton, Harry, L. '91-'91, O. '92 — 

Apthorp, Rufus, K. '62 '62, Gen. '63-'67, E. '68-70, K. 71-71. 

Armstrong, James, G. R. '69-78, C. '81-'81, S. '8G-NG. 

Arthur, Charles M., O. '91 — 

Ashby, John H., L. '88-'90, E.l'91 — 

AsnLEY, J. Mills, Gen. '65-71, K. 71-71. 

Atkins, Doane R., L. S. '89— 

Attack, William D., K. '84-'85, E. '86-'87. 

Atwater, William W., J. '51-'52, K. '56-56, S. '56-'60. 

Aunks, Frank M., K. '88-'90. 

Austin, Henry A., G. T. '68-'81. 

Avery, John T., J. '51-69. 

Ayer, Edwin I., M. '84-'86, K. '87-'88, G. R. '89-'90, N. C. '91— 

Bacon, Edward W., Gen. 72-75. 

Bacon, Miles E, Gen. '81 -'82, O. '83-'84. 

Bagnall, Frederick, C. '91— 

Bailey, Charles E., G. T. '63-65. 

Bailey, Orange C, J. '86-'87, Gen. '89-'89, J. '90— 

Baird, Robert G., E. '63-'85. 

Baldwin, Abram E., J. '63-67. 

Baldwin, Curtis C, G. T. 73-76. 

Baldwin, C. H., + '45-'46. 

Baldwin, John A., E. 76— 

Ballard, Addison, + '46-'50/.G. R. '51-'57, E. '67-75. 

Ballard, James, + '45-50, G. R. '51'-'80. 

Banister, Charles D., C. '86-'91, G. R. '92— 

Barclay, W. H., G. R. 72-74. 

Bardwell, D. McGee, + '48-'50, K. '52-'59. 

Barber, Leman N., M. 77-77, G. R. 79-79. 

Barker, George, Gen. '84-'84. 

Barker, Horatio A., Gen. '83— 

Barker, Peleg, 0. '85-'85, E. '86-'86. D. '87- 90. 

Barker, Isaac, + '46-'50, G. R. '51-'51, K. '56-'59, G. R. '61-'63, '65-79. 

Barker, Samuel P., M. 71-74, G. R. 74-79. 

Barnard, Stephen A., Gen. 7l-'80, L. '81-'83. 

Barnard, Alonzo, G. T. '65-77. 

Barnes, Joseph A N. C. '82-'83, L. '84-'84, S. '85-'86. 

Barnes, N. H., K. J 57-'60. 
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Barnes, William C, L. *8t» — 

Barnext, Jambs, G. R. 78-79. 

Barnum, George, 4- '43-48, S. '51-70. 

Barrows, John M., + '43-'48, O. '63-71. 

Barrows, Walter M., O. 72-88. 

Barstow, Charles, Gen. 73-77. 

Bartlett, Enoch N., 4- '50-'50, O. '51-57. 

Bartlett, Julius A., M. '81-'82. 

Bates, Henry, Gen. '55-'57, E. ,57-'60, J. '62-'<i»j. 

Baxter, Benjamin J., K. '84-'85, C. '86- '88, K. '89-'90, G. T. '91— 

Baxter, Thomas G., K. '8:V-'8S, C. '89-'89, G. T. '!K)— 

Beach, George L., N. 0. '80-'83. 

Beale, Charles H., C. '83~'86, L. '87 — 

Beale, William T., N. C. '83-'86, M. '86-'88, J. '89-'89, M. '91- 
Beaton, David, O. '87-'87. 
Belfry, William T., L. '90— 
Benedict, William M„ 4- '44-'45. 

Benford, George, G. T.'82-'84, M. '85-'87, G. R. '88-'89, N. C. '89-'91, 

Benton,' J. II., S. '51-'51, E. '52-'54. 
Benton, Samuel A., 4- '45- 50, E. '51-'57. 
Berney, Daniel, E. '62-85. 
Berry, Edward A., E. '80 — 

Bettes, Darius, G. R. 76-77, N. C. 79-'80, G. R. '81— 

Bickford, Levi P., K. 72-73, Gen. 74-74. 

Bird, Charles W., L. '91— 

Bissell, Charles H., Gen. '69-70. 

Bissell, Frank A., O. '82-'82, K. '83-'85. 

Bissell, Lemuel B., E. '81-'82. 

Bissell, S. R., 4- '47-48. 

Blanch ard, Addison, Gen. '67-'67, D. '89-'89. 

Bliss, John, M. '92— 

Bliss, John J., 4~ '45-48. 

Blomfield, Frank, Sag. '87-88, Gen. '89— 

Bon nell, Spencer R., E. '83-'84. 

Bonney, John R., O. '65 — 

Booth, Edwin, G. R. 72-'85. 

Borden, Edmund W., J. '59-'60, E. '(51 -'64, J. '65-'G5, Gen. '69-75. 

Bordwell, Daniel N., K. 71-73, O. 74-76. 

Bokton, Jesse P., S. '82-89. 

Boston, C. A., Gen. '92— 

Bostwick, Elmer D., S. '85-'85. 

Bothwell, George W., L. '83-'84. 

Boughton, John F., S. '65-70, O. 71-71. 

Boughton, Peter, -j- '50-'50. 

Bradford, Benjamin F., O. '67-73. 

Bradford, Park A. C, E. '80-'82, K. '83-'88. 

Bradley, Dan F., G. R. '92— 

Bradley, George 8., S. '88 — 

Bradley, William, O. '84-'84, Gen. '85-'85, K. '86-'86, E. '87— 

Bradshaw, John AV., J. '89— 

Bradstreet, Albert E., E. '89- 90. 

Brainard, F. G., L. S. '92— 

Branch, Elam, K. 71-71, Gen. 73-74. 

Branch, Edwin T., 4-49-50, Gen. '51-'56, E. '56-'61, Gen. '62-74, O. 

75-78, S. 79-'86, O. '90— 
Bray, William L., K. 74-76. 

Breed, Dwight P., E. 74-'80, 0. '81-'84, L. '85-'86, X. C. '87-'89. 
Breed, Samuel D., J. '63-'68, Gen. '69-74, E. 75-'86, D. '87- 
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ACTION OF THE STATE ASSOCIATION 



Upon a Large Number and Variety of Questions— Religious, Philan- 
thropic and Political— During the First Fifty Years of its Exist- 
ence. Compiled from the Minutes. 



ON THE STATE OF THE COUNTRY. 
[Minutes of 1861, pp. 20, 22.] 

Whereas, God has ordained and made use of civil government as a 
principal instrumentality to form among men a more perfect union, 
establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common 
defense, promote the general welfare and secure the blessings of lib- 
erty to all mankind ; and 

Whereas, Obedience and fidelity to civil government in the exer- 
cise of its proper functions for the attainment of its proper ends is 
enjoined in the Scriptures as well as by the supreme law of the land, 
as one of the highest and most sacred of all duties ; and 

Whereas, On the contrary, disobedience and disloyalty to such 
government are held by the same authorities — the Divine equally with 
the human — to be resistance to the ordinance of God as well as 
treason against the State, and justly punishable by the infliction of 
extreme penalties ; and 

WnEREAS, We fully believe, on the authority of the Old and New 
Testaments, that the government of these United States exists by 
Divine appointment, and from history and experience that, all things 
considered, it is better adapted to the character and wants of the peo- 
ple than any other ever established ; therefore 

Resolved, That forcible resistance to civil government is justifiable 
only when it shall, by a course of abuses and usurpations, evince a fixed 
design to subvert the true ends of its existence, and to defeat the ben- 
eficent purposes and interests aforesaid, and that in no case should 
revolutionary resistance be resorted to except as a final necessity. 

Resolved, That the present hostile demonstrations against the Fed- 
eral powers is not only wholly unjustifiable and without palliation, 
but on the contrary is resistance to the ordinance of God, and down- 
right treason in its most aggravated form against the government of 
the United States. 

Resolved, That, in the present crisis of our national affairs, it is the 
duty of all good citizens and the imperious dictate of Christian pat- 
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riotism to stand by the government of our common country and to 
uphold the supremacy of its laws. 

Resolved, That this Association recommend to all ministers of the 
gospel to publicly instruct their respective congregations as to the 
distinctive character of this great uprising on the part of the rebellious 
States, and also as to their relations as Christian patriots to the Fed- 
eral Government, and especially as to the duties resting on them in 
this hour of peril. 

Resolved, That in the prompt and generous oblivion of all minor 
questions of party by the people of the free States, so very remarkable, 
and never before witnessed in the history of the Government, and 
their coalescence and mutual cooperation in this awful crisis in behalf 
of liberty and constitutional law, we gratefully and reverently recog- 
nize the hand of the God of our fathers, and accept its interposition as 
the guarantee that He who planted will yet preserve us as a nation, 
purified by trials and better fitted to work together under Him in His 
great plan and movement for unfolding and perfecting the total 
resources of the country, the moral and intellectual energies of the peo- 
ple, and carrying forward the whole commonwealth and the different 
individuals composing it to the true and ultimate ends of being. 

[Minutes of 1882, p. 10.] 

Resolved, That having been a proud, arrogant and God-forgetting 
nation, we are justly scourged, and it becomes us to humble ourselves 
before Him who in the midst of deserved wrath remembers mercy. 

Resolved, That we are grateful to God for the prospect of a speedy 
suppression of this unrighteous rebellion, for the removal of slavery 
from the District of Columbia, and for the passage by Congress of the 
resolution whereby the Government is pledged to help those States 
who may be disposed to help themselves by inaugurating measures 
for the removal of the incubus upon their truest prosperity. 

Resolved, That the war should be vigorously prosecuted until 
traitors are brought to an unconditional surrender, and that we desire 
no peace until it can come in truth and righteousness. 

Resolved, That it is cruel to our soldiers to compel them to labors 
in the heats of the South from which they can be spared, and that 
therefore all possible aid should be drawn from the " contrabands " to 
relieve them from such labors. 

Resolved, That our prayer is that, in God's good time and way, 
the efforts to perpetuate and widen the system of oppression may be 
overruled to its complete and eternal extinction. 

iMinutes of 1863, pp. 12, 13.] 

Resolved, That, in the calamitous war now devastating this country 
and threatening our free institutions, we recognize the natural results 
of great national sins and the infliction of the Divine penalty therefor 
upon the nation; that as Christian men we cannot expect the heavy 
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hand of Divine retribution to be liftedfrom TreTintiiTnUsrs and people 
come to exercise the penitence for these sins which their enormity 
demands ; that the abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia, 
the exclusion of involuntary servitude from all national territory, the 
decree of emancipation by the President, and the enrolling in the 
army and the arming of the thousands of a recently proscribed race — 
thus recognizing them as American citizens — we hail as indications of 
a growing national repentance and signs of ultimate national pros- 
perity. 

Resolved, That as American citizens we reaffirm our devotion to 
the free institutions bequeathed us by our fathers, and our perpetual 
hostility to all treason and traitors to the sacred interests these insti- 
tutions were designed to conserve. We pledge anew our loyalty to 
the Government and an unfaltering support of that Government in 
the mighty struggle with rebellion and slavery, by our voice, our 
influence, our cheerful endurance of taxation, our vote, and if neces- 
sary by the bearing of arms ; that we will continue to pray that God 
will guide our rulers to the adoption of those plans which shall be 
most conducive to triumphant success in maintaining the integrity of 
the Union, and that He will extend the blessings of freedom to all the 
inhabitants of the land, and that in whatever of reverses or delay our 
cause may in the future suffer, we will exercise that patience and 
fortitude which a consciousness of contending for the right and for 
God ought to give us. 

[Minutes of 1861, pp. 13, 14.] 
Whbbeas, This unhappy war, begun by the States in rebellion 
against our Government, and prosecuted by them for the subversion 
of civil order and the destruction of national unity and life, with a 
spirit so barbarous that the annals of savage warfare can scarcely find 
a parallel, has for another and a third year raged in our land; 
therefore 

Resolved, 1. That we regard the aim of the rebellion as illustrative of 
the domineering spirit of slavery, and that the temper in which it has 
been prosecuted, as seen in the reduction of prisoners of war to sla- 
very, and in their barbarous massacre at Fort Pillow, is but the pro- 
duct of that depravity and despotism which human slavery naturally 
begets. 

2. That not only our country's weal, but also the interests of the 
human race, and of Christian civilization demand that a force so 
malignant as that arrayed in war against this nation be thoroughly 
subdued, whatever the alternative in taxation, the duration of the 
conflict or the sacrifices of life may be. 

3. That such an aim as the destruction of our national unity and 
life, and the founding of a Confederacy, with slavery as its basis, is a 
crime too great for an enlightened and Christian age to bear, and • 
therefore can receive sympathy and apology only from those who to 

a like depravity add the baseness of cowardice. 
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Whereas, This nation, on the other hand, through its appointed 
agencies, has sought to be true to its constitution, to its place geo- 
graphically and historically, and to its Divinely-appointed mission as 
the conservator of civil and religious liberty for a continent; therefore 

Resolved, That whatever of sympathy or service, of faith or works, 
consistent with such a mission, can be demanded, will be readily 
accorded by us and by every loyal heart; first, to establish civil and 
religious liberty throughout our entire national domain, and then in all 
other lands, so far as we may without infringing international law. 

Resolved, That for the officers of our nation and army, and espec- 
ially for our brave soldiers, our prayers uttered from anxious yet con- 
fiding hearts, and inspired by great hopes, shall be daily offered. 

And Whereas, There are distinctions of color found in our State 
constitutions and laws contrary to the true principles of free govern- 
ment; therefore 

Resolved, That such distinctions are odious and offensive to the one 
God who is the Father and Maker of us all, contrary to His gospel 
and exposing us to His judgments, and should therefore be blotted out 
and forgotten. 

Resolved, That no Christian can consistently countenance the 
public sentiment which excludes men because of color from any 
trade, profession or position for which they are fitted by their talents, 
intelligence and moral worth. 

Resolved, That this General Association most heartily endorse the 
sentiments expressed in the resolutions adopted by the third Trien- 
nial Convention of the churches of the Northwest in respect to our 
duty as Congregationalists to the southern portion of our country in 
its present exigency, and believing that the time has now come for 
concert of action in carrying out the suggestions contained in these 
resolutions, we pledge ourselves as pastors and churches to cooperate 
in any proper efforts to establish Congregational Churches in the 
waste places of the South. 

Resolved, That, in accordance with the suggestions of that conven- 
tion, we recommend that the Congregational churches of the North- 
western States hold an extensive mutual correspondence as to the 
propriety and feasibility of holding a National Congregational Con- 
vention to consider the duty which God in His providence seems to 
be laying upon us as Congregationalists in the present state of our 
nation and country. 

[Minutes of 1865, p. 13.] 
Whereas, God, our God, in His good providence has allowed us 
to come together at a time when the answers to our many prayers 
for our country, and the fulfillment of our ardent wishes, are in our 
hands; when the end of the Great Rebellion of the nineteenth 
century is assured to us, and with it the destruction of slavery, which 
was the rebellion's soul, and the death of secession, which was its 
right arm; at the time when the flag of our country waves over us in 
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all its former beauty — "not a color dimmed, not a star erased" — 
only glowing the more brightly for the washing which Liberty has 
given it, whose washings, it seems, must ever be in blood — only more 
brightly glowing as it is held before us "full high advanced" to meet 
the morning rays of the " dayapring from on high " which is visiting 
us — the herald of the long day of peace and joy which we see before 
us as "the Sun of Righteousness" hastes to rise "with healing in His 
wings;" therefore 

Resolved, That it is fitting for us to express our profound gratitude 
to Almighty God for the signal blessings which He has conferred 
upon our nation in giving victory to our arms and completing that 
victory by giving into the hands of the government the persons of the 
leaders of the rebellion, in whose punishment we hope to see vindi- 
cated the dignity of a justice which is the expression of mercy toward 
a nation of thirty millions of people. 

Resolved, That, in the wretched murderer of our beloved President, 
we recognize only the hand of slavery aiming its last revengeful blow 
at the heart of the nation; and in his act we see only fresh proofs of 
the wickedness nursed in the hearts of men by that "sum of all vil- 
lainies;" so that even this sad event adds to our thankfulness for the 
deliverance God has wrought for our country in wiping out this 
terrible evil from the land. 

Resolved, That the severe chastisement with which God has freshly 
afflicted us, in allowing our late Chief Magistrate to be taken away 
from us by the assassin's hand, is, like all chastisements, only a proof 
of God's love for us, and meant to teach us lessons of humility, of 
penitence, of reliance on God alone ; and these lessons this nation 
ought to learn, as it must learn them, if God's great purposes concern- 
ing us as a Christian people are to be carried out. 

Resolved, That, in behalf of the Congregational churches of Mich- 
igan, we tender to the Administration of President Johnson all the 
support which is due from us, as a body of Christian men, to our 
government in its arduous work of justice and mercy — the work of 
punishing treason and repairing the wastes which treason's war has 
wrought; and we will continue to pray that our rulers may be found 
wise enough and strong enough to do their whole duty. 

Resolved, That we look forward to the future of our country with 
abounding joy and unwavering confidence, feeling God's arm under- 
neath us, and hearing God's voice above us, and seeing God's hand 
before us, pointing to the boundless plains of the South and the West, 
which are to be the heritage of the American churches, fields from 
which to gather God's harvests; a larger one every year, we trust, 
until the last shall wave upon them, and angel reapers shall gather 
the golden sheaves into the Heavenly garners ; and finally 

Resolved, That we will offer our unceasing prayer to the Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that this, our hope, maybe fully and gloriously 
realized. 
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[Minutes of 1866, pp. 16, 17.] 

W H ERKAS* This General Association is a branch of that denomin- 
ation of Christians who have ever deeply sympathized with the prin- 
ciples of liberty, both in Church and State; and 

Whereas, We have been no uninterested spectators of the terrible 
struggle that has been going on for the subversion of these sacred 
principles in this country during the last few years, and which is by 
no means yet wholly brought to an end ; and 

Whereas, We now feel called upon to renew the testimony we 
have so often given upon this subject; therefore 

Rewlved, 1. That, as an Association, we deeply sympathize with 
the Freedmen of this country in the burdens and oppressions they 
are still called to endure, and that we pledge ourselves to do all in 
our power to secure for them the same rights and privileges which 
we ourselves enjoy. 

2. That we tender our earnest sympathy to the loyal men and 
women of the South in their sufferings for the sacred cause of freedom ; 
that we welcome them back under the protecting folds of the good 
old flag we all love so well, and that we view with indignation the 
unjust discrimination of the President against them and in favor of 
traitors in the distribution of his official favors. 

3. That the policy of the President in extending pardons so indis- 
criminately to the leading traitors of the South, without any good 
evidence of repentance, or pledges for the future safety of the State, 
is viewed by us with unfeigned sorrow and alarm. 

4. That, as Christians and citizens of the Republic, we tender 
our sincere thanks to Congress for the steadfast manner in which 
they have labored, and still continue to labor, for the establish- 
ment of the rights of the Freedmen and for the safety of the south- 
ern loyalists; and that we invoke upon them from God, in their 
future deliberations and efforts, all the wisdom and firmness they 
may need to enable them to resist both the blandishments and threats 
of power, and perfect the good work they have begun, to the end 
that treason may be punished, loyalty rewarded, and all good citizens 
of our beloved country, irrespective of color or caste, be secure in the 
rights to which their manhood may entitle them. 

[Minutes of 1867, p. 82.] 

Whereas, According to the usual custom of this body, it seems 
fitting and desirable that we make some expression of our sentiments 
upon those great questions of human liberty in relation to which we 
have borne in times past no uncertain testimony ; therefore 

R&olved, That we heartily reaffirm our former utterances in favor 
of universal liberty and impartial suffrage. 

Resolved, That we express our devout gratitude to God and our 
hearty thanks to our National Congress for what has been accom- 
plished in securing equal rights to all the citizens of our country. 
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Resolved, That we view with alarm and protest against the release 
of unrepentant rebels from the disabilities of their guilt. 

[Minutes of 1876, p. 18.] 

Resolved, 1. That, as Christian churches and Christians, we believe 
our nation to have been founded in and prospered by liberty, religion 
and virtue under the leadership of God; that the continuance of its 
present greatness lies in the preservation of these three with the 
Divine blessing; that we regard it as a matter of national life and 
death that all our public administration should be controlled by 
inflexible integrity in every public servant and all public legislation, 
and we hold it to be the present and invariable duty of every pulpit 
in our churches to defend the Divine foundations of religion and 
honesty in the land, and to protest against public corruption in every 
form in the name of Him in whose mouth was found no guile, and 
that we entreat the people irresistably to sustain the truth of the 
pulpit by word, vote and prayer. 

2. That we recommend the second Sunday of July, of this year, 
as a suitable day in which our pulpits shall speak of historical and 
national topics, and with reference to present emergencies. 

ON SLAVERY. 
[Minutes of 1843, p. «.] 

The following preamble and resolution were unanimously 
adopted: 

Whereas, The system of Slavery existing in our country is a 
great political evil, undermining and threatening the destruction of 
all our free institutions ; and 

Whereas, It is an enormous social evil, polluting the fountains 
and destroying the safeguards of domestic happiness; and 

Whereas, It is a heinous moral evil, nullifying both the law and 
the gospel of God, trampling the dearest rights of man in the dust, 
and fearfully obstructing the progress of pure religion in the world; 
therefore 

Resolved, That we deem it our solemn and bounden duty to strive 
diligently in the use of all legitimate means for the speedy and utter 
extermination of this complicated evil from the land. 

[Minutes of 1844, pp. 8, 9.] 

Resolved, That the practice of buying, selling and holding human 
beings as property, as it is practiced in a portion of the United 
States, is a gross violation of the laws of God, and ought to be dis- 
countenanced and opposed in all appropriate ways as a heinous sin. 

Resolved, That American Slavery is one of the greatest obstacles 
in the way of the spread of the gospel and the salvation of men. 

Resolved, That this Association most earnestly recommend to all 
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ministers and churches connected with it to exclude from their 
pulpits those ministers, and from their communion those members of 
churches who persist in sustaining the legal relation of slaveholders, 
and also practically treat men as property. 

[Minutes of 1846, p. 6.] 

The following communication on the subject of Slavery was 

received from the General Association of Massachusetts: 

"The General Association of Massachusetts having often and 
earnestly expressed their abhorrence of slavery, grieving that the 
system still exists and is sustained by some Christians ana ecclesias- 
tical bodies as authorized by the Word of God, do solemnly reaffirm 
their faith that the Word of God is utterly opposed to slavery as it 
exists in these United States; and as far as the Bible obtains the 
ascendancy in the heart of Christians and of the church, such Chris- 
tians must and will separate themselves from all responsible connec- 
tion with the system. And in the spirit of fraternal fidelity we 
earnestly beseech all Christians connected with the system, in view 
of their profession to be living examples of the Gospel, and in the 
light of God's truth, carefully to review their opinions and practice 
and to do their utmost to free the church of Christ from the pollution 
of this guilt." 

The above being read, it was unanimously resolved that this 
Association do cordially concur with the General Association of 
Massachusetts in their "expression of opinion" upon the subject of 
Slavery. 

[Minutes of 1817, p. 2 (18).] 

Resolved, That it is the conviction of this body that the American 
churches ought to make a vigorous effort to supply the slaves of the 
United States with the Word of God. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to correspond with the 
American Bible Society with a view to ascertain whether they will 
take the responsibility of disbursing funds contributed to that object. 

[Minutes of 1848, p. 6.] 
Resolved, That we regard with continued and increased abhor- 
rence the great and crying sin of slavery, with its attendant evils, the 
division of churches, political discord, licentiousness, heathenism and 
war; that we urge upon the members of our churches the duty of 
informing themselves more fully on this important subject, of praying 
more fervently and exerting more efficiently their influence in opposi- 
tion to this great moral, social and political evil, and we pray that the 
day may be hastened when all portions of the Christian church shall 
separate themselves from all alliance with slavery. 

[Minutes of 1851, pp. 6, 7.] 

1. We reaffirm our cordial and increasing abhorrence of Ameri- 
can slavery, both in its theory and practice, and we earnestly protest 
against it as an offense before God and an exceeding wrong to man. 

2. We deeply deplore the recent development of this system of 
wrong in the enactment and execution of the Fugitive Slave law as a 
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blow struck not only at the flying bondman, but at the humanity, 
conscience and peace of the nation. 

3. Caring most of all for the honor of Christ in His church and 
ministry, we feel it as a wound and a shame that any among the 
Christian ministry should have volunteered to soothe the troubled 
conscience of the nation by promising peace when there was not 
purity, and exalting above the law of God a law so low as that. 

[Minutes of 1853, pp. 14, 15.] 

Resolved, That this Association feel more than ever impressed 
with the sinfulness of slavery in our country and of the importance of 
all proper efforts for its removal. 

Resolved, That we sympathize deeply with the poor, degraded 
slaves in the cruel privations of their grinding bondage. 

Resolved, That we hail with joy every judicious measure of the 
friendB of freedom to remove this evil from the land and to "deliver 
the spoiled out of the hands of the oppressor," and we recommend to 
the churches connected with this body to use all means sanctioned 
by humanity and religion to attain this righteous end. 

Resolved, That we hereby record again our protest against the 
infamous Fugitive Slave act, and our unalterable purpose "not to 
deliver to his master the servant that has escaped from his master to 
us," but " to remember those that are in bonds as bound with them." 

[Minutes of 1854, p. 14.] 

Resolved, That we reaffirm our sentiments of opposition to slavery, 
its wrongs and aggressions, and also deeply lament the repeal of the 
Missouri Compromise, whereby slavery may have a legal existence in 
territory hitherto deemed forever devoted to freedom, and that it is 
the duty of Christian freemen to make all constitutional efforts to 
prevent its existence within the public domain. 

Resolved, That we highly approve of the efforts being made by the 
freemen of the North to settle the territories of Nebraska and Kansas, 
and thus by preoccupying the ground and by superior numbers at 
the ballot box to preserve them from the grasp of slaveholders. 

[Minutes of 1855, p. 10.] 

Whereas, We believe the system of American slavery to be 
inimical to the best interests of the slaveholder aS well as the slave, 
to be an impediment to the progress of virtue and an inducement to 
vice, to be a clog upon the wheels of national advancement and a blot 
upon our national escutcheon ; and 

Whereas, Immense efforts have been and are now made to 
extend this curse over our territories by annulling a solemn compact, 
destroying the freedom of the press, preventing the free expression 
of opinion, and the free exercise of some of the dearest of our civil 
rights; therefore 
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Rewired, That this Association, with love to the slaveholder as 
well as to the poor victim of oppression, would still continue to 
reiterate and record their deep detestation of a system which entails 
upon our country this "stupendous wrong," so dishonoring to God, 
so at war with justice and humanity, and so degrading to our country 
in the eye of an intelligent world. 

Resolved, That the late outrages in Kansas hy which the freedom 
of the press has been endangered, the sacredness of the ballot box 
violated by armed bands from a neighboring State, and threats of 
violence uttered against those who are favorable to freedom, call for 
the intervention of the Federal Government and the deep condem- 
nation of every friend of our country's prosperity. 

Resolved, That we heartily sympathize with the friends of free 
institutions in the territories in their struggle for their civil rights, 
and that we pledge them our sympathies, our prayers and our support. 

Resolved, That in the exercise of a thorough belief that this system 
cannot continue, that the intelligence of our country, the progress of 
our race and the moral government of God demand its overthrow, we 
express our solemn determination to gird ourselves for the struggle 
and never to lay aside our armor until the victory of freedom shall 
have been finally achieved. 

[Minutes of 1856, pp. 11, 12.] 

Rewired, by the General Association of Michigan, That we bear 
our unanimous testimony against the entire system of American 
slavery as the greatest of all obstacles to our prosperity as a nation, 
in its influence upon our national, our political, our moral and our 
religious interests. 

Resolved, That we look with the deepest anxiety at the present 
development of that system, and deprecate the evils which must 
legitimately flow from its bold, arrogant and reckless efforts to secure 
the control and direction of our National Government. 

Resoltvd, That the invasion of Kansas by the inhabitants of 
Missouri for the purpose of controlling the political action of that 
territory and eventually making it a slave State, and the sympathy, 
sanction and aid of our National Government of that invasion can be 
justified on no principle of right, civil or religious. 

Resolved. That we deprecate the recent violent action in that 
Territory by which homes have been destroyed, rights trampled 
under foot and life sacrificed, and that we tender our warmest 
sympathies to those who have thus been made the objects of the 
excuseless wrong. 

Resolved, That we utterly and without qualification condemn the 
late cowardly and brutal attack upon the Hon. Charles Sumner, of 
Massachusetts, on the floor of Congress, because of his fidelity to the 
cause of freedom on that floor, and we most fully sanction that fidelity 
and the moral courage which prompted it, and sympathize with him 
in his sufferings on account of their fearless exhibition. 



Digitized by Google 



195 

■ 

Resolved, That we pledge ourselves to oppose in every way in our 
power consistent with Christian principles and true patriotism not 
only the further aggressions of Slavery, but its continued existence in 
any portion of our land or world. 

[Minutes of 1857, pp. 8, 9, 12, 18.] 
Resolved, That as an Association we heartily approve of the prin- 
ciples adopted by the Executive Committee of the American Home 
Missionary Society with respect to extending aid to slaveholding 
churches. 

Resolved, That this Association approve of the principles adopted 
by the American Tract Society at their late annual meeting relative 
to publications upon the subject of slavery. 

Resolved, That the recent decision of the Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court of the United States, by which one-seventh of the 
entire population of the country are virtually outlawed, excites in us 
the deepest grief and indignation, and awakens the profoundest 
apprehensions for the safety of our country and the permanency of 
our free institutions. 

Resolved, That for men of all sorts we know of but one law— 
"Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself;" and that against so 
palpable and abhorrent a violation of that law we, as men, as citizens, 
as Christians, and as the servants of God and the churches, do enter 
our most solemn protest. 

ON HOME MISSIONS AND HOME EVANGELIZATION. 

[Minutes of 1842, p. 6.1 

Resolved, That the Committee on Correspondence be directed to 
obtain a suitable man (if possible) to labor as a missionary among 
destitute churches and in such other places within our bounds as the 
interests of religion may seem to require. 

Resolved, That said committee be further directed to open a cor- 
respondence with the Missionary Society of Connecticut with a view 
to obtain from that Institution the means of supporting a missionary 
among the destitute churches of our State. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed (naming them) to con- 
sider the expediency of organizing a Bethel church in the city of 
Detroit, and to organize such a church if by them judged expedient, 
and report their action in the premises at the next meeting of this 
association. 

[Minutes of 1848, p. 5.] 

The committee on a Bethel church in Detroit reported. Their 
report was accepted and the committee discharged. (No mention is 
made of its tenor, but it can probably be correctly surmised.) 

[Minutes of 1843, p. 6.] 

The committee appointed to correspond with the Connecticut 
Missionary Society reported that they had addressed a communica- 
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tion to the Society with a view to obtain from that Institution the 
means of sustaining a missionary to be employed within the bounds 
of this Association ; that the Secretary of the Society had encouraged 
them to expect that the necessary means would be granted upon 
their nominating a suitable person for the service; and, finally, that, 
though they had made repeated efforts to engage a proper laborer, 
they had thus far been unsuccessful. Report accepted and committee 
discharged. 

[Minutes of 1843, pp. 7, 8.] 

Whereas, We believe that pecuniary contributions for bene- 
volent purposes is an eminent means both of temporal and spiritual 
prosperity, and that it \s the imperative duty of those who have 
received the gospel to aid according to their ability in giving to the 
destitute; therefore 

Resrtwd, That a committee of seven be annually appointed by 
this Association to be called " the Domestic Missionary Committee," 
whose duty it shall be, by circular letter or otherwise, to bring the 
moral and religious wants of our State before all the Congregational 
churches within our bounds, and to solicit aid from all for the relief 
of those wants. 

Rewlved, That it shall also be the duty of said committee to en- 
deavor to obtain from the Missionary Society of Connecticut the 
means of sustaining a missionary evangelist within our bounds, and, 
if successful, they shall employ a suitable laborer aud give him such 
directions as they shall deem proper. 

Rewlved, That it shall be the duty of the said committee, further- 
more, to expend the moneys which may come into their hands in 
such a manner as they shall judge best adapted to promote the moral 
and religious interests of the State, and they shall make a report of 
their doings at the next annual meeting. 

[Minutes of 1844, pp. 6, 7.] 
The Domestic Missionary Committee reported that that part of 
• their duty enjoined in the first resolution on the subject of domestic 
missions adopted at the last meeting, they had not performed; that 
they had endeavored to accomplish the object indicated in the second 
resolution, but without successs— the Connecticut Missionary Society 
having " been led to fear, in consequence of representations made to 
them, that the appointment of a Missionary Evangelist within our 
bounds would occasion difficulty between the Congregational and 
Presbyterian denominations; " but finally, they are now advised of a 
source from which the requisite means for sustaining such a laborer 
among us may be procured. 

The following resolutions were then adopted as a substitute for 
the action of this body on the subject of domestic missions at their 
last meeting: 

Resolved, That a committee of three be annually appointed by 
this Association to be called " the Domestic Missionary Committee," 
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who shall endeavor to procure the means to sustain a Missionary 
Evangelist within our bounds. 

Resolved, That, so far as said committee may be successful, they 
shall employ a suitable laborer and give him such directions as they 
may deem proper, and shall make a report of their, doings at the next 
annual meeting. 

[Minutes of 1845, pp. 7, 9.] 
The Domestic Missionary Committee presented their report, from 
which it appeared that, through the munificence of a friend in New 
York, the means to support a missionary among the feeble and 
destitute churches in this State were received; that the Rev. O. 
Parker was employed and entered upon the work immediately after 
the adjournment of the Association last year ; that he had labored 
through the year with encouraging success and with great acceptable- 
ness both to the committee and the churches, having preached nearly 
400 sermons, assisted in organizing three churches and one confer- 
ence, and having witnessed in connection with his labors four 
revivals of religion ; and that finally the Connecticut Missionary 
Society have appropriated $400 for his support in the same field of 
labor for the ensuing year. The following resolution was then 
adopted : 

Resolved, That it is expedient for the Domestic Missionary Com- 
mittee to solicit funds from all the Congregational churches in the 
State for the purpose of employing an additional missionary the 
whole or a part of the year among the destitute and feeble churches. 

Voted, That the Rev. S. Cochrane be appointed a committee to 
present for the approval of this Association a minute expressive of 
the gratitude of this body toward The Benevolent Fbiend to whose 
liberality we are indebted for the means of sustaining a Missionary 
Evangelist within our bounds during the past year. (This was subse- 
quently reported and ordered signed by the Moderator and trans- 
mitted. The "Benevolent Friend" was Mr. David Hale, of New 
York City.) 

[Minutes of 1846, p. 9.] 

The report of the Domestic Missionary Committee was received 
and adopted. From the report it appears that Rev. O. Parker has 
been engaged during the year in missionary labor through the State ; 
that he has assisted in organizing two Congregational churches and 
one conference, and that he has witnessed in connection with his 
labors seven interesting revivals of religion. It appears also that the 
Connecticut Missionary Society have again appropriated $400 for the 
support of a laborer in the same field the ensuing year. The commit- 
tee say further that, in accordance with the resolution adopted at the 
last meeting, they issued a circular letter to the Congregational 
churches in the State soliciting contributions for the purpose of sus- 
taining an additional missionary among the destitute and feeble 
churches; that they received in response the sum of $106.72, with 
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$100 of which they employed the Rev. Luther Shaw for three months. 
The committee earnestly recommend the renewal of the effort for the 
year ensuing. After discussion, the following was adopted: 

Resolved, That we deem it highly important that the Domestic 
Missionary Committee continue the effort commenced last year, to 
obtain from our own churches the means of sustaining a missionary 
among those congregations which are destitute and feeble, and that 
we recommend to the committee the adoption of suitable measures 
for that purpose. 

[Minutes of 1846, pp. 9, 10.] 

Rev. James Ballard made a statement of the wants of a tribe of 
Indians in the northern part of the State, and that a request had 
been made to him in their behalf by the Indian agent that measuces 
might be adopted to afford them religious instruction, whereupon the 
following resolution was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Domestic Missionary Committee be requested 
to bear in mind the moral and religious wants of the Indians of Mich- 
igan, and if possible do something for their supply. 

[Minutes of 1819, p. 6.] 

Resolved, That in view of the destitutions of our own State there 
exists at this time the strongest reason to ponder and act upon the 
words of our Lord, "The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are 
few, pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest that He will send 
forth laborers into the harvest." 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to prepare a circular 
letter to the Congregational churches and ministers of this State 
presenting for their consideration, first, the duty of parents to conse- 
crate their sons to God for His ministry, to labor and pray for their 
conversion, and to educate them for that work; secondly, the respon- 
sibilities resting upon the youth of our churches to consecrate them- 
selves to this work, and the facilities which are afforded them, if 
needy, to enable them to obtain a thorough education ; and thirdly, 
to urge upon churches and ministers to raise money to aid indigent, 
pious young men while pursuing their studies in Michigan University 
in preparation for the ministry. 

[Minutes of 1849, p. 7.] 
Voted, That we sympathize with Rev. S. S. Brown in his arduous 
missionary labors among the feeble and destitute churches of our 
State, and bespeak for him the confidence and support of the friends 
of the Lord Jesus Christ through the State, and we gratefully recog- 
nize the beneficence of the Connecticut Domestic Missionary Society 
by which he isi sustained. 

[Minutes of 1851, p. 7.] 
While we can declare our unabated interest in the benevolent 
societies to which our churches have hitherto contributed, and would 
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cordially, commend their accredited agents to all who love the 
Redeemer and His kingdom, we would express our peculiar interest 
in the American Home Missionary Society; therefore 

Resolved, That both it and its agent are, in our estimation, worthy 
of the increasing favor of the churches we represent, and that our 
contributions to this Society ought to be increased more and more, 
that its influence may be widened and strengthened in saving our 
land and the world. 

[Minutes of 1857, pp. 6, 7.] 

The resolutions of the Association adopted in 1843, in reference to 
Domestic Missionaries, were rescinded, and a committee waB appoint- 
ed to consider and report what action may now be proper to be taken 
in reference to this matter. This committee made the following 
report, which was adopted: 

That a committee be appointed by this body whose duty it shall 
be to enter into correspondence with the Connecticut Missionary 
Society with a view of obtaining aid for one or more missionaries to 
be employed in this State, and also to arrange some wise plan with 
that Society for the direction of his or their labors. 

[Minutes of 1858, p. 6.1 

The committee reported that they were authorized to expect aid 
from that Society as soon as they should be able to obtain a suitable 
laborer for the'field. The committee were continued with instruc- 
tions to use all diligence to obtain a suitable minister to labor among 
the destitute and feeble churches of the State. 

[Minutes of 1863, p. 13.] 

Retained, 1. That it is the duty of our local associations to give 
increased attention to the subject of home evangelization. 

2. That it is their duty to so district off their area as to bring as 
completely as possible the entire population under the supervision 
of the pastors of their churches. 

3. That it is a duty incumbent on the pastors to use all their 
means to bring into activity the Christian talent and piety of the 
members of their churches in the work of home evangelization. 

4. That we recommend that each of our churches set apart one 
of their stated prayer meetings to the subject of home evangelization, 
to be called the " home prayer meeting." 

[Minutes of 18W, p. 13.] 

Resolved, 1. That every Christian church, from its very connection 
with the community in which it is placed, is responsible for the 
Christianization of that community. 

2. That the entire area of the community in which a church may 
be located should be so districted off that the whole population may 
be brought under the supervision of the pastor and church. 
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3. That whenever any parish may contain other centers of popu- 
lation or of business, a Sabbath School under the supervision of some 
member of the church ought to be established and so conducted that 
it may become the nucleus of a church. 

4. That each church be recommended to hold a monthly prayer 
meeting to be called the " home prayer meeting," at which these 
outside stations and Sabbath schools shall form a prominent subject 
of prayer and conversation. 

5. That the local associations at their annual meetings be re- 
quested to assign a prominent place to the subject of home evangeliza- 
tion and make a written report concerning the same to this General 
Association. 

[Minutes of 1868, p. 13.] 

Resolved, 1. That habitual industry in Christian work to be wisely 
expended requires organized effort which should put to use every 
church member fit for service, and the rest in process of training. 

2. That non-attendance at church is the early and general token 
of an irreligion whose bitter fruits are to be found in the demoraliza- 
tion of communities and the ruin of souls. 

3. That we ask our churches carefully to inquire whether any 
repelling distinctions in social life and in the sanctuary, any mode of 
dress, lack of accommodation or courtesy, debars persons from resort- 
ing to the house of God. 

4. That we ask the families and individual members of our 
churches to take up for prayerful consideration the question whether 
their social power as families is thoroughly concentrated in Christian 
work. 

5. That, looking to God for help and guidance, we ask our 
churches to enter with us upon the work of home evangelization, 
attracting men to church and leading them to Christ, till there shall 
be no moral wastes in this State. 

6. That, in order intelligently to know our work, the churches be 
requested thoroughly to explore the religious condition of their sur- 
rounding families, and furnish the statistics and facts gained to the 
church at large through conference and association narratives of the 
state of religion within their respective bounds. 

[Minutes of 1871, p. 18.] 

Resolved, 1. That this General Conference, in view of the present 
demands of our home missionary work, urge the local conferences of 
this State to make special effort during the coming year to develop as 
far as possible the strength and resources of the weaker churches, 
and also to bring, by such labor as the ministers are able to give, the 
stronger and the weaker churches into closer bonds of sympathy and 
mutual helpfulness. 

2. That the scribes of the local conferences be requested to bring 
this matter before the churches within their bounds immediately. 
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[Minutes of 1871, p. 15.] 

Whereas, It is the opinion of many brethren that a greater 
efficiency in our home missionary work would be secured by the 
establishing of a State Home Missionary Society, auxiliary to the 
American Home Missionary Society ; therefore 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire into the 
expediency and practicability of forming such a society and report 
next year. 

[Minutes of 1872, p. 15.] 

Whereas, It is the deliberate conviction of this conference that 
the churches of this State are not doing what they are able and ought 
to do for Home Missions; therefore 

Resolved, 1. That we recommend to the churches of this State 
that they raise at least $8,000 for home missions during the present 
year. 

2. That a committee be appointed to assess this sum upon the 
several conferences as equitably as possible, and that the Home 
Missionary Committee of each conference be requested to apportion 
the amount assessed upon the conference equitably among the several 
churches of the conference. 

3. That we recommend that hereafter every pastor make a full 
presentation of the cause to his people on the first Sunday in June, 
and secure pledges for the same at once. 

4. That the several local home missionary committees be re- 
quested to hold a meeting at every session of their conference to hear 
statements of the representatives of the home missionary churches 
within their bounds, and after consultation to decide, as near as may 
be, what amount of aid should be given to^each church, and that 
they preserve a record of their doings. 

5. That we recommend to each pastor to secure, if possible, the 
organization in each parish of a Woman's Missionary Society for the 
purpose of securing weekly offerings from each member, and that 
these offerings be appropriated as each individual donor shall desig- 
nate, either to the home or foreign work, and that any sums not 
specified shall be equally divided between the A. B. C. F. M. and the 
A. H. M. S., and that as many of the members of these societies as 
can do so, hold a convention for mutual sympathy and encouragement 
at the time and place of holding our State conference. 

6. That we recommend to all our churches the observance of the 
monthly concert of prayer for both home and foreign missions. 

7. That we recommend that one or more religious conventions 
be held in each local conference during the latter part of autumn for 
the purpose of promoting greater spirituality and stimulating the 
whole sisterhood of churches to greater activity in spreading the 
gospel. 

[Minutes of 1876, p. 21.] 
Resolved, That we recommend to all the churches connected with 
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this Association that they make faithful and earnest effort the 
coming year to raise for home missions a sum equal to $1 for each 
resident member. 

[Minutes of 1877, p. 17.] 
RmAved, That this Association recommend to the churches of 
Michigan that they make a vigorous effort to raise at least 50 cents a 
member this year for home missions, and that to this intent the Super- 
intendents be requested to prepare a circular containing a clear state- 
ment of needs, and an appeal to be sent to ministers and churches of 
the State. 

[Minutes of 1882, p. 17.] 

Whereas, In view of the increased necessities of this work and 
the great number of new fields opening to us throughout the northern 
counties, and in view of the generous apportionment of $10,000 made 
for our State work by the society in New York, we are called upon for 
renewed efforts to do for ourselves ; and 

WnKRRAs, The Directors of home missions in the State have 
estimated that at least $13,362 will be required to be raised by our 
churches to carry on the work among us, as already begun, without 
reference to any advance ; therefore 

Resolved, 1. That our churches be earnestly requested carefully 
and prayerfully to consider the matter and act in reference to it as, in 
their Christian judgment, will be pleasing to the Master. 

2. We earnestly recommend to the local conferences and associa- 
tional home missionary committees the importance of the subject, 
and solicit their hearty cooperation in carrying out the work to a 
successful completion. 

[Minutes of 1883, p. 21.] 
Resolved, 1. That this General Association urges upon each local 
association and conference of churches the importance of organizing 
at its next meeting a settled policy of aggressive evangelistic work 
within its own bounds. 

2. That the State Board of Directors of Home Missions be recom- 
mended to employ a State evangelist to labor as missionary evan- 
gelist in the missionary churches and communities only, provided a 
suitable man can be secured for the position. 

3. That we request the Executive Committee of Home Missions 
as a special committee to carry out these recommendations in such 
way as their wisdom and ability may suggest. 

[Minutes of 1885, p. 11.] 
Inasmuch as the $16,220 which the necessities of the work require 
us to raise, and which we have voted to raise, is almost exactly equal 
to $1 for every resident church member in the State, we would recom- 
mend that the Home Missionary Committee in the several local con- 
ferences and associations use all possible care and diligence to secure 
the raising in every local body of a sum equal at least to $1 for every 
resident member in all the churches. 
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[Minutes of 1886, p. 7.] 

The Board of Directors of Home Missions recommended : 
Approving of the proposal to appoint a State evangelist; also, 
that a committee be appointed to consider the question of organizing 
a training school for candidates for the ministry ; also, that a series 
of home missionary conventions be held during the year under the 
direction of the State Executive Committee, and that $17,000 be 
raised by the churches for home missions the coming year. 

[Minutes of 1887, p. 11.] 

Resolved, That we recommend that we endeavor to secure State 
home missionary self-support within five years on the basis of $30,000 
per year. 

Resolved, That wefraise the sum of $19,600 the present year. 

[Minutes of 1888, p. 11.] 

Resolved, That $18,000 be raised by the churches of the State for 
the work of home missions for the coming year. 

Resolved, That the Executive Committee on Home Missions be 
authorized to pay the salaries of home missionaries in active service 
in the State promptly when due, and to borrow money to do so 
whenever it may be necessary. Whenever any application for aid 
must be delayed beyond one meeting of the State Executive Com- 
mittee, immediate notice of that fact shall be sent to the missionary, 
together with a statement of the amount upon which he may depend. 

[Minutes of 1890, p. 10.] 

Resolved, That we undertake to raise the sum of $20,000 for our 
regular home missionary work for the current year. 

Resolved, That we request that all applications of home mission- 
ary churches for aid be publicly read to the churches and congrega- 
tions making them before they are forwarded. 

Resolved, That we request the American Home Missionary Society 
to insert in the application blank the question, " Has this application 
been read to the church and congregation? " 

Resolved, That the State Evangelists be requested to make written 
reports of their work to the Board of Trustees at their annual meeting. 

[Minute* of 1892, p. 80.] 

Resolved, That the Michigan Congregational Association assume 
self-support in its home missionary work. 

We recommend that there shall be expended during the coming 
year for the work^of home missions a sum not less than $24,500, and 
that the churches be requested to raise for this work the sum of 
$21,500, the remaining $3,000 to be taken, if needed, from the Hopkins 
legacy. 

We recommend the appointment of a General Missionary for the 
Upper Peninsula, who shall reside on the field and be responsible to 
the Board of Trustees. 
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We also recommend that the sum of $3,500 above what may be 
raised on the field be guaranteed for development of the work in the 
Upper Peninsula, if needed. 

We also recommend that all collections from the churches for 
home work shall be forwarded direct to the Treasurer of this body. 

ON TEMPERANCE — THE LIQUOR TRAFFIC AND LIQUOR 

LEGISLATION. 

[Minutes of 1851, p. 8.1 

Revolved, 1. That we rejoice in the advancement of the temperance 
cause, and are happy to pledge to the Michigan State Temperance 
Society our cordial cooperation. 

2. That we recommend to the ministers and churches of this 
Association renewed activity and diligence in this cause, and request 
the members to preach on this subject in their respective fields of 
labor at their earliest convenience. 

[Minutes of 1852, p. ".] 
With a thorough conviction that God has set His hand to the 
overthrow of intemperance, and that He raises up successively the 
agents and measures by which that end is approached, and rejoicing 
especially in the new impulse He has imparted to the temperance 
cause within the past year by the adoption in several of the States of a 
more correct and effective style of legal restraint upon the traffic in 
intoxicating drinks, and by the strenuous advocacy and general favor 
which such law receives, 

1. We declare our unabated interest in the cause of temperance 
and our readiness to labor in all appropriate ways in our several 
spheres in its behalf. 

2. We believe that the time has fully come in this State for a 
legislative measure like that of the State of Maine, and that the pre- 
valence of temperance sentiment warrants the friends of this cause in 
urging the adoption of Buch law as speedily as practicable. 

3. We recommend to the churches and ministers connected with 
this body to throw themselves strenuously and prayerfully into this 
field of labor at this crisis, that as Christians we be not wanting to an 
interest so vital to human weal and the progress of true religion. 

4. We rejoice in the assurance which is given us by the personal 
testimony of the delegate from the General Conference of Maine in 
the practical well-working and successful execution of the Maine law 
in its native »State, and we are encouraged by his declaration in the 
confidence that substantially the same remedy will work well else- 
where. 

[Minutes of 1858, p. 15.] 
Resolved, That since the legislature of this State has seemed to 
hesitate on the very brink of giving us a law prohibitory to the liquor 
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traffic, referring the matter to the people, we rejoice in the opportu- 
nity thus afforded of giving again our strong and united voice against 
this desolating evil, and we cherish a happy confidence that the good 
people of Michigan will not permit this opportunity to be lost. 

« 

[Minutes of 1857, p. 11.] 
Resolved, That the present condition of the temperance reform in 
this State renders it our imperative duty to imbue the minds of our 
youth with the principles of total abstinence. 

[Minutes of 1858, p. 10.] 

Whereas, This General Association firmly believes that the use 
of intoxicating liquors as a beverage is one of the worst evils in the 
land, cursing the multitudes indulging in it in their outward estate 
and means of comfort, in the cultivation and use of their powers, in 
their character and influence as members of the State, and in their 
relation to God and immortality; and believing, also, that this mighty 
evil cannot be effectually removed except by the joint force of public 
sentiment and prohibitory laws, and that law and public sentiment 
stand, and from the nature of the case must ever stand, in reference 
to each other, in certain relations of mutual dependence, so that 
while public sentiment is necessary to the production and enforce- 
ment of law, yet, on the other hand, the enactment of a just law 
helps essentially to settle and invigorate public sentiment; therefore 

Resolved, That this General Association hereby respectfully yet 
earnestly appeals to the good and true of all classes to do all that they 
properly may do, everywhere and at all times, to create, extend and 
transmit a just public sentiment as to the manufacture, sale and use 
of intoxicating drinks, and also to procure the enactment and proper 
execution in this Commonwealth of prohibitory statutes essentially 
like those known as the Maine law. 

[Minutes of 1861, p. 8.] 

Resolved, That we regard the inculcation of the sin of intemper- 
ance and the motives which religion brings to bear against this evil 
as alone adequate to the thorough and permanent removal of it from 
the land and from the world, and that the ministry and churches of 
our land have a weighty responsibility devolving upon them, and 
should feel themselves guilty that intemperance is so extensively 
prevalent among us. 

Resolved, That while we believe the motives drawn from religion 
are the only ones which will prevail, we heartily approve and will, to 
the extent of our ability as citizens, and in our respective stations, 
support and abet the means commonly resorted to for the promotion 
of temperance, viz: Prohibition laws, temperance societies and 
organizations, lectures and issues of the press. 

Resolved, That the principles of temperance require total absti- 
nence from all intoxicating drinks as a beverage, in whatever forms 
they may exist and by whatever names they may be called. 
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Resolved, That we most cordially approve of the organization of 
the Michigan State Temperance Alliance, as it secures efficiency and 
permanency in this important field of benevolence, and also secures 
the friends of the cause in all parts of the State from the imposition 
of irresponsible lecturers. 

[Minutes of 1807, p. 2a.] 

The General Association of Michigan would introduce itself to 
your honorable body (the State Constitutional Convention then in 
session) as being an association of over 150 Congregational churches, 
numbering some 9,000 members and 140 ministers of the Gospel, and 
speaking in behalf of such a constituency, would respectfully memo- 
rialize your honorable body as follows : 

We rejoice that the present Constitution of this State forbids any 
license of the traffic in intoxicating drinks. The laws of our State 
prohibiting the traffic bring offenders before a magistracy liable to be 
swayed by surrounding influences rather than before higher, inde- 
pendent courts, and so make conviction difficult if not impossible. 
We therefore conceive that the benefits of prohibition have not been 
fully tested, and ask that the present Constitutional provision in 
relation to this matter be continued, rather than a license system be 
adopted, which, while it may restrain some, will give a dangerous 
respectability to the traffic. Great as is the capital involved in this 
trade, no success in the business can countervail the damage likely to 
come by licensing it. Against this damage the communities of our 
State have a right, through the action of your honorable body, to 
defend themselves. 

[Minutes of 1871, p. 16.] 

Whereas, Intemperance is the sorest evil that exists in the land 
and a greater hindrance than any other to Christian work ; therefore 

Resolved, That we urge upon all the churches connected with this 
body to labor for its suppression in all ways in which it can be prop- 
erly reached, whether morally or legally. 

[Minutes of 1875, p. 18.] 

Resolved, 1. Deeply impressed with the fearfulness and alarming 
increase of the evils arising out of the manufacture, sale and use of 
intoxicating spirits as a beverage, we urge upon the members of our 
churches and congregations, male and female, and upon all the 
people of our State, to do their utmost in every legitimate way to 
discourage and utterly suppress such manufacture, sale and use. 

2. We desire to express our firm conviction that the only true 
ground for the law to take, in reference to the manufacture and sale 
of intoxicating spirits for the purpose of a beverage, is that of absolute 
prohibition ; and we therefore deeply regret that our recent legisla- 
ture, instead of repealing our prohibitory liquor law, did not, by 
needed amendments, make it more stringent and effective, and we 
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solemnly protest against removing from our State constitution the 
clause which forbids our legislature to license said traffic. 

3. While we regard prohibition as the true legal ground, and 
would urge all to labor steadily to bring up the public sentiment of 
the State to demand and execute such prohibitory legislation, we 
would also urge upon all temperance men to make the most efficient 
use of the restrictive liquor law which has been recently placed upon 
our statute books, and to encourage and thoroughly cooperate with 
the officers of the law in its execution. 

[Minutes of 1876, p. 17.] 

Resolved, 1. That the making, vending and use of alcoholic liquors 
as a beverage is a sin against God and a crime against humanity. 

2. That the followers of the Saviour are in duty bound to discoun- 
tenance and oppose this double sin, and by every means of Christ's 
appointment to seek its extermination. 

[Minutes of 1876, p. 18.] 
Whereas, There is a sad prospect that intoxicating drinks will be 
sold on the grounds of the Centennial Exposition at Philadelphia ; 
therefore 

Resolved, That we enter our solemn protest against such sale. 

[Minutes of 1876, p. 21.] 

Resolved, That we deem it of much importance to prevent the 
repeal of the non-license law clause in our State Constitution concern- 
ing the sale of intoxicating drinks at the election next autumn, and 
earnestly hope all our ministers and church members will use their 
intelligence and influence, and those having the right of suffrage will 
cast their vote against such repeal. 

Resolved, That we recommend to the churches that they do not 
use intoxicating wines in the administration of the sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper. 

[Minutes of 1877, p. 18.] 

Whereas, The cause of temperance, one of the practical workings 
of Christianity, embracing many of the dearest interests of humanity, 
civil and religious, has received a great and far-reaching impetus in 
our State within the last few months, especially under the form of 
what are popularly known as the "Red Ribbon Movement," the 
" Woman's Temperance Union " and the " Children's Bands " ; there- 
fore 

Resolved, That we have cause of devout thanksgiving to God and 
encouragement for still more untiring devotion to this arm of the 
Master's service, and that as ministers and churches we will lend our 
influence to render it still more efficient for good. 

[Minutes of 1878, p. 13.] 
Resolved, That this General Association rejoice in the Christian 
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temperance work done in this State and throughout the land, and 
heartily commend the work of the Woman's Christian Union. 

[Minutes of 1879, pp. 17, 18.] 

Resolved, 1 . We give thanks to the Father of all good for the inter- 
est in the cause of temperance which He has been pleased to awaken 
and sustain in our churches, for the measure of vice He has restrained 
in our communities, and for the drunkards He has saved during the 
past year. 

2. We rejoice in all the good accomplished in behalf of temper- 
ance by all clubs, orders and organizations. 

3. While we commend their zeal and good will, we do gravely 
caution these bodies and all our churches against employing injudi- 
cious and unworthy advocates of a cause so sacred. 

4. We urge our churches to forbear the use of fermented wine 
at the communion table, and exhort them to renewed courage and 
fidelity in advocating the principles of total abstinence in all places 
and among all classes 

5. We return thanks to our honorable legislature for appointing 
a committee to inquire into the consequences of the sale and use of 
intoxicating liquors. 

6. We affirm that the principle of prohibition should characterize 
our future legislation on this subject. 

[Minutes of 1880, p. 16.] 

Whereas, The sin of intemperance is one of the most serious 
hindrances to the progress of the religion of Christ; and 

Whereas, The providence of God has, in these latter days espe- 
cially, turned the attention of the Christian public to this evil and to ' 
the consideration of the best methods of checking it; therefore 

Resolved, 1. That we heartily commend the self-denying and 
efficient labors of the Woman's Christian Temperance Union and 
other temperance organizations, and pray that God will give these 
laborers wisdom and patience to prosecute the work to which He has 
called them. 

2. That we recommend to the pastors and Sunday school teachers 
of our churches that this prevalent and destructive form of sin and 
the best ways of removing it, form the theme of frequent instruction. 

3. That we advise that all temperance organizations, so far as 
possible, be brought into sympathy and vital connection with ,the 
church of Christ. 

[Minutes of 1881, p. 18.] 

Whereas, The sin of intemperance is a serious hindrance to the 
progress of the Redeemer's kingdom ; and 

Whereas, The church of Christ must lead in the reformation 
from all sin ; therefore 
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Resolved, That this General Association recommend to the churches 
of Michigan (1) the use of temperance literature in their Sunday 
schools ; (2) that they set apart stated meetings for prayer and con- 
ference in relation to the temperance work; (3), that they banish 
alcoholic wine from the communion table. 

[Minutes of 1882, p. 21.1 

Resolved, That aB an Association of Christian ministers and 
churches, we respectfully request the coining legislature of this State 
to enact such laws as shall finally secure the total prohibition of the 
manufacture and sale of intoxicating drinks as a beverage, and that 
we pledge ourselves as individuals to secure such legislation. 

[Minutes of 1883, p. 22.] 

Resolved, 1. That we recognize the work of temperance reform 
as one of the most important and pressing moral questions of the 
present day. We find two things essential to be done, (1) to reform 
the user of intoxicants ; and (2) to repress and as soon as possible to 
prevent the traffic in intoxicants. We believe that the line of action 
for our churches and ministers is to secure these ends by the constant 
use of Christian, social and legal influences with the individual, and 
to seek the enactment and enforcement of any practicable laws for 
the restriction and final prohibition of the manufacture and sale of 
spirituous, vinous and malt liquors for use as beverages, and we urge 
the duty on our churches and Sunday schools to use their utmost and 
constant efforts to educate young and old to a proper appreciation of 
their duties in regard to this great question. 

2. That we heartily rejoice over the action of the legislature and 
Governor of our State in making instruction in the physical effects 
of alcohol on the brain, nerves and tissues of the human body com- 
pulsory in all our public schools. 

[Minutes of 1885, p. 14.] 

The General Association of the Congregational churches and 
ministers of Michigan having taken a deep interest in, and committed 
itself to, the temperance reform from an early period in its history, 
and having expressed this interest in various resolutions and pronun- 
ciamentos from time to time, from 1851 and on down to 1883, and 
emphasizing the function of the churches of Christ as divinely- 
appointed leaders in all moral and religious reforms, reciprocates the 
kindly salutations of the Woman's Christian Temperance Union of 
Michigan, and bids these women Godspeed in the use of social, edu- 
cational and religious instrumentalities for the suppression of the 
consumption, manufacture and sale of intoxicating drinks, and 
pledges them hearty cooperation in all feasible efforts for the speed- 
iest consummation of the most important moral reform of this gener- 
ation. 

14 * 
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[Minutes of 1886, p. 16.] 

Resolved, That as in the past, so to-day, this Association of Congre- 
gational churches and ministers stands unequivocally upon the Word 
of God in denouncing the sin and shame which, through the use of 
intoxicating drinks, have cursed the world from the days of Noah 
until now. 

2. That we hless God for the grand army of faithful laborers 
which in growing numbers has been raised up along the centuries to 
oppose in various methods this stupendous crime, and especially for 
the large success which, in our own land and time, has attended the 
efforts of noble men and women in instructing the young, reclaiming 
the fallen and protecting society. 

3. That, as Christians and philanthropists, we renewedly pledge 
ourselves that, according as God gives us grace to see the way, we will 
not cease to labor and pray for the time when, throughout our broad 
land, not only shall prohibition be established by legislation or consti- 
tutional provision, but also and especially when the united sentiment 
of all good people shall conspire to make efficient this and all right- 
eous legislation. 

[Minutes of 1887, p. 18.] 

Whereas, The traffic in intoxicating drinks as a beverage is a 
most prolific source of misery, pauperism, vice and crime, everywhere 
obstructing the progress of the gospel and preventing the coming of 
# the kingdom of God in the world ; and 

Whereas, the saloon power in this country, and even in our own 
State, has become more and more a menace to our free institutions, so 
interfering with the liberty of Christian speech, and an honest ballot 
that government of the people, by the people and for the people, is in 
imminent danger of perishing from the face of the earth; therefore 

Resolved, That we express once again our unfaltering determina- 
tion to work and pray with untiring zeal for the utter extinction of 
this unholy traffic, which neither fears God nor regards man. 

Resolved, That we most emphatically reaffirm our deepest convic- 
tion that the only end to which we can look forward with cheerful 
hope, and for which we can consistently and wisely labor, is the 
enactment of statutory and constitutional prohibition vigorously 
enforced throughout this great Commonwealth, and, in the interest 
and for the sake of thousands who are ready to perish, we most 
fervently pray, God speed the day. 

[Minutes of 1888, p. 17.] 

It was voted that the resolutions on temperance adopted at 
Lansing, in 1887, be reaffirmed. 

[Minutes of 1889, p. 18.] 

Resolved, That we respectfully urge upon the legislature of this 
State, now assembled, our earnest desire that there shall be given us, 
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as the least which the people have a right to expect, a free and 
untrammeled local option law for the State at large. We make this 
request in the interest of practical progress in temperance reform, at 
the same time setting our hopes upon, and pledging our heartiest 
efforts to, the utter abolition of the saloon and the overthrow by the 
government of the use of intoxicants as a beverage in our State and 
Nation. 

[Minutes of 1890. p. 26.1 

We welcome the cooperation of the W. C. T. U. in all legitimate 
efforts for the restriction and ultimate prohibition of the liquor traffic, 
and reaffirm our oft>repeated declaration of loyalty to the cause of 
temperance and purity. We also express our earnest desire and hope 
that Congress will at an early day pass such a law as will prevent the 
disastrous consequences, to the cause of prohibition, of the recent 
decision of the U. S. Supreme Court. 

[Minutes of 1891, p. 28.] 

Whbkeas, A call from the National Temperance Society for a 
convention to be held at Saratoga next month has been addressed to 
us, with an invitation to send delegates to the same; therefore 

Resolved, That we are in prayerful sympathy with the calling of 
such a convention and the objects sought to be accomplished thereby, 
and that the delegates (naming them) be appointed to attend the 
convention. 

ON THE CHICAGO THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 

LMinutcs of 1842, pp. 4, 5.] 

Voted, That a committee be appointed (naming them) to consider 
whether it is expedient to undertake the establishment of a Theolo- 
gical School within the bounds of this Association, and report at the 
next meeting. 

[Minutes of 1843, p. 5.] 

The committee appointed at the last meeting to consider the 
expediency of undertaking the establishment of a Theological School 
within the bounds of this Association reported : That in view of the 
infant state of this body and of the embarrassment under which we 
labor as a community, it would be highly inexpedient to make any 
attempt towards the establishment of such an institution at present. 
Report adopted. 

[Minutes of 1858, p. 6.] 

By invitation, Rev. A. S. Kedzie, agent for the Chicago Theolo- 
gical Seminary, addressed the Association, announcing that the insti- 
tution would be open for the reception of students on the first of 
October next; that pecuniary aid would be rendered to such students 
as might need it, and urging ministers to direct the attention of such 
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suitable young men as may be found in their congregations to the 
duty of preparing for the ministry. 

[Minutes of 1888, p. 8.] 

The committee to whom was referred the subject of aiding young 
men studying for the ministry reported, and their report was adopted 
as follows: 

Resolved, That we recommend to the churches in our State to take 
op a collection on the first Sabbath in November of each year to be 
applied to the aid of young men who are members of Congregational 
churches and who are prosecuting a collegiate or theological course of 
study with the purpose of devoting themselves to the work of the 
Gospel ministry. 

Resolved, That we now appoint an educational committee of 
seven, to be appointed by the Association annually hereafter, whose 
duty it shall be to receive and apply to the above purpose whatever 
funds our churches may contribute, and to adopt such other measures 
as may be adapted to carry out the purposes of these resolutions. 

Resolved, That all our pastors and ministers are requested to 
present this subject to their congregations at the appointed time, and 
to urge upon them the importance of liberal contributions, and that 
they forward the amount contributed to the committee appointed by 
the Association. 

Resolved, That the committee are instructed to report at the next 
annual meeting of the Association the rules which they adopt for 
their guidance in the discharge of their duties, and to report annually 
to the Association the amount of funds which they have received 
during the year; also the names of the students assisted and the 
amount given to each one. 

[MinuteB of 1858, p. 9.1 

By vote, the delegates from this body to the General Association 
of Illinois, Iowa and Wisconsin were instructed to consult with their 
committees on the education of young men for the ministry* 

[Minutes of 1861, p. 12.] 

Resolved, That this General Association acknowledge with grati- 
tude the good hand of our God in the establishment of the Chicago 
Theological Seminary, and in giving to it a corps of instructors so 
admirably fitted for their position and so eminently worthy of our 
confidence and esteem. 

Resolved, That the seminary is a necessity to the churches for the 
perpetuity of an able and efficient ministry among them. 

Resolved, That this General Association sympathize most deeply 
with the seminary in its present pecuniary embarrassment growing 
out of the financial derangement of the country, and that we pledge 
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our effort* to induce our churches to contribute for its relief as God 
shall give them the means. 

Resolved, That it is the duty of the ministers and members of our 
churches to consecrate their sons to the work of the ministry, and to 
encourage other suitable persons to engage in it. 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to ascertain and 
apportion the amount that should be raised among the Congrega- 
tional churches of this State for the year to aid in paying the salaries 
of the professors in the Chicago Theological Seminary. 

The committee were allowed six weeks in which to make their 
report, and were instructed then to communicate with the churches 
by circular letter. 

[Minutes of 1862, pp. 6, 9.] 

The committee on the Chicago Theological Seminary reported 
that they had performed the duty assigned them, but that only a 
small part of the amount pledged has been raised. After discussion 
it was 

Resolved, 1. That a committee of one from each local association 
be appointed to report to this body the apportionment to each associa- 
tion of $1,000 to be raised. 

2. That a committee of one from each local association be nomi- 
nated by the above committee, with instructions to see that the 
claims of the seminary be presented to every church in their respec- 
tive bounds for the purpose of securing the above amount. 

[Minutes of 1863, p. 9.] 

Resolved, 1. That this Association most cordially approve of the 
plan adopted by the Board of Directors of the Chicago Theological 
Seminary at its late meeting to endow four professorships, and com- 
mend it to the prayerful consideration of those members of our 
churches who, in the providence of God, have been entrusted with 
worldly means. 

2. That this Association recommend to our churches to continue 
and increase their contributions to the Professors' fund for the 
ensuing year. 

3. That a committee be appointed from each of the district 
associations to attend to this matter according to the plans of last year. 

[Minutes of 1886, p. 11.] 

Whereas, The providence of God seems to be calling upon us to 
enlarge the means of usefulness in our Theological Seminary at 
Chicago; therefore 

Resolved, That the churches of this State can and ought to under- 
take at once the endowment of the Professorship of Ecclesiastical 
History in that institution as their share of the work; and that, both 
collectively and individually, we pledge ourselves to the agent who 
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may be employed for this purpose our earnest sympathy and co- 
operation. 

[Minute* of 1868, pp. 2, 4, 5.] 

Whereas, Other States and sections of our country have estab- 
lished in our Theological Seminary at Chicago their full professor- 
ships, averaging $30,000 each ; and 

Where a 8, The fund for the establishment of the Michigan Pro- 
fessorship of Ecclesiastical History has been auspiciously begun and 
advanced to the amount of $10,000 ; therefore 

Resolved, That we commend to the churches and benevolent per- 
sons in this State the completion of this much needed professorship 
to its full endowment of $30,000. 

[Minutes of 1870, p. 15.] 

Resolved, That we cannot fail to express our deep sense of the need, 
and our strong hope that, during the Memorial year, the churches of 
this State will complete the endowment of the Michigan professorship, 
already so auspiciously begun, in the Chicago Theological Seminary. 

[Minutes of 1878, pp. 11, 12.] 

Resolved, That having listened to statements made by the financial 
secretary of the Chicago Theological Seminary, we, as an Association, 
desire to express our gratitude to God that in these trying times our 
Theological Seminary at Chicago has been enabled to carry on its 
work, and that its directors have secured for it such an able Faculty. 
We would express the hope that our churches will do their share in 
making this seminary strong for the great work it has to do in the 
future, and that they will consecrate their choicest sons to the service 
of Christ in the ministry. 

[Minutes of 1879, pp. 12, 18,] 

Since the design of our Theological Seminary at Chicago originated 
in this State and now, 25 years from its inception, has substantially 
the form then given it ; since it occupies a field in this Northwest in 
which is the growing part of our Congregationalism and our work ; 
since its board of directors has secured for it a Faculty doing so good a 
work in the scholarship maintained, and in the quality of men edu- 
cated for the ministry ; and since the growth of the seminary has led 
the board of directors to ask for a quarter centennial fund of $100,000, 
and the triennial convention, after full consideration, asked that this 
fund be made $150,000; therefore 

Resolved, That we rejoice in the growth and prosperity of our 
beloved seminary; that we trust the necessities created by this growth 
will be speedily and fully met, and that the Lord will hereafter, as 
heretofore, use this seminary in training ministers qualified for the 
moral and mighty conflicts coming in the future. 
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[Minutes of 1880, p. 9.] 

Resolved, That we rejoice before the Lord that He has led the 
churches of the Northwest to form the Chicago Theological Seminary. 
We rejoice in its able Faculty and in the hundreds of men it has edu- 
cated for the ministry during the first quarter century of its history. 
We rejoice in its many friends and in their liberal gifts, and commend 
it to others of like sort for the completion of its quarter centennial 
fund— a fund imperatively demanded by the growth of the seminary 
and its future work. 

ON A PLAN OF UNION BETWEEN CONGREGATION ALISTS 

AND PRESBYTERIANS. 

[Minutes of 1845, pp. 7, 10, 11.] 

A plan for the union of Congregationalists and Presbyterians in 
the same church, being a modification of the plan of 1801, was pre- 
sented, considered and amended so as to read as follows: 

Whereas, The "plan of Union between the Presbyterians and 
Congregationalists in the new settlements, adopted in 1801 by the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America and the 
General Association of Conn.," has been the subject of various and 
conflicting interpretations, in consequence of which it frequently fails 
" to prevent alienation, and to promote union and harmony"; and 

Whereas, We believe that the intention of those by whom the 
plan of union was originally adopted, can now be better accomplished 
by some modification of its provisions; therefore 

Resolved, That where a Congregational and Presbyterian church 
both exist in a community for whose wants one is sufficient, or where 
there are persons desirous of being organized into a church, but 
unwilling to unite in constituting a church purely Congregational or 
purely Presbyterian, we recommend a union on the following basis, 
providing the Synod of Michigan concur: 

1. A standing committee shall be chosen annually by the church, 
who may take the general oversight thereof, and issue citations to 
offending members regularly accused, and when any such member is 
cited to appear, if he chooses to be tried according to Presbyterial 
usages, or if he does not appear when cited, or if, appearing, he 
refuses to make his election, said committee shall proceed to try said 
accused according to Presbyterial usages ; but if the member accused 
prefers to be tried according to Congregational usages, he shall be 
thus tried by the body of the male members of the church. 

2. The admission and dismission of members shall be by vote of 
the brotherhood. 

3. Churches formed on this basis may be connected with the con- 
ference within whose limits they may be, and also with the Presby- 
tery most convenient (if such Presbytery shall consent), and be repre- 
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sented by delegates in the meetings of each ; provided always, that 
when a trial commences upon Congregational principles, neither the 
committee nor the Presbytery shall in any manner interfere with it, 
and when one commences on Presbyterial principles, neither the 
church nor a council shall in any manner interfere with it. 

4. When a pastor is to be installed over a church formed on this 
basis, the church and pastor-elect shall decide whether it shall be 
done by a Council or the Presbytery. 

Voted, That this plan of union be approved by the Association and 
transmitted to the Synod of Michigan for their consideration, and, if 
approved by them, shall be deemed on our part adopted. 

[Minutes of 1848, p. 5.] 

A communication from the Synod of Michigan expressing their 
refusal to concur with this Association in recommending a modified 
form of " the plan of union of 1801," approved by this body at their 
last annual meeting, was received, read and placed upon the files of 
the Association. 

ON BENEVOLENT GIVING. 

I Minutes of 1867, p. 29.] 

Whebka8, The entire responsibility of right action in this sphere 
of Christian life rests with individual churches ; and 

Whereas, Each church must determine for itself what particular 
causes it will espouse, and the time and mode in which it will 
cooperate in them ; therefore 

Resolved, That we recommend that, however small any church 
may be, and however poor its members, each and every one con- 
tribute something during each year as the Lord shall prosper them. 

Resolved, That we recommend that contributions be secured by 
personal solicitation rather than by collections in the congregation. 

Resolved, That we recommend the exclusion of all agents from 
our churches, except upon invitation of the pastors ; that this entire 
work be done by pastors and individual members of the church, so 
far as may be, and that accurate reports of their doings in this matter 
be embodied in the narrative of the state of religion presented by 
the local conferences and associations. 

[Minutes of 1870, pp. 18, 19.] 

Gratefully acknowledging the signal and constant blessing of 
God upon all our efforts to promote the interests of Christ's kingdom, 
and conscious of our failure to meet the just demand upon us for 
funds, or even to redeem our own pledges as given at our annual 
gatherings; therefore 

Resolved, 1. That we ought here, in session assembled, to devise 
the most efficient mode of raising a largely increased amount of 
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money for the ordinary causes of benevolence during the present 
year as a memorial gift from every church in the State, and as the 
means of cultivating, as a crowning Christian grace, the spirit of 
liberality. 

2. That each individual church owes it to itself, to this order of 
churches, and most of all to the Great Head of the church, faithfully 
to carry out the recommendations made by this representative body, 
in no case departing from them unless well assured that they can 
Becure the above named objects by more efficient means adapted to 
peculiar circumstances. 

3 and 4. Names the denominational societies entitled to receive the 
gifts of the churches, and assigns them to months in which collections 
shall be made. 

5. That each church take up, at the time and by the mode 
deemed by itself most appropriate and efficient, the largest possible 
amount as a memorial offering, and appropriate the same in each 
case first of all to the payment of all liabilities existing against the 
church, and the residue as it shall deem best. 

6. That inasmuch as the highest object of Christian benevolence 
is not to secure money, but to cultivate liberality as a Christian 
grace, we urgently recommend to every pastor at an early day to 
preach upon the subject of systematic beneficence, and so far as 
possible to induce each church member to devote some definite pro- 
portion of his income to the service of the Master. 

7. That we earnestly recommend to the pastors of our churches 
to press upon the attention of wealthy persons in their vicinity the 
urgent demands of Christian institutions for large sums, and to 
request them in their wills to devote portions of their property to 
this purpose. 

[Minutes of 1876, pp. 15, 16.] 

Resolved, That we indorse the principle of system for the promo- 
tion of increased beneficence. 

That we recognize the imperative demand of both home and 
foreign evangelization upon the Christians of our State for increased 
Christian effort, in view of the great losses that have fallen to our 
brethren of the East, the opening of the world to the gospel, as well 
as the cry from California with its transplanted heathenism, from 
our chaotic South, in the lodges of the Indians and our advancing 
frontier. 

That the success of the A. B. C. F. M. the past year demonstrates 
the wisdom and necessity of State and even Conference Committees 
to call the attention of our [churches to our obligations to those 
agencies which we have created to carry on the work of the gospel. 

That we recommend the six causes mentioned on page 5 of our 
Minutes of 1875, as our peculiar denominational agencies of bene- 
ficence, and the American Bible Society as the agency upon which all 
these, in common with all evangelical agencies in the land, in a meas- 
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ure depend, as the seven ranges which claim our generous support in 
preference to other causes. We recommend that each church prayer- 
fully choose to which of these causes it will contribute. We recom- 
mend the appointment by each local conference of one of its members 
to superintend each of these causes within its bounds, and the 
appointment by this General Association of a person who shall exer- 
cise such superintendence throughout the State. 

We recommend the weekly offering plan as the Biblical, the com- 
mon sense and the one successful method of accomplishing under 
this system great and permanent work in obedience to our Lord's 
command to evangelize the world. 

We recommend the appointment by this body of a committee of 
three who shall be instructed to bring this whole matter to the notice 
of the churches, and so far as they can to secure their co-operation in 
the plan. 

ON THE ALBANY FUND. 
[Minutes of 1858, pp. 10, 11, 12.] 

A committee was appointed to nominate the State committee 
required by Article VI. of the plan adopted by the Albany Conven- 
tion for raising a fund of $50,000 for the erection of houses of worship 
at the West, and also to recommend such regulations as they shall 
judge important for the guidance of that committee in the distribu- 
tion of such part of that fund as may be apportioned to this State. 
They subsequently reported as follows : 

Your committee would take this occasion to say first of all that 
they regard the $50,000 fund, collected chiefly from the stronger and 
more affluent churches of our order to aid those that are feeble at the 
West in erecting houses of worship, as a generous and Christian free 
will offering, highly creditable to the benevolence and wisdom both 
of those who devised the plan and of those who furnished the means 
for its accomplishment. In this good work we distinctly and with 
thankful joy recognize the hand of God, and we feel assured that 
those whom God has honored as the happy almoners of this noble 
benefaction, the churches of Michigan will ever hold in grateful 
remembrance. 

That difficulties may not arise in the distribution of that part of 
the fund which may be apportioned to this State, the committee now 
to be appointed upon whom this important duty may be devolved, 
will need to act with much deliberation and prudence in order to 
secure the benefits of this fund to the largest number of our feeble 
churches, and with a view to the best accomplishment of the whole 
work your committee submit the following recommendations: 

1. That the members present of each of the local associations 
nominate to the body a committee of three to act as a local commit- 
tee for their association, to whom the churches within their bounds 
desiring aid shall first present their application, and whose duty it 
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shall be to report to the State committee full and accurate particulars * 
relative to the needs of each of the applying churches. 

2. That the committee of five provided for by the plan adopted 
by the Albany Convention, to be styled the State committee, consist 
of the Rev. L. Smith Hobart of Ann Arbor, Rev. A. S. Kedzie of 
Union City, Rev. H. L. Hammond of Grand Rapids, Deacon S. 8. 
Barnard of Detroit, and Deacon Henry Post of Victor. 

3. That this committee have power to fill any vacancies which 
may occur in their number until the next meeting of the General 
Association ; that they follow strictly the regulations laid down in the 
plan adopted by the Albany Convention ; that they provide, as well as 
they may, drafts and plans of churches ; that, upon receiving applica- 
tions for aid with the reports of the local committees, they meet and 
make such appropriations from the fund as they shall deem proper; 
that they keep full and permanent records of their proceedings, and 
that they report annually to this body. 

4. That the committee expend not to exceed the sum of $5,000 the 
present year, and that they appropriate in each case in which they 
grant aid a sum as small as in their judgment will meet the necessity 
of the church. 

5. That the Association appoint a treasurer for the State Com- 
mittee, who shall receive that portion of the Church building fund 
apportioned to Michigan, and invest the same as securely and profit- 
ably as possible. The said treasurer shall disburse money from this 
fund only on orders signed by at least three of the members of the 
State Committee. 

6. That the State Committee report to the next meeting of the 
General Association any expense which they shall have necessarily 
incurred in the prompt and most cautious discharge of their duty, 
and that this body then provide for their relief. 

[Minutes of 1854, p. 12.] 

Rev. H. L. Hammond, Secretary of the State Committee for dis- 
bursing the church building fund, presented their report. From this it 
appeared that the sum of $8,000 was received by their treasurer from 
the Central Committee appointed by the Albany Convention; that 
the same had been securely invested, and that up to June 1 there had 
accrued of interest $325.05. It also appeared that appropriations had 
been made to 15 societies amounting to $3,705 — that there were then 
in the hands of the committee 11 other applications for aid upon 
which they were disposed to appropriate $2,975— and that the ex- 
penses incurred by the committee during the year amounted to $62.38. 
(This last sum was ordered paid out of the interest accruing on the 
fund). The committee anticipate applications before the close of the 
year for a larger amount than the means remaining in their hands 
will enable them to meet. 



Digitized by Google 



220 



[Minutes of 1855, p. 10.] 

Rev. H. L. Hammond, Secretary of the State Committee for dis- 
bursing the church building fund, presented their report. From this it 
appeared that the entire fund of $8,000, together with the interest 
which had accrued upon the same, amounting to $563.34, had been 
expended; that the expenses incurred by the committee in the work 
during the two years past amounted to $102.38; that the remainder 
had been appropriated to aid 33 societies in the erection of houses of 
worship; that of these some had been already completed, others were 
in process of erection and a few had not yet been commenced. It 
also appeared that there were several other societies already in urgent 
want of like aid and that still others soon would be. The committee 
ask what shall be done for them ? 

[Minutes of 1858, p. 7.] 

Rev. L. Smith Hobart, of the State Committee on the church 
building fund, reported that the entire amount apportioned to Mich- 
igan from the first church building fund had been disbursed; that 
$500 had been apportioned to this State from the second fund, which 
sum has not yet been drawn for the want of authority specially to 
draw and disburse money from this second fund, and that there are 
now before the committee applications for twice the sum named 
above. Report accepted, and a committee appointed to disburse $500, 
or whatever sum has been or may be apportioned to this State, from 
the second fund raised to aid in the erection of houses of worship. 

ON QUESTIONS OF CHURCH POLITY. 

[Minutes of 1843, pp. 5, «.] 

Resolved. That while it may be competent for Christian persons 
to organize themselves into a church without a regular minister of 
the gospel to preside in their meeting, yet it is not advisable that 
churches should be constituted without ministerial aid, except in 
extreme cases. 

The question, "Is it consistent with Congregational usage for 
ministers in ordinary circumstances to unite with an ecclesiastical 
body while as yet they are not regularly dismissed from the body 
with which, at one time, they may be connected?" was considered 
and answered in the negative. 

The question, " May a layman be allowed to prefer and prosecute 
charges against a minister before the Association to which that minis- 
ter belongs?" was discussed and answered in the affirmative. 

The question, "Is it expedient for Congregational churches to 
stand alone rather than unite with Presbyterians on the accommoda- 
tion plan?" was discussed and a motion to answer in the affirmative 
was indefinitely postponed. 
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The question, "la it expedient for a Congregational minister to 
baptise by immersion one who has been baptised in infancy?" was 
considered and answered in the negative. 

[Minutes of 1861, pp. 7, 9.] 

The Kalamazoo Association requested by formal resolution the 
General Association to give such advice and recommend such action 
with reference to the reconstruction of our local association as may 
seem to be best. The request was referred to a committee of two 
from each Association who subsequently reported as follows: "After 
looking over the ground as far as we are able, we find difficulties 
insuperable in the way of advising any plan for a general reconstruc- 
tion of the local Associations. We recommend, however, when two 
Associations lie side by side, one of them too large and the other 
inconveniently small, that they meet in convention by pastors and 
delegates from churches and arrange such readjustment of their 
boundaries aa they shall find desirable. 

[Minutes of 1883, p. 9.] 

Wherba8, The membership of this body, by its constitution, con- 
sists of churches and of ministers " in regular standing in any local 
Conference or Association in this State which assents to the constitu- 
tion of this General Association;" and, 

Whereas, It may occur that a church or minister, or both, may 
be unjustly excluded or expelled from such local Conference or Asso- 
ciation, and so be deprived of fellowship in it and in this General 
Association ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the General Association of Michigan deem it to be 
both orderly and expedient for a church or minister that may be 
excluded or expelled from membershipjin any Association or Confer- 
ence in connection on grounds or charges claimed to be insufficient 
or false , to call the attention of the body doing the alleged wrong to 
the points of grievance, and to invite it to join in calling a mutual 
council to review the case and advise in the matter, and on its refusal 
or neglect to do so, to call an exparte council for the same purpose. 

ON SUNDAY SCHOOL WORK. 

[Minutes of 1879, p. 19.] 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to consider the 
Sunday school interests of our churches and present their views to the 
local conferences in the fall, or, if deemed desirable, to address the 
churches directly by circular and report to this body next year. 

[Minutes of 1880, p. 13.] 

Resolved, That this General Association recognizes the value to 
our churches of the objects sought to be accomplished by the Congre- 
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gational Sunday School Congress which is to meet at Chautauqua in 
August next, and approves the program of exercises already an- 
nounced. 

tMlnutu* of 1881, p. 13.] 

Resolved, 1. That we recommend the appointment of a State Com- 
mittee of three by the General Association annually, whose Chairman 
shall serve as a Sunday School Secretary to operate in harmony with 
the general Sunday School Secretary of our denomination, and that 
this committee cooperate with the local committees of the districts. 

2. That there be an annual Sunday School Convention in each 
district, as such districts shall be divided by State and local com- 
mittees. 

3. That such members of each local Conference or Association as 
are now present assemble by themselves and nominate a temporary 
committee of three in each conference to cooperate with the State 
Committee till the next meetings of the conferences and associations, 
when permanent committees shall be formed for the same purpose. 

[Minutes of 1882, p. 14.] 

1. We suggest that the plan adopted by this body last year, con- 
sisting of a committee of three, whose Chairman shall act as State 
Secretary, be continued. 

2. That we recognize with satisfaction the good work accom- 
plished last year and are encouraged to expect that increasingly 
valuable results will be achieved in the year before us. To aid in 
their accomplishment, we beg to submit the following: (1), That we 
seek to make every Sunday School in the State feel that the General 
Association has a watchful and prayerful interest in them — that the 
committee, in the person of the Secretary, or by members of the com- 
mittee by appointment, meet with the local committees and help 
them to carry institutes and a Sunday School meeting to every Sunday 
School needing them ; (2), that the needs of such schools as require 
assistance shall be carefully considered by the general and local 
committees, who shall secure from the Publication Society and other 
sources such help as may be required ; (3), that the State Committee 
carefully gather the statistics of our Sunday Schools in the most 
effective manner, so that we may know the exact condition of them. 

3. We would suggest that pastors, at the time of electing dele- 
gates for the local conferences or associations, endeavor in all prac- 
ticable cases to have their Superintendent elected as one of the dele- 
gates, and we urge the importance of local conferences and associa- 
tions continuing the assignment of a part of the meeting to Sunday 
School interests. 

A committee, in a paper upon this general subject, also reported 
the following resolutions: 

We believe it to be of the utmost importance that the children 
in our Sunday Schools be accustomed as early in life as possible to 
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attend the services of the house of God with their parents. The 
exercises of our Sunday Schools should be conducted with reference 
to securing in the pupils their love of divine worship throughout life. 
Such hymns should be sung and such scriptures learned as will 
familiarize Sunday School scholars with the services of the sanctuary. 

2. That we hold instruction in the scriptures to be the great busi- 
ness of the Sunday School ; its attractions, entertainments, illustra- 
tions and helps should be used to secure and promote the knowledge 
of God's Word as able to make the young wise unto salvation through 
faith whi«h is in Christ Jesus. 

[Minutes of 1882, p. 21.J 

Resolved, 1. That, in future meetings of this body, the cause of 
Sunday Schools be given a more prominent place upon its program ; 
that more time be devoted to the discussion and consideration of its 
merits, to the end that there may be awakened in pastors and dele- 
gates a greater enthusiasm in a work which, in our opinion, lies at 
the foundation of the future growth and prosperity of our churches. 

2. That we earnestly recommend that all our Sunday Schools 
adopt and use our own lesson helps, Sunday School papers and 
general Sunday School literature, in preference to any other body or 
publishing house. 

[Minutes of 188J, p. 17.] 

1. We recommend the adoption of the plan recommended by the 
National Council of securing answers to the following questions, to 
be incorporated in the statistics gathered by the State Association : 
(I.) The name and address of the Sunday School Superintendent. (2) 
The whole number of officers, teachers and scholars belonging to the 
school. (3.) The average attendance for the year. (4.) The amount 
contributed by the school for benevolence during the year. (5.) The 
percentage of the scholars attending the church. 

2. We recommend to the churches that they should observe 
annually the second Sunday in June as Children's Day. 

3. We recommend the appointment of a State Superintendent in 
connection with the Congregational Sunday School and Publishing 
Society, who shall give his time and attention to the Sunday School 
work of the State, holding conventions, institutes and associations, 
and to missionary work in destitute regions. The Superintendent 
should be ex-officio a member of the State Sunday School Committee, 
who should constitute an advisory board. 

[Minutes of 1888, p. 14.] 

Resolved, That we rejoice in the increasing advantages to our Sun- 
day School interests through the faithful work of Superintendent E. 
W. Miller, as this increase appears in the greater number of new 
schools organized, the larger contributions made by the churches to 
the work of the Congregational Sunday School and Publishing Society, 
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and in wiser and more efficient methods of teaching and work. We 
would urge the prosecution of this work with greater zeal and com- 
mend it to the local association Sunday School Committees, and the 
individual churches and schools for most hearty financial as well as 
active support. 

ON BENEVOLENT SOCIETIES AND SLAVERY. 

[Minutes of 1853, pp. 15, 16. 63.1 

The Committee on the relations of the American Home Mission- 
ary Society to Slavery presented an extended report which was 
unanimously adopted and ordered to be printed with the minutes. 
It closed with the following resolutions : 

Resolved, therefore, That this General Association do cordially 
approve of the American Home Missionary Society and commend it 
to our churches as an organization from which it is safe and blessed 
to receive and to which it is more blessed to give ; and 

Whekeas, Insinuations and charges of wrong have been made 
against this Society in its relations to slavery too vague in their char- 
acter and too general and sweepiug in their aim to admit of refuta- 
tion; therefore 

Resolved, That we will frown upon all such accusations unless 
their authors and abettors will make specific allegations and hold 
themselves responsible for the same. 



The committee in relation to the American Board for Foreign 
Missions presented the following report, which was adopted, and the 
committee continued to report more fully next year: 

The committee appointed to report concerning the relations of 
the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions to Amer- 
ican slavery, and also some expression of opinion concerning the 
"American Missionary Association," take it for granted that, in the 
limited time given us, it will not be expected that we enter into detail 
concerning the relations of the former to what is so confessedly evil 
in its nature and evil in its influences; nor that we tell how anxious 
the latter organization is to be rid of all responsibility with respect to 
that sin. The most that we can do is to recommend that, as an 
Association, we very distinctly say : 

1st, That we very much regret that the "American Board " has 
ever sustained any such relations to slavery as to deprive it of the 
sympathy of any of the true friends of missions. 

2d, That we truly sympathize with that Board in all its efforts to 
be rid of blame in sustaining this evil — while at the same time it con- 
scientiously seeks to secure the greatest good to Zion as committed to 
its trust. 
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3d, That in case any in the midst of as are dissatisfied with the 
position or the progress of that Board in respect to this evil, we hope 
such persons or such churches will exert their Christian energies for 
the salvation of the world through the "American Missionary Asso- 
ciation," in which we have confidence, and by which we hope will be 
secured grand and glorious results ; and 

4th, That those sustaining the one of the missionary organiza- 
tions will avoid criminating or in any manner hindering those sus- 
taining the other in their common work. 

[Minutes of 1851, p. 11.] 

The report on the relations of the American Board of Foreign 
Missions to slavery was taken up and after full discussion the follow- 
ing resolution was adopted : 

Resolved, That we approve generally the principles expressed in 
the able report of the committee on the connection of the American 
Board with slavery ; yet, in consequence of the widely published 
declarations of a Secretary of the Board upon this subject since the 
appointment of this committee, we judge it not expedient to publish 
the report ; but in view of the information which it conveys to us, we 
rejoice in the progress the Board have made in their effort to exclude 
slavery from the mission churches; and in the hope that they will 
make yet more rapid progress in the same direction, we commend the 
Board to the patronage of the churches. 

[Minutes of 1854, pp. 6, 39.] 

A committee appointed at the last meeting to investigate the 
relations of the American Tract Society to slavery presented an 
extended report, which was adopted and ordered to be printed in the 
minutes. It closed with the following resolution: 

Resolved, That we call upon the American Tract Society to publish 
a tract embracing quotations from the Word of God so as to make 
prominent in direct rebuke of slavery at least these points, viz: 
1st, God's teaching concerning the universal brotherhood of our race ; 
2d, God's declarations concerning oppression ; 3d, God's teaching in 
respect to justice in the prompt requitement of labor as forbidden by 
slavery ; 4th, God's sympathy for the poor and oppressed; 5th, God's 
teaching as to the sanctity of marriage, as it is practically annulled 
by slavery, and His abhorrence of licentiousness as fostered by 
oppression ; and 6th, God's teaching concerning the duty of religious 
instruction as so successfully discouraged by American slavery. 

ON A MORE ADEQUATE SUPPLY OF THEOLOGICAL STU- 
DENTS. 

[Minutes of 1882, p. 18.] 

The committee on this subject desire to emphasize the need there 
is that the attention of ministers and churches be called to the pain- 
15 
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ful fact that, for the last ten years, the number of students in the 
Theological {-Seminaries has been steadily decreasing. At this moment 
107 men are urgently needed to occupy fields in the West and the 
New West. Others are needed in the East and South, and still others 
on the Pacific coast and in foreign lands, while the total number in 
the graduating classes of our seven Theological Seminaries is but 95. 
At a time when foreign population is pouring in upon us as never 
before, when the work of home evangelization assumes an immeasur- 
able importance, when each year becomes a pivot upon which the 
character of coming generations must turn, we find our advance move- 
ment hindered and threatened with partial defeat for the want of 
men suitably trained for the leadership of the host. In our own 
State there is pressing and present need of additional men, and our 
Home Missionary Superintendent, after extensive correspondence 
with the sources of supply, both in this country and abroad, sees 
little prospect of being able to meet the need. In the face of this 
peril your committee recommend the Association to urge upon pas- 
tors as a solemn responsibility: (1.) That they lay these alarming 
facts before the churches and seek to impress' them with the truth 
that they are as responsible for raising up a ministry as they are for 
its support. (2.) That they labor to turn the attention of young men 
possessed of suitable gifts and grace towards the ministry. (3.) That 
they endeavor to awaken in Christian parents a willingness to conse- 
crate the choicest of their sons to this service. (4.) That they inquire 
whether these facts do not make it an imperative duty to give Olivet 
and Oberlin Colleges, and our Theological Seminaries, a larger place 
than heretofore in their symoathy and benevolence. (5.) That the 
Association request the Business Committee to give a place on the 
program for next year to a paper for the consideration of the topic, 
"The causes of the diminution of the Christian Ministry and the best 
methods for its increase." 

ON OLIVET COLLEGE. 

[Minutes of 1851, p. 7.] 
Having listened to a statement of facts concerning the Olivet 
Institute, we do cordially express our conviction that this institution is 
eminently worthy of the sympathy, patronage and assistance of the 
churches we represent, and of the friends of education and religion in 
this State and elsewhere. 

[Minutes of 1864, p. 12.] 

Whereas, Professor Morrison has presented to this Association 
certain statements concerning the present position and aims of Olivet 
College; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That, in our judgment, in respect to thorough discipline, 
sound scholarship and prevalent moral and religious influences, Oli- 
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vet College merits the special commendation of the friends of Chris- 
tian education in the State. 

2 That we approve and hereby second the application for aid 
recently made by the trustees of the College to the " Society for the 
Promotion of Collegiate and Theological Education in the West." 

3. That we congratulate the trustees and friends of the college on 
the growing usefulness of their institution, bid them Godspeed in 
their efforts to secure an adequate endowment, and recommend the 
College to the liberal patronage and aid of the friends of learning in 
the 8tate and of the benevolent everywhere. 

[Minutes of 1860, p. 12.] 

Whereas, God in His providence has graciously been pleased to 
enlarge the usefulness of the College at Olivet, rendering an increase 
of accommodation for students an imperative necessity; therefore 

Resolved, That we most cordially commend to the favorable regard 
of the benevolent in our churches the effort now being made for that 
purpose by its friends and guardians. 

[Minutes of 1870, pp. 15, 16.] 
Resolved, That this General Association has heard with pleasure 
President Morrison in regard to Olivet College, its present prospects 
and future promise, and that we also most fully endorse it and com- 
mend it to the churches under our care, and ask for it the largest 
liberality this Memorial year in order that it may be placed in a 
position of entire independence and be made free from all pressing 
embarrassment to prosecute more efficiently its noble work in behalf 
of Christian education. 

[Minutes of 1873, p. 16.] 
Resolved, That the sum of $37,000 be raised by the Congregational 
churches of the State for Olivet College ; that the sum be, by a com- 
mittee, apportioned to the several conferences, and that two or three 
men in each conference be appointed a committee to secure its col- 
lection. 

[Minutes of 1874, p. 71.] 
Resolved, That in view of the fact that $67,000 have been pledged 
to Olivet College on condition that there shall be raised the addi- 
tional sum of $23,000 by July 1 next, we deem it of vital importance 
to the interests of that institution that this sum be immediately 
raised. 

Resolved, That we believe it to be the duty of every clergyman of 
this body to make every reasonable effort to raise this sum for Olivet 
College previous to the time specified. 

ON MINISTERIAL EDUCATION. 
[Minutes of 1854, pp. 13, 89, 40.] 

The report on theological education was taken up and the follow- 
ing resolutions adopted: 
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Resolved, That we adopt the report of the committee, highly approv- 
ing the plan for a theological seminary which ig proposed therein, and 
that we authorize the secretary to confer with other ecclesiastical 
bodies in the Northwest for the purpose of securing its approval by 
them and the adoption of such measures as may be necessary for the 
accomplishment of the object in view. 

The leading object of the plan which was referred to this com- 
mittee is to combine as far as possible the two systems of preparation 
for the ministry— that formerly prevalent in which those desirous of 
becoming ministers of the gospel placed themselves under the instruc- 
tion and guidance of pastors, and the more recent method by means 
of theological seminaries. 

The report strongly approves this object and the main features of 
the plan proposed for its accomplishment. It also urges earnestly 
that the present great need of those who are preparing to preach the 
gospel, both in respect to maintaining through their course a state of 
ardent and practical piety, and to the happy and successful prosecu- 
tion of their work immediately upon entering the ministry, is the 
combination of thorough theological instruction with skillful pastoral 
training. 

The report recommends the adoption of the plan in the following 
form: 

1. Let Congregational iets undertake the establishment at some 
eligible point in the Northwestern portion of our country of a theo- 
logical institution of the highest grade— one that shall possess a full 
and able board of professors, an ample library, a suitable edifice, and 
that shall conduct its students through a complete course of theolog- 
ical learning. 

2. Let the course of instruction in such an institution for each 
year be divided into two terms: (1). A lecture term of six months' 
continuance, during which the faculty shall be required to give 
instructions in the usual method by recitations, lectures and reviews. 
(2). A reading term occupying the remainder of the year, during 
which the students shall be required to pursue a prescribed course of 
reading under the aid and counsel of those churches where they may 
choose to reside. 

3. At the close of each reading term let the students be required 
to present to the Faculty a certificate of approbation from the minis- 
ters with whom they have resided during such term, and to sustain a 
thorough examination upon that part of the reading course assigned 
to that term, and let the degree of Bachelor of Divinity be conferred 
upon those who complete the full course of study. 

4. Let each of the States which would be principally interested 
in such an institution supply the means to endow a professorship, 
and let the management of the institution be placed in the hands of 
a board of trustees to be elected in equal numbers by the General 
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Associations of those States which cooperate in effecting the endow- 
ment. 

5. Let the institution he located in that city or village, generally 
central and easily accessible, the people of which shall most amply 
provide the means for procuring the needful grounds and buildings, 
it being understood that no other building will be required than such 
as will supply suitable rooms for lectures and recitations and the con- 
venient reception and use of the library. 

6. For the purpose of providing a library let a contribution be 
taken annually in all the Congregational churches in the Northwest. 

[Minutes of 1855, p. 9.] 

Resolved, That we regard with increased interest the plan for 
theological education reported to this body at its last meeting, which 
has resulted in the organization of the Chicago Theological Seminary. 

Resolved, That we commend this institution to the warm regards 
and earnest prayers of our churches as their chief reliance for the 
education of their sons for the Gospel ministry, and for the future 
supply of evangelists and pastors within our borders, and that we 
urge upon them, in connection with sister churches in the West, to 
undertake with all possible liberality its full and prompt endowment. 

(Minutes of 1859, pp. 5, 6.] 

The committee on the subject of education reported that they 
had addressed a circular to the churches calling attention to the sub- 
ject of aiding young men preparing for the ministry, and soliciting 
contributions for that purpose. The amount received by the com- 
mittee was $133.67. Of this sum $115 was appropriated to aid two 
young men who are members of the Sophomore class in our State 
University, and $18.67 remain unexpended in the hands of the com- 
mittee. Report accepted. 

[Minutes of I860, pp. 10, 11.] 

Resolved, That in case our arrangement be made with the Amer- 
ican Education Society by which it will aid our students, then the 
Secretary of the Education cause in our body be directed to forward 
all funds collected to that society ; otherwise to apply the funds 
contributed as the contributors may direct; or, in case no directions 
be given, to apply them to the aid of the students in the Chicago 
Theological Seminary. 

[Minutes of 1870, pp. 35, 86.1 

1. We suggest that candidates for licensure be examined by 
competent authority upon what they know, as well as upon what they 
believe, and that no man be recommended to the full position of a 
preacher who has not fulfilled the literary conditions required for 
admission to our theological seminaries and pursued a course of 
theological study equivalent to that laid down for seminary classes. 
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2. We recommend the establishment of a sufficient church 
library in every church according to its means. 

3. We think it advisable that ministers should preach, at least a 
part of the time, for the purpose of giving instruction in the Sunday 
School in course, and of meeting modern difficulties. 

4. We desire a committee of our ablest ministers who shall 
thoroughly examine and recommend to their brethren the best 
works upon the themes met in the pulpit, who shall annually recom- 
mend to the Association these best works, with the grounds of their 
recommendation. 

5. We hope to see in our theological seminaries a Professorship 
of Modern Apologetics, which shall teach young men how to meet 
the religious difficulties of the present time. 

6. We recommend to the district associations of the State to 
prepare from time to time thorough discussions of present questions, 
in pulpit form, to be preached in the different pulpits of the separate 
districts, as occasion presents. 

(Minutes of 1877, p. 16.] 

R&olved, That the education of worthy young men for the gospel 
ministry lies at the foundation of the evangelization of our land. 

Resolved, That we recognize the duty of both ministers and 
churches to urge upon the young men who are candidates for the 
ministry the importance of a thorough education, when practicable, 
for their work. 

(Minutes of 1890, p. 28.] 

The committee to whom was referred the overture of the Genesee 
Association, asking for the appointment of a committee by the Gen- 
eral Association to prepare a course of study, literary and theological, 
for the use of candidates for the ministry of our churches, presented 
a report (which was adopted) recommending the appointment of a 
committee of five, who shall be instructed to prepare such a course 
of study, and report at the meeting of this association in 1891, or in 
the columns of the Beacon as soon as practicable— and that such 
course of study be commended to the local associations for their use 
—and that ordaining councils be requested to make such course their 
guide in the examination of candidates. 

Resolved, That, in the judgment of this body, no person whose full 
ordination to the eldership was incomplete in the body whence he 
comes to our local associations for membership and to our churches 
for service, should be received until he is ordained by council, or 
unless he gives promise that such ordination shall be sought. 

ON SABBATH OBSERVANCE. 

[Minutes of 1848, pp. 6, 7.] 

Resolved, That, as an Association, we feel under infinite obligations 
to Almighty God for His appointment of the Christian Sabbath, and 
His command to keep it— as merciful as it is absolute. 
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Resolved, That it is a source of pain, and a grief, to this Association 
to find that the holy Sabbath is so awfully desecrated by so large a 
portion of our fellow mortals, and that so many professing Christians 
in this respect cannot be held guiltless. 

Resolved, That we recommend to our ministers belonging to this 
Association to endeavor, by every means in their power, to stem the 
torrent of iniquity, so offensive to God, so injurious to His churchi 
and so destructive to the souls of our fellow men. 

Resolved, That we are grieved to find that some of the members of 
our churches are accustomed to travel on the Sabbath, and also to 
visit the postoffice for the purpose of receiving letters and papers on 
that holy day, and that we recommend to our ministers and churches 
by precept, example and discipline to set their faces as a flint against 
this crying sin. 

[Minutes of 1857, p. 9.] 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to correspond 
with other religious bodies in this State on the subject of railroad 
violations of the Christian Sabbath, and to adopt such action as they 
may, after due correspondence, deem wise and expedient to bring 
before the directors of the various roads running through our State 
the evils resulting from such violations. 

[Minutes of 1859, p. 10.] 

Voted, That the question in reference to the justifiability of 
Christians holding stock in plank roads which employ men to take 
toll on the Sabbath ; also, in reference to the justifiability of Chris- 
tians being thus employed, be referred to a committee to report to 
the Association next year, and that this committee be instructed to 
consider also the general subject of Sabbath desecration by incorpor- 
ations. 

[Minutes of I860, pp. 5, 9, 10.1 

The committee reported, and the question of the adoption of the 
report was temporarily laid upon the table. Subsequently it was 
taken up and the following resolution adopted: 

Resolved, That whenever any specific cases, like those referred to 
in these questions, occur, all needed direction will be obtained from 
ministers and others, in whom confidence is placed, or from councils 
called to take into account all the facts of each particular case. 

[Minutes of 1876, p. 1«.] 

Resolved,, That, mindful of the importance of the Sabbath, not only 
to the cause of Christ, but also to the welfare of the nation, we heart- 
ily approve of the action of the Centennial Commission in closing the 
exhibition on that day, and* that we earnestly protest against the 
efforts made to induce them to reverse their decision. 

[Minutes of 1885, p. 17.] 
A communication was received from the W. C. T. U., in session 
at Albion, requesting the Association to authorize its moderator and 
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secretary to sign a petition in behalf of a better public observance of 
the Sabbath in three particulars: (1), That there be no more govern- 
ment contracts for carrying mails on the Sabbath; (2), the prohibi- 
tion of inter-State commerce on the 8abbath ; (3), the forbidding of 
military drills, musters and parades on that day. It was so voted. 

[Minutes of 1886, p. 23.] 

Whereas, We believe that the sacred observance of the Lord's 
Day by all the people of this land to be not only divinely enjoined, 
but also absolutely essential to the preservation and welfare of our 
republic; therefore, as an Association, we resolve: 

1. That we deprecate the publication and circulation of secular 
newspapers upon that day. 

2. That we protest against the running of passenger and freight 
trains and steamboat excursions on the Sabbath. 

3. That we urge upon the government a cessation of the carrying 
and delivery of the mails upon Sunday. 

4. That it is desirable, in view of the effect late hours of service 
have upon the Sabbath observance, that all business firms close their 
stores at an earlier hour on Saturday night; and lastly, 

5. That, as Christians, we will be careful to present a more exemp- 
lary method of observing the Lord's Day in regular attendance upon 
public worship and study of the Scriptures, and in discountenancing 
worldly reading and conversation, and traveling and riding for 
pleasure. 

[Minutes of 1891, p. 28.] 
Whereas, There is discussion relative to the opening of the 
Columbian Exposition on Sunday, and we believe such opening would 
be fraught with peril to the moral and religious interests of our coun- 
try; therefore, 

Resolved, By the General Assembly of the Congregational churches 
of Michigan, representing 317 churches and 23,821 members, that we 
earnestly urge those in authority to close the Exposition on Sunday. 

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be sent by the Secretary 
of this association to the Michigan Commission of the Columbian 
Exposition, and also to the Secretary of the Board at Chicago. 

[Minutes of 1892, p. 86.] 
Resolved, That this Association deeply sympathise with the Jour- 
neymen Barbers' International Union in their struggle to abolish 
Sunday work ; that we wish them the fullest success in this effort, 
and hereby pledge our influence in every right way to aid the afore- 
said Union in their righteous desire to realize for their own individual 
welfare the benefit of the Lord's exposition of the Sabbath law, viz: 
" The Sabbath was made for man and not man for the Sabbath." 

[Minutes of 1892, pp. 38, 39.] 
Resolved, That the Michigan Congregational Association recogniz- 
ing the menace to the observance of the Sabbath and to the rights of 
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the laboring classes to one day's rest in «even, by the proposed open- 
ing of the Columbian Exposition upon the first day of the week, and 
the violation of order and sobriety by the sale of liquor on the grounds, 
respectfully and earnestly protest through their representatives in 
Congress against such action, and request that both the closing of the 
Exposition on Sunday and the exclusion of the sale of liquors on the 
premises be urged by them as conditions of granting further aid from 
the national treasury. 

ON A NATIONAL COUNCIL. 
TMinutes of 1845, p. 11.1 

Resolved, That this Association approve the suggestion of holding 
a General. Convention of Western Congregational ists in 1846. 

Resolved, That Messrs. Hobart, Thompson and Hammond be 
appointed a committee to report to this Association a plan for calling 
such a convention. 

This committee subsequently reported, recommending the 
appointment of a committee whose duty it shall be to determine the 
place of holding the contemplated convention, to fix the day in the 
month of May or June next when it shall convene, and to address an 
invitation to attend the same to all those orthodox Congregational 
ministers in our country and the adjoining provinces who are mem- 
bers in regular standing in the Associations within the bounds of 
which they reside. Every church of orthodox Congregationalists shall 
be invited to a representation in the convention by one delegate duly 
chosen for that purpose, and the committee shall give an early exten- 
sive publication of their .call through the public press. The report 
was adopted and the same persons were appointed the committee 
recommended in the report. 

IMtnutes of 1846, p. 7.] 

The committee appointed last year to call a Western Congrega- 
tional Convention made a report which was adopted. The following 
resolution was also adopted : 

Resolved, That this Association having heard the report of the 
committee appointed at our last meeting to call a Western Congrega- 
tional Convention, and having read the proceedings of that conven- 
tion, desire to testify their pleasure that so large a body from so wide 
an extent of country was convened, and that so much so important 
to the interests of the Congregational cause in the West was so well 
accomplished, and we do especially desire to testify our entire 
approval of the action of that convention on the subject of the Plan 
of Union of 1801 between the Presbyterians and Congregationalists. 

[Minutes of 1852, pp. 5, 6, 10.] 
Whereas, The General Association of New York, at their meet- 
ing in September last, were of opinion that a general convention of 



Digitized by Google 



234 



the Congregational in in inter* and churches of the United State* 
ought to be held for the purpose of considering their relation to the 
work of home missions as conducted by the A. H. M. Society, having 
special reference to two points, viz : Co-operation with Presbyterians 
and the support of missionaries in slave-holding churches ; and 

Whereas, The committee appointed by the General Association of 
New York with a view to the calling of such a convention, have issued 
a circular letter asking the advice of Congregational bodies in other 
States in relation to the holding of such a general convention ; there- 
fore, 

Resolved, That we declare our most cordial approval of the mea- 
sure, believing that it will tend strongly to make manifest at the 
earliest time, and in the happiest manner, the duty of Congregation- 
alists with respect to the important topics above referred to. 

Resolved, That we recommend that the said convention be held at 
Cleveland, Ohio, during the week immediately preceding the next 
meeting of the A. B. C. F. M., and that the call embrace all Congrega- 
tional ministers who shall present certificates of regular membership 
in local Associations ; also that all Congregational churches be invited 
to membership in the body by one delegate from each church who 
shall present a certificate of his appointment. 

[Minutes of 1856, p. 12.] 

Having understood that the American Congregational Union pro- 
pose a general convention of Congregational ministers and delegates 
from the churches to be held in September next — similar in constitu- 
tion and aim to the convention held at Albany in 1852; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That we cordially respond affirmatively to that pro- 
posal. 

2. That we urgently recommend the raising of a church building 
fund of $100,000 on the same basis as the fund formerly raised. 

[Minutes of 1865, p. 10.] 

Resolved, That this General Association approve the course of the 
Secretary and of the last and present Moderator, in attending the 
meeting in Broadway Tabernacle, New York, last November, prelim- 
inary to the National Council, and in representing this body in said 
meeting. 

[Minutes of 1871, p. 12.] 

Resolved, That this General Conference favor the organization of 
a statedly recurring National Council of Congregational churches; 
that we accordingly invite the Congregational churches of the State, 
through their local conferences, to appoint delegates to attend the 
first meeting of said council, and that we proceed to appoint dele- 
gates-at-large according to the plan of representation recommended 
by the Boston convention of committees, held December 21, 1870. 
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Minutes of 1875, p. 13.] 
Resolved, That while in general we approve of the proceedings of 
the late National Council at New Haven, we desire to express our 
special gratification in their action with reference to interdenomina- 
tional co-operation and consolidation of our benevolent societies. 

ON THE RELIGIOUS PRESS. 
[Minutes of 1844, p. 5.] 
Resolved, That it is expedient for this Association to attempt the 
publication of a monthly periodical to be devoted to the exposition 
and defense of the Congregational system of church polity and to the 
promotion of religion generally. 

[Minutes of 1845, p. 12-1 

The committee appointed last year to establish and conduct a 
monthly paper made their report. 

Resolved, That the General Association of Michigan hereby trans- 
fer their right and ownership in The Michigan CongregcUionalist, together 
with their responsibility with regard to the same, to an association 
consisting of Rev. Messrs. H. L. Hammond, L. Smith Hobart and 
John D. Pierce, who propose to continue the publication. 

Resolved, That this Association do cordially recommend to the 
ministers and churches connected with this body to continue and 
extend their patronage to The Michigan Congregationalist. 

[Minutes of 1849, p. 7.] 
Resolved, That we recommend the Independent to the churches in 
our connection as a religious paper, edited with great ability, advocat- 
ing with judicious earnestness the principles of our ecclesiastical 
polity, of a truly evangelical spirit, well adapted to promote their 
acquaintance with religious enterprises, and to foster their piety. 

[Minutes of 1850, p. 5.] 

Whsreas, Christians, however humble their sphere and quiet 
their calling, are the light of the world and the salt of the earth, and 
are to let their light shine; and 

Wherka8, In our government they have direct part in power and 
great responsibility ; and 

"Whereas, Our National Government at this time is necessitated 
to do with slavery, and in it slavery now is the great question, and 
God by His providence is calling for a settlement of this matter on 
principles of eternal righteousness ; therefore 

Resolved, That at such a time as this all Christians, whether in 
private stations, ministers or editors, representatives or senators, 
should both feel and act in this matter, and are bound to draw from 
the Word of God their motives and rules, and be wholly moved by 
these and wholly unmoved by all others whatsoever. 
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Resolved, That we are gratified and strengthened much by the 
excellent position the Independent has taken as respects the relations 
of Christianity and politics, and while some other religious papers 
have not been wanting in this, yet we deem the very distinct position 
taken by the Independent that the religion of the gospel does of right 
and in fitness thoroughly have to do with civil affairs, an epoch in 
the history of religious journals promising well, and what prayer and 
sympathy and effort may do to sustain the editors and proprietors of 
the said paper in their good work, we heartily accord. 

[Minutes of 1853, p. 11.] 

Resolved, That this Association regard the Congregational Herald, 
published at Chicago, as a religious family newspaper, and eminently 
adapted tomeet the wants of the churches in the West, and that we 
cordially commend it to the patronage of the ministers and churches 
connected with this body. 

(Minute* of 18Y,. p. 11. J 

Rev. N. H. Eggleston, of Chicago, made a statement in behalf of 
the Congregational Herald, after which the following resolution was 
adopted: 

Resolved, That this Association regard the Congregational Herald aa 
eminently worthy of the confidence of our churches and earnestly 
commend it to their liberal support. 

[Minutes of ISM, p. ».] 

Resolved, 1. That this Association prize the Congregational Herald 
as eminently worthy of our confidence and as an indispensable med- 
ium of intercommunication among our churches. 

2. That we will encourage its circulation in our churches. 

[Minutes of lHflO, pp. 7, &] 
Resolved, That the fellowship of our churches and their mutual 
co-operation in the promotion of the work of God among ourselves, 
is conditioned in many respects upon their being mutually informed 
of each other's particular state and doings, and that such informa- 
tion cannot be obtained through any metropolitan papers whose 
sphere of observation and influence is the whole nation. For these 
and other important reasons we earnestly commend to the special 
patronage of all our ministers and churches our own paper, The Con- 
gregational Herald. 

[Minutes of 1861, pp. 6, 12.] 

A committee was appointed to confer with parties in this city 
(Detroit) with reference to the establishment of a Congregational 
religious newspaper in this State. The committee subsequently pre- 
sented a report recommending the establishment of such a paper as 
desirable and feasible. After discussion the report was recommitted 
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with instructions to report at the next meeting of the General Asso- 
ciation. 

[Minutes of ISflfl, p. 14.] 

Resolved, That this General Association stand ready to co-operate 
with the other Genferal Associations of the Northwest in sustaining a 
Religious Denominational Paper whenever the time shall appear to 
have arrived for such a movement. 

[Minutes of 1807, p. 28.] 

Resolved, That we recognize the existing want of an able religious 
newspaper to be established in the city of New York, which shall 
properly represent and promote the interests of our branch of the 
church of Christ throughout the country. 

Resolved, That we pledge our sympathy, our patronage and our 
influence to such a religious newspaper whenever founded in New 
York. 

[Minute** of 1869, p. 12.] 
Resolved, That the churches of Michigan are to be congratulated 
on having for their homes and members a paper so firm for the right 
and so able in its management as the Advance- has proved itself to be, 
and we commend it most heartily to the acceptance of our members. 

[Minutes of 1881, p. 16.] 
Whatever may have been true in other ages and lands, we con- 
ceive that in this age and land a religious newspaper is needful to 
intellectual and moral health in every Christian family. The religious 
intelligence it conveys, and its quickening in matters that challenge 
thought, prayer, endeavor and sacrifice, show the room it tills and 
the want it meets. This room can be filled and this want met only 
by the best papers published. So we ask the families of our churches 
to get such a paper, whatever sacrifices or privations it may cost. We 
also ask the publishers of the Advance and Congregatiomtlist to put these 
papers at such club rates to our home missionary churches that they 
shall be encouraged to make an earnest endeavor to supply their 
families with the same, being assured that an appetite will thereby 
be created which will be not only healthy but imperative. 

[Minutes of 1883, p. 17.] 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed by this Association to 
take under consideration the question of such a denominational paper 
for our own State as shall bring our churches into closer fellowship in 
Christian interest, and that such committee submit a report at the 
next meeting of this body. 

[Minutes of 1885, p. 19.] 

Resolved, That we heartily approve of the conduct and success of 
the Beacon. It has fully demonstrated the wisdom of inaugurating 
the enterprise and is indispensable for the efficiency of our State 
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work. We most earnestly urge upon the churches the enlargement 
of the subscription list until every family of all our congregations 
shall enjoy the benefits of its weekly visits and instruction. 

I Minutes of im, p. 12.] 

Resolved, That we recognize in the Beacon a most valuable agent 
in promoting fellowship among our churches, and an efficient aid in 
securing unity of purpose and action in our denominational work, 
and that we heartily commend it to the patronage of our people. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to cooperate with the 
managers of the Beacon in securing its permanency, extending its 
influence and increasing its circulation. 

[Minutes of 1890, p. 25.] 
Resolved, That the General Association of Michigan put on record 
its appreciation of the labors of Rev. Charles H. Beale as editor of the 
Beacon. His ability and energy have given us a journal of which the 
State may be proud, and his unrequited services from year to year 
deserve our hearty thanks and support. 

ON INTER-DENOMINATIONAL COMITY. 

[Minutes of 1849, p. 6.] 

The committee on the overture from members of the Presbyterian 
Church in Howell, touching their proposed formation of a Congrega- 
tional Church, reported as follows, and it was adopted: 

That upon examination and inquiry into the case they are unable 
to determine what would be best for them to do to advance the cause 
of Christ jimong them ; that, indeed, the Association have it not in 
their province thus to determine, but would suggest that if they, 
upon mature and prayerful examination, still judge it best to organize 
a Congregational Church in Howell, the only orderly Congregational 
course is to submit the matter for advice to an ecclesiastical council. 

[Minutes of 1856, p. 5.] 

A memorial was received from the Kalamazoo Presbytery in 
relation to "the principles of Christian courtesy which ought to be 
observed by the churches of our denomination in regard to their 
respect for the discipline of each other," and was referred to a commit- 
tee, which subsequently made the following report: 

The question proposed is one of great interest to all the churches 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. We apprehend the rule to be observed in 
all cases, and under all circumstances, is to do to others and act in 
respect to others as we would have others do to us and act toward us. 
Unless this rule is sacredly regarded and strictly observed there can 
be no peace and no friendly correspondence in any community where 
different churches are located. This principle adopted as a standing 
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governing rule would prevent any serious collision, while a strict 
adherence to it would do honor to the Christian name and manifest a 
fixed regard to the great fundamental law of love and even of justice. 
Where, in any given case, this principle is adopted as the rule of 
action, the church will respect the discipline of other churches and 
do nothing to weaken its moral power. It will not encourage cove- 
nant breaking ; it would adopt no system of proselytism ; but while it 
maintains its own faith and peculiar views of duty with firmness and 
candor, it will avoid every just occasion of offense, and do nothing in 
derogation of the rights and privileges of others. 

In respect to excommunicated persons, the church will act with 
great carefulness and not receive any unless fully satisfied that injus- 
tice has been done, and then not till such an investigation has been 
had as would be in like cases among churches in our own denomina- 
tion. Where churches exclude for what we deem no offense, the case 
is different. 

The same rule holds good here as between families. One family 
may not injure another — may not trample upon the rights of any 
other. There can be no peace and no friendly greeting where this 
principle is disregarded, and no acting in harmony. It is perfectly 
obvious that there can be no correspondence and cooperation between 
churches of different denominations where this rule— evidently found- 
ed in truth and right— is set aside. 

We deem it perfectly clear, so clear as scarcely to be made more 
so by any amount of illustration, that Presbyterian and Congrega- 
tional churches are bound before God and man to respect each other's 
discipline, and that Christian courtesy requires the adoption of and 
strict adherence to this rule. Without all fratornal regard, corres- 
pondence and cooperation must cease. 

[Minutes of 1873, p. 22.] 

Rewlved, That, in accordance with the suggestion of the Grand 
Traverse Convention, a committee be appointed to secure during the 
year, by conference with other denominations, such harmony of 
action in planting churches as may be practicable. 

[Minutes of 1890, p. 21.] 

Resolved, That we cordially indorse the interdenominational Sun- 
day School work conducted by our State Sunday School Association, 
as tending to develop the spirit of Christian unity and cooperation, 
and therefore worthy of the aid of our churches and pastors. 

[Minutes of 1882, pp. 31, 82.] 

Touching the matter of practical Christian comity between the 
Evangelical churches of the State, we believe that the time has fully 
come when steps should be taken to stay the waste of means and effort 
now devoted unnecessarily in sustaining different Christian churches 
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upon small or sparsely settled fields. It is too true that denomi- 
national rivalries have resulted in the mutual hindrance and detriment 
of each other's work in many places. 

It is also painfully apparent that much of the Lord's treasure has 
been dissipated in the continual efforts to sustain in some localities a 
greater number of church organizations than the economical use of 
sacred money will justify. We believe that the welfare of unnum- 
bered souls, unreached by the preaching of the gospel, requires more 
concerted and united action on the part of the various evangelical 
bodies of Christian believers in this State in order to the saving tof 
means and efforts and a diffusion over the unoccupied aud unreached 
fields. We also believe that interdenominational deliberation and 
action may greatly lessen, and possibly overcome, many of these ten- 
dencies, and materially decrease the amount of money now expended 
by the various missionary societies. 

We therefore recommend that the initiative be taken looking to 
such interdenominational deliberation and action by and between 
the various Evangelical denominations in the State by suitable over- 
tures to this end to the various State bodies of such churches, and 
that such State, bodies be cordially and earnestly invited to join in 
the appointment by each of a committee to serve with like committees 
as an interdenominational committee to consider and promote these 
most important ends as herein set forth. 

We further recommend that a committee of five be appointed, 
the chairman of such committee to be president of our Board of 
Trustees to make such overtures and to represent the Congregational 
churches of the State in such an interdenominational committee. 

We suggest as a basis of work for such an interdenominational 
committee — 

1. That no missionary church or Sunday school be planted where 
there already exists such a church or school carried on by any of the 
denominations that shall become parties to this plan of comity, except 
upon conference and mutual acquiescence on the part of the denom- 
inations represented in the agreement. 

2. When other denominations, parties to such mutual agreement, 
have a self-sustaining or other work, no additional church or Sunday . 
school shall be planted if it is likely to impair the ability of the 
organization or organizations already on the ground to remain self- 
sustaining. 

3. The preferences of the people in the community should always 
be regarded by the missionary agents and individual workers as well 
as by denominational committees. 

ON MINISTERIAL STANDING. 
[Minutes of 1878, p. 14.] 

Resolved, That this General Association earnestly advise our 
churches to be careful to employ as ministers only those who are in 
good standing in some evangelical ministerial body. 
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[Minutes of 1879, p. 15.J 

Whereas, The attention of this General Association has been 
called to the inadequacy of the processes of ministerial discipline 
given in the Cambridge platform to the present exigencies of our 
churches, which inadequacy has arisen from a radical change in the 
theory of the ministry held by our churches ; and 

Whereas, It is of the utmost importance that the ministry of the 
Word be kept pure, if need be, by discipline ; therefore 

Resolved, 1. That a committee of three be appointed by this Asso- 
ciation to draft rules of procedure to be submitted to this body at its 
meeting next year for its approval and commendation to the churches, 
by which the evils complained of may be suitably remedied. 

2. That, until such rules of procedure shall have been recommend- 
ed to the churches for their approval, we commend to them the fol- 
lowing brief process of ministerial discipline, viz: If any minister or 
church member shall have cause of complaint against any minister of 
the gospel belonging to our order, and if after faithful Christian efforts 
in private he shall not obtain satisfaction, he shall bring his com- 
plaint before an ecclesiastical council, mutually chosen and regularly 
called, or, if this be refused, before an exparte council, which council 
shall go into a thorough examination of the charges brought against 
the minister, and shall decide whether he shall be pronounced inno- 
cent or shall be admonished or deposed. 

[Minutes of 1880, pp. 20, 22.] 

A committee reported a detailed method of procedure for cases of 
discipline of a minister and also of a church, which was adopted. 

[Minutes of 1880, p. 14.] 
The following recommendation, laid over from the preceding 
year, was adopted: Drop all distinction in the statistical tables 
between pastors and acting pastors; enroll all in connection with 
Congregational associations or conferences within the State whose 
membership therein has been effected on credentials by the vote of 
said bodies; designate all others according to fact as connected with 
another association, conference or denomination, unconnected or 
expelled, and record all ministers in connection under tables of asso- 
ciational membership and in alphabetical list as at present. 

ON THE AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY. 
[Minutes of 1846, p. 8.1 

The committee on colportage reported the following resolutions, 
which were adopted : 

Rewrtved, That this Association highly approve of the colporteur 
system as conducted by the American Tract Society in this State, 
16 
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and in view of our destitutions desire an increase of laborers in this 
field. 

Resolved, That we recommend the American Tract Society to the 
prayers and increased liberality of all our churches as presenting a 
most feasible method of reaching our entire population with suitable 
religious instruction. 

Resolved, That, as individuals, we will preach and present the tract 
cause to our churches, and take up a collection for the support of col- 
portage, unless it has previously been done, during the present year, 
or God's providence plainly prevents. 

[Minutes of 1858, p. 11.] 

Whereas, The American Tract Society, at its annual meeting in 
1857, unanimously resolved, " that those moral duties which grow out 
of the existence of slavery, as well as those moral evils and vices 
which it is known to promote, and which are condemned in Scripture 
and so much deplored by evangelical Christians, undoubtedly do fall 
within the province of this Society, and can, and ought to be, dis- 
cussed in a fraternal and Christian spirit"; and 

Whereas, The Executive Committee of that Society, appointed 
and accepting immediately after the passage of the instructive resolu- 
. tion, instead of faithfully acting upon this deliberate judgment of the 
Society and executing the charge thus distinctly given them, have 
throughout the year past busied themselves in reviewing this decision 
of the Society, re-judging the case, and controverting the constitu- 
tional right to do what the Society affirmed the power and obligation 
to do, and, in compliance with the dictation of the slave-holding inter- 
est, have refused to publish anything, however temperate and judi- 
cious, upon the moral aspects and bearings of slavery; and 

Whereas, At its annual meeting in New York on the 12th of May 
last, the American Tract Society has justified and approved the course 
of its committee, thus annulling its solemn and unanimous decision 
of the previous year, and committing itself to the policy of suppress- 
ing God's testimony against the moral evils fostered by slavery; there- 
fore 

Resolved, That this General Association solemnly protest against 
this retrogression of the Tract Society from their resolutions of last 
year, and the deliberate sanction it has given to the policy of silence 
touching this sin. 

Resolved, That we recommend to the churches in our connection 
to turn their contributions into other channels so long as the Tract 
Society shall petsist in this outrageous policy. 

But whereas, furthermore, we are confident that the recent 
action which we deplore, does not express the prevalent sentiment of 
the membership of that Society, but is to be regarded as the result of 
special endeavors to gather in the late meeting the friends of the 
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Tract Administration, largely composed of members in the city ancl 
vicinity of New York, and in the assurance that the present position 
of the Society will be disowned of God and condemned by the great 
body of its friends, and that it cannot long stand upon the ground 
upon which it is now thrust; therefore, 

Resolved, That we will await, in the patience of hope and of 
prayer, the return of this beloved Society to the path of fidelity and 
wisdom, and that, in the meantime, we recommend members of the 
Society to retain their connection with it and labor for its recovery to 
the truth. 

[Minutes of 1859, p. 7.1 

Resolved, That this Association does not and cannot approve the 
attitude of the American Tract Society of New York on the subject of 
81avery, but on the contrary it does approve both the American Tract 
Society' at Boston and the American Reform Tract and Book Society 
at Cincinnati, and recommends to the churches to support and 
receive the publications of both or either of them at their pleasure. 

[Minutes of I860, pp. 9, 10.] 

Resolved, That this body approves of the establishment of the 
United Western Tract Agency as an organ for the circulation of the 
publications of the Tract Society at Boston and of the Book and 
Tract Society at Cincinnati, and earnestly recommend to our churches 
to avail themselves of this agency for supplying themselves with the 
tracts and books of these Societies, and that they sustain it by their 
contributions and otherwise. 

Resolved, That the treasurers of our several benevolent agencies 
be directed to forward the contributions of the churches to the 
societies which they shall direct— except in the case of the Tract 
8ociety at New York. 

[Minutes of 1868, p. 26.1 

Wherka8, The American Tract Society at Boston has withdrawn 
its collecting agents and trusted itself to the benevolent spirit of the 
churches for means to prosecute its work ; and 

Whereas, It makes its publishing department support the running 
expenses of the Society, thus returning to the work of evangelization 
a live Christian literature to the full amount of the contributions of 
the churches; and 

Whereas, This Society has never failed us in any great moral 
contest, but has been ever ready to declare the whole truth of God ; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That we give preference to publications of this Society 
and, as heretofore, commend it to the steady and increased liberality of 
the churches as an adequate and sufficient Tract Society. 
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ON A SUBSTITUTE FOR INSTALLATION. 

[Minutes of 1881, p. 13.] 

Rev. Dr. A. H. Rosa read a paper on this subject, which was 
referred to a committee of four ministers and two laymen to report 
next year. 

[Minutes of 1882, pp. 13, 44, 45.] 

The report of the committee on this subject was considered and 
the following resolutions finally adopted : (1), That the General Asso- 
ciation approve the report and commend its recommendations to our 
churches. (2), That the pastors of our churches be requested to read 
the said report and recommendations to their people. The report 
concludes as follows : 

The sum of our recommendations is this : That installation as 
hitherto understood be surrendered ; that in its place be substituted 
services of recognition ; that the word "recognition" be substituted 
for "installation" in our ecclesiastical vocabulary ; and that recogni- 
tion, as thus recommended, have no bearing whatever on the legal or 
ecclesiastical tenure, as to fact, name, salary or time of the pastorate 
thus recognized. 

Following the lead, and somewhat the language of the paper last 
year, we lay before you the following statement, which we recom- 
mend to be adopted by this Association and sent as a recommenda- 
tion to our churches, viz. : The General Association of the Congrega- 
tional Churches and Ministers of the State of Michigan, believing that 
when a minister has been duly called to the pastoral office in any 
church, and has accepted the same, his recognition as such pastor by 
a council of neighboring churches is promotive of the highest in- 
terests of both pastor and people, most earnestly recommends the 
following process of recognition to the adoption of the churches con- 
nected with our body, viz : 

1. Whenever a minister accepts a call to the pastoral charge of 
any church, whether for a definite or indefinite term, a council of 
neighboring churches of our order should be called by such church 
and pastor at their earliest convenience for his recognition as pastor 
of said church, it being understood that the action of said council 
shall have no bearing whatever upon the legal or ecclesiastical tenure, 
as to the fact, name, salary or time of the pastorate thus recognized. 

2. The duties of the council shall be (1) the examination of the 
pastor's qualifications for the position, especially in ministerial stand- 
ing, in doctrinal views and in religious experience ; (2) the approval 
or disapproval of these by formal vote ; (3) the recognition, if the vote 
is one of approval, in public services, as sermon, prayer and right 
hand of fellowship. 

3. When such pastorate is about to terminate for any cause except 
death, the pastor and church, or either of them in case the other 
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refuses, may call a council of neighboring churches to inquire into 
and advise upon all ecclesiastical matters specified in the letters 
missive concerning it, but it shall be regarded as entirely orderly for 
the church and pastor to dissolve the pastoral relation between them 
without the calling of a council. 

ON A TRAINING SCHOOL FOR THE MINISTRY. 

[Minutes of 1888, p. 7.1 . 

Resolved, That, recognizing the importance of the establishment in 
our State of a school for the training of men for ministerial service 
among our churches, we hereby express the hope that such institu- 
tion may soon be founded, and that if such school shall be instituted 
upon such basis, and with such plans and facilities for the work con- 
templated as shall meet the approval of the board of trustees of this 
Association, we authorize such board of trustees to extend to such 
school the sanction of this body, and to commend it to the churches 
for such support as they may be constrained to give it, and to such 
men as may be desirous of the training it shall offer them. 

[Minutes of 1888, p. 12.] 

Resolved, That this Association receives with interest and kindness 
the invitation of President Butterfield to make use of Olivet College 
for the benefit of the training school project, and refers the matter to 
the committee on training school for consideration. 

[Minutes of 1889, p. 11.] 

Resolved, That we cordially and heartily approve of the plan of 
providing, in connection with Olivet College, for the theological edu- 
cation of young men who have the ministry in view, but cannot take 
a college course. 

Resolved, That for this purpose we recommend the endowment of 
one or more professorships of Bible instruction in said college and - 
commend it to the churches. 

ON CERTAIN DEFINITIONS FOR THE STATISTICAL TABLES. 

[Minutes of 1880, p. 22.] 

"Absent members" are such as have removed their residence 
beyond the natural limits of the parish in which the church is located 
for one year, from which, however, the following persons should be 
excepted: Such as are away at school or college; such as are on 
extended journeys ; and such as are temporarily absent engaged in 
some work, nursing the afflicted, etc. 

The term " Benevolences" should embrace all gifts for the cause 
of Christ, outside of regular church maintenance, such as to our recog- 
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nized denominational benevolent societies and Christian educational 
institutions; provided always, that such gifts shall have passed 
through the hands of the treasurer or treasurers of the church, or 
have been reported to him or them at the time, for record ; and that all 
other gifts should be tabulated under the head of "Other Benevo- 
lences " or " Special Benevolences." 

ON OUR DUTY TOWARD MISSIONS. 

[Minute* of 1848, p. 6.] 

Resolved, That we feel a deep and increasing interest in the allied 
enterprises of Home and Foreign Missions, and recommend that 
ministers and churches in our connection pray and labor and con- 
tribute more abundantly for these objects than we have ever done. 

[Minutes of 1868, p. 8.] 

Resolved, That under our present arrangement, our ministers owe * 
it to the cause of Christianity in the world and to the piety of our 
churches, to give to the several causes of benevolence adopted by this 
Association, a greater degree of care and effort than has hitherto been 
bestowed upon them. 

[Minutes of 1874, p. 17.] 

Resolved, 1. That for the coming year, a vigorous and systematic 
attempt be made to secure contributions from all our churches, with 
the hope of increasing the aggregate contributions to this cause. 

2. That all our churches be earnestly requested to take up collec- 
tions for the Board during the month of November, or as soon there- 
after as may be practicable. 

3. That the monthly concert of prayer for missions be revived and 
maintained. 

4. That a society auxiliary to the Woman's Board be organised in 
connection with every church. 

ON A PILGRIM MEMORIAL. 

[Minutes of 1870, pp. 11, 12.1 

Resolved, 1. That this General Association hail with devout gratitude 
to God the return of this fifth jubilee anniversary of the landing of 
the Pilgrims on the coast of New England, bringing with them those 
principles which resulted in founding "a church without a bishop 
and a State without a king " ; and that, as their descendants, occupy- 
ing the goodly heritage they have left us, we seize upon this oppor- 
tunity to pledge ourselves anew to those principles of civil and reli- 
gious liberty which they so heroically suffered to establish. 

2. That we recommend to the ministers of our churches that, at 
some convenient time during the present year, and as early as may 
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be, every one of them prepare and preach a discourse in commemora- 
tion of those honored fathers and illustrative of their distinctive 
principles and of the influences for good which they set in motion. 

3. That we also recommend to each and all of our churches to 
call a meeting at once for the purpose of taking measures to swell the 
Memorial offering which is proposed to be made at thiB time, and 
also of selecting the object or objects to which their contributions 
shall be applied. 

4. That in accordance with the plan proposed by the Pilgrim 
Memorial Committee appointed at New York, we enjoin it upon our 
ministers and churches to see to it that every man, woman and 
child of Pilgrim or Puritan descent, whether ecclesiastical or lineal, 
and all who may sympathize with the principles of the Pilgrim 
fathers within their respective bounds, whether belonging to their 
congregations or not, be furnished an opportunity to contribute to 
this Memorial fund. 

5. That, as in the estimation of the Pilgrims, the matter of the 
education of young men for the gospel ministry stood next to the 
church itself, we therefore recommend to our churches that, while 
their customary offerings to the ordinary objects of benevolence are 
not at all diminished, special consideration be given to our theo- 
logical seminaries this Memorial year. 

AS TO SOLDIERS AND SAILORS. 
[Minutes of 1886, p. ».] 

A request was received from the Woman's Christian Tem- 
perance Union of Michigan requesting the Association to consider 
the propriety of recommending pastors and churches to hold at least 
one Sabbath service during the year with special reference to the 
interests of the soldiers and sailors of our country. It was voted that 
the attention of pastors be invited to this suggestion. The following 
preambles and resolution were also subsequently adopted : 

Whebea8, The Commonwealth of Michigan has large and grow- 
ing numbers of her citizens engaged in navigation ; and 

Whebba8, There is another large portion of Michigan's sous in 
the military organizations and G. A. R. Posts of the State ; and 

Whereas, This is an age of specialties and good is done along the 
lines of special conditions ; therefore . 

Resolved, That we recommend to all our churches the observance 
each year of some Lord's Day services in the interests of Holdiers and 
sailors, and for the sake of uniformity we propose the Sabbath in 
most immediate connection with annual Decoration Day, May 30, for 
such services. 

FELLOWSHIP BY CORRESPONDENCE. 
[Minutes of 1848, p. 6.] 
The delegate from Connecticut was heard with reference to a 
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plan of general correspondence among Congregational ists in the 
United States, and the following resolution was adopted : 

Resolved, That we have heard with pleasure the proposal of our 
Connecticut brethren for a plan of general correspondence among 
Congregationalists of this country, and that we refer the subject to 
the several conferences represented here with the request that they 
report thereon at our next meeting. 

[Minutes of 1840, pp, 5, 8.] 

, The Committee on general correspondence between Congrega- 
tional bodies reported as follows : 

Resolved, That this body cordially respond to the proposal for 
some plan of general correspondence among the Congregationalists of 
different parts of our country, and any such plan, framed in accord- 
ance with our .distinctive principles, and fitted to promote a more 
intelligent and effective sympathy and cooperation throughout the 
entire body of American Congregationalism shall receive our hearty 

support. 

ON DIVORCE. 

[Minutes of 1884, p. 27.] 
Resolved, That a committee be appointed by this body to confer 
with like ecclesiastical bodies in the State, in reference to concerted 
action against the fearful current of divorces in our country. 

[Minutes of 1885, p. 22.] 
Resolved, 1. That this Association views with alarm the wide- 
spread prevalence of divorces throughout the State, the laxity of our 
statutes on this question, and the ease with which many of our courts 
release persons from solemn marital vows, thus seeming to place a 
premium upon desertion and cruelty as grounds for such divorce. 

2. That the Association hails with pleasure the appearance of an 
awakening of the public conscience to the enormity of the evils of 
divorce, and to the perpetual sacredness of the marriage tie, and also 
the fact that some of our ablest jurists and legislators are making 
their voice heard in favor of a purer condition of affairs for the safety 
of the family. 

3. That the Association recommends that pastors of our churches 
preach at suitable times upon Christ's law of marriage, and upon the 
evils resulting from disregard of such law, and that they exercise the 
utmost diligence and carefulness in all cases where the marriage of 
divorced persons is concerned, and that our churches exercise equal 
carefulness as to the fellowship of such persons, that the doctrine and 
spirit of the New Testament may be preserved. 

4. That the Association gladly co-operate with all reformers, 
religious or secular, whose aim is to preserve the family in its integ- 
rity and abolish the evils which threaten it. 
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ON THE OHIO RESCUE CASE. 

[Minutes of I860, pp. 10, 11.] 

Voted, That the Ohio Rescue Case be referred to a committee to 
bring in a report. The committee subsequently reported the follow- 
ing, which was adopted: 

Whereas, Certain citizens of Lorain County, Ohio, some of whom 
are brethren in Christ, have been arrested by the authority of the 
United States simply for attempting to protect the rights of an alleged 
fugitive from slavery and prevent him from being kidnapped and 
unjustly sold into interminable bondage ; and 

Whereas, All of them have been indicted and imprisoned, some 
of them put upon trial and convicted and sentenced to fine and 
imprisonment, and others are awaiting their trial; therefore, 

Resolved, That we sympathize deeply with our brethren, suffering 
under the oppressive action of the fugitive slave law, and deem it our 
privilege to remember them in bonds as bound with them, commending 
them to the loving care of Him who, eighteen hundred years ago, 
endured grief, suffering wrongfully. 

Resolved, That we are ready to cooperate in any effort which may 
be initiated in Ohio for their pecuniary relief. 

Resolved, That we call the attention of all our Christian brethren 
and fellow citizens throughout the nation to the present case, as 
developing the utter, inevitable antagonism of Slavery to the dictates 
of humanity, and to the demands of equal impartial love, and as 
developing the natural oppressiveness of the Slave Power toward not 
the bond only, but the free — developments which show that a system of 
slavery like our own is not fit to be tolerated anywhere among the 
common offspring of our One Father, and, least of all, in a nation 
which claims to be not only civilized but Christian. 

WOMEN'S FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETIES. 

[Minutes of 1871, p. 10.] 

Rejoicing in the providence of God manifest in the formation of 
the Woman's Board of Missions, and in the fresh impulse imparted by 
it to the missionary cause, as well as to the larger Christian develop- 
ment of those engaged actively in this new work ; 

Resolved, That this conference heartily recommend to the ladies 
of our churches the organization of societies which shall be auxiliary 
to the Woman's Board of Missions for the Interior. 

[Minutes of 1872, p. 14.] 

Resolved, That having listened to the presentation of the work 
and plans of the Woman's Board of Missions, we most heartily com- 
mend it to the sympathies and prayers of Christians, and recommend 
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that our pastors bring its claims before their people and endeavor to 
secure the organization of auxiliary societies in all our churches. 

CONSOLIDATION OF BENEVOLENT 80CIETIES. 
[Minutes of 1892, p. 36.] 

Whereas, The General Association of Congregational Churches 
and Ministers of Michigan have been memorialized to consider the 
question of the consolidation of our various benevolent societies ; and 

Whereas, We believe that the best interests of our churcl%eB 
demand changes in the work of said societies ; and 

Whereas, The times seem ripe for some action in this direction ; 
therefore 

Resolved, That we heartily commend the action of our last National 
Council in appointing committees to consider the relation of our be- 
nevolent societies to the churches, and the relation of said societies to 
one another. 

Resolved, That we urge upon the National Council the propriety 
of taking such steps as shall aid the societies to become more directly 
the agents of the churches. 

Resolved, That we urge upon the National Council the propriety 
of taking such steps as shall enable these societies to more happily 
adjust their work to one another. 

Resolved, That we instruct our delegates to the National Council 
to use their influence toward securing these results. 

THE DOCTRINE OF SINLESS PERFECTION. 
[Minutes of 1845, pp. 6, 11.] 

Delegates fron the Synod of Michigan presented the following 
resolutions adopted by that body at their last meeting : 

"Resolved, That a committee (naming them) be appointed delegates 
to attend the next annual meeting of the General Association of 
Michigan, and that they be and are hereby instructed to ascertain 
from that body, whether they sympathize with the peculiar tenets of 
Oberlin on the subject of entire sanctification or sinless perfection, 
professed by some to be attained in the present life, and also whether 
they believe that the error is one requiring the administration of 
appropriate discipline in their churches and associations." 

A committee, to whom the above was referred, presented a reply 

as follows : " Our views on the subject referred to are expressed in 

the tenth section of the eleventh article of our constitution : 

"We believe that saints, the called and chosen of God, though morally 
imperfect, owing to their earthly pllgiimage,wlll yet be preserved by His grace, 
and confirmed unto the end, that they may be blameless in the day of our 
Lord JesuH Christ," 

which is and has been for years in the hands of the Synod. Respect- 
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ing the remedy to be applied for the removal of this error, where it 
exists, we can only say the circumstances of the case must decide the 
course to be pursued." 

A committee appointed at the previous annual meeting to report 
upon this subject, also made an elaborate report, which was pub- 
lished in the minutes this year (pp 18-22.) 

ON AMUSEMENTS. 

[Minutes of 1844, p. 5.] 
Resolved, That we deem it utterly inconsistent with the Christian 
profession to attend or in any way countenance the circus or the 

Resolved, That we request the ministers connected with this body 
to preach during the year upon the subject presented in the preced- 
ing resolution. 

Resolved, That we recommend to all Christians and to the friends 
of good morals generally to petition our Legislature at its next session 
to pass an act prohibiting theatrical and circus exhibitions through- 
out the State. 

[Minutes of 1846, p. 5.] 

Voted, To make inquiries of the delegates from the several confer- 
ences in regard to the prevalence and influence of circus and theatrical 
exhibitions within their bounds ; also in respect to the efforts made 
by ministers and other friends of good morals to discountenance and 
suppress them. Inquiries were made accordingly, after which it was 
voted to re-adopt the first two resolutions passed in 1844 and quoted 
next above. 

[Minutes of 1867, pp. 10, II.] 

Resolved, That the influence of the theater upon the moral feel- 
ings of all, and especially upon the youth who attend upon its 
plays, is inherently, unmistakably and irrevocably pernicious, and 
that we can regulate and improve this institution only as we would a 
dram shop and a gambling house by its utter extermination. 

I Minutes of Vein, p. 81.] 

Resoh^ed, That we regard dancing, card-playing, the visiting of 
billiard saloons and theater-going as seriously hurtful to Christian 
character and influence, and that we therefore earnestly warn the 
churches with which we are connected against extending to these 
practices the encouragement of their example, approbation or coun- 
tenance. 

ON THE YEAR BOOK. 
[Minutes of 1880, p. 6.] 

Whereas, The National Council of 1877, voted " that an annual 
compilation of the statistics of our churches throughout the country, 
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and especially an accurate and complete list of ministers in fellowship, 
should be published under the sanction of this Council, and the 
necessary expenses of the Council, publishing of the Minutes, Statis- 
tics, etc., should be met by the constituent bodies and 

Where as, The Publishing Committee of the National Council 
under the above unanimous action has issued a Year Book, " for free 
distribution, one to each church and each minister in our fellowship," 
using the discretion accorded to it ; and 

Whereas, The Committee finding itself crippled by the failure of 
the churches to provide the funds, as recommended, for expenses 
incurred by order of the Council, has issued an abridged Year Book 
for 1880, largely at its own personal risk, for which the personal note 
of the treasurer, Rev. Henry M. Dexter, D. D., has been given ;. 
therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That we express our thanks and the thanks of the 
churches we represent, to the Publishing Committee of the National 
Council, and especially to Rev. Henry M. Dexter, D. D., for their 
self-denying devotion to the interests and honor of our denomination, 
and their timely intervention to preserve our churches from the loss 
of the Year Book for 1880. 

2. That the General Association authorize the Financial Com- 
mittee to take immediate steps to pay the arrearage of $104.91, now 
due the said Committee, from the churches of Michigan, and to pro- 
vide for the tax annually assessed by the Publishing Committee of 
the National Council on our churches. 

IMinutes of 1880, p. 13.] 

Resolved, That, in the judgment of this Association, it is desirable 
that a Congregational Year Book be annually published at the ex- 
pense of the churches, and be placed in the hands of every minister, 
and of the clerk of every church in regular connection with the 
denomination. 

ON THE AMERICAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION. 

[Minutes of 1860, p. 10.1 

Resolved, That the secretary for foreign missions be instructed 
to include in the circulars which he shall send to our churches, the 
American Missionary Association with the American Board for For- 
eign Missions, and to commend both to their patronage. 

[Minutes of 1883, pp. 7, 11.1 

Voted, That the cause of the Freedmen be made one of the benev- 
olent causes for which regular contributions shall be recommended to 
be taken up in our churches. 

Resolved, That the treasurer of the cauBe of the Freedmen be 
instructed to send the funds which may come into his hands for this 
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cause to the American Missionary Association, unless otherwise direct- 
ed by the contributors, to be used by them for no other purpose than 
that for which it shall be contributed. 

[Minutes of 1865, p. 10.1 

Resolved, That we recommend to the Congregational churches of 
this State that their contributions to the cause of the Freedmen be 
made through the American Missionary Association. 

[Minutes of 1871, p. 14.] 

Resolved, 1. That we recognize, as heretofore, the importance of 
the work of the American Missionary Association among the Freed- 
men, the Chinese and the Indians of our country. 

2. That the policy of the Association in dispensing with collect- 
ing agents and relying on the pastors of the churches to present its 
claims to their respective charges, meets our entire approbation. 

3. That we recommend to the ministers of our churches to en- 
deavor to disseminate information concerning the nature and needs 
of its missionary work, thereby keeping alive the interest in it, not 
only for the sake of the cause, but as a means of grace to the churches. 



ON THE AMERICAN COLLEGE AND EDUCATION SOCIETY. 

[Minutes of 1868, pp. 80, 81.] 

Resolved, 1. That among the chief agencies by which New Eng- 
land has contributed to the establishment of the blessings of liberty, 
religion and the higher civilization in the Northwest, we gratefully 
recognize, as founded on her own models, our system of public instruc- 
tion, our colleges and our theological seminaries. 

2. That we hereby express our high appreciation of the great 
service done to the West, and especially the churches of our faith, by 
the Society for the Promotion of Collegiate and Theological Education 
at the West, through whose beneficent and wisely conducted agency 
during the last twenty-five years fourteen colleges and three theo- 
logical seminaries in nine different States have been fostered into suc- 
cessful usefulness and preserved to the use of Christian learning. 

3. That, while gratefully acknowledging the great service already 
rendered the cause of Christian education and religion in this and 
other Western States by the College Society, we heartily commend 
the present purpose of the Society greatly to enlarge the field of its 
operations and found New England colleges and New England prin- 
ciples in each of the reconstructed States at the South, and in each of 
the inchoate commonwealths of the still remoter West, hoping in the 
not distant future to return, for the benefit of such colleges, the con- 
tributions so generously granted to our own. 
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[Minutes of 1886, pp. 11, 112.] 

Raolved, l. We look with anxiety upon the apparent decline of 
interest in ministerial education as shown in the diminished number 
of candidates for the ministry and of beneficiaries of the Education 
Society. 

2. We believe that the work of the American Education 8ociety 
in having helped over 7,000 young men in the ministry has been of 
vital importance to the churches and our various missionary associa- 
tions. As we face the future that importance is not diminished but 
rather increased. Without an educated ministry it is impossible for 
us to accomplish our distinctive mission in the world. The American 
Home Missionary Society, the American Congregational Union, the 
American Missionary Association and the American Board are all 
dependent to a great degree upon the preliminary work done by this 
Society in preparing a living ministry. 

3. We deem it a matter of highest Christian wisdom as well as of 
simple justice that the churches of Michigan, all of which have 
directly or indirectly been so much aided by ministers reared under 
the encouragement of the American Education Society, should now 
begin to take collections for this work. This will be of importance 
also in directing the attention of young men to the Christian min- 
istry. 

4. Therefore we recommend that a committee of one from each 
conference be appointed whose duty it shall be to use their best 
efforts to secure collections in all the churches, and we deem it our 
duty to make our contributions equal, if we can, to the amount of 
money yearly expended in the State by the American Education 
Society. 

ON POLYGAMY. 
[Minutes of 1880, p. 19.] 

Whereas, The continued existence and open practice of polyg- 
amy in Utah and elsewhere in flagrant violation and defiance 
of the precepts of Christianity, the spirit of modern civiliza- 
tion and the laws of the United States is a shame and disgrace to our 
age and nation ; and 

Whereas, The toleration in the House of Representatives in 
Congress of George Q. Cannon, an avowed polygamist and lawbreaker, 
as a representative of the Territory of Utah, is a shameless sanction 
of the iniquity ; and 

Whereas, Existing laws are inefficient to detect, punish and 
uproot this demoralizing, criminal and disloyal institution ; and 

Whereas, The admission of Utah into the Union as a State will, 
if polygamy is not first removed, entail a lasting and incurable evil 
upon the nation ; therefore, 

Remlved, 1. That, in the judgment of this Association, the time 
has fully come for the immediate discontinuance of apathy and indif- 
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ference on the part of our National Congress, and for the speedy and 
effectual removal of this appalling evil. 

2. That we warmly approve and endorse the bill looking to this 
end already introduced into the House of Representatives by Hon. J. 
C. Burrows and Hon. Edwin Willits of this State. 

3. That our Representatives in Congress be earnestly requested 
by this Association of the Congregational Churches of Michigan, to 
use their utmost endeavors so to amend and provide for the enforce- 
ment of the laws now existing by enacting the bill above referred to, 
or by other measures equally stringent and salutary, as to put a 
speedy end to this unholy practice, this " twin relic - of barbarism." 

4. That it behooves the Christian people and the churches of our 
land to be thoroughly aroused to the great importance of this subject, 
to be active and generous in promoting the cause of Christian educa- 
tion, and in extending the gospel among the Mormons, and to put 
forth their most earnest endeavors to create a rightful and enlight- 
ened public sentiment in the directions above indicated — a public 
sentiment that shall become so powerful that it shall immediately 
make itself heard and felt. 

ON CHURCH AND PASTORAL LIBRARIES. 
[Minutes of 1853, p. 7.] 

Whereas, The Massachusetts Doctrinal Tract and Book Society 
have proposed to bestow upon each of the churches, as a gift, an 
entire set of their publications, comprising the works of the' early 
New England divines, with the design that they shall constitute the 
nucleus of a pastor's library; 

Resolved, 1. That this body express their lively appreciation of 
this noble and much-needed benefaction, and in the name of our 
churches, return thanks to the above Society, and to those liberal 
churches and individuals in the East by whose generosity we are thus 
favored, for a gift so rich in its intrinsic worth, so fraught with prec- 
ious influences in the future, and so pleasant as a pledge of kind 
remembrance and interest on the part of our Massachusetts brethren. 

2. That we recommend to each of our churches, upon the recep- 
tion of these volumes, the adoption of some plan of adding to them 
from time to time such works of theological value as will be most 
desirable for the use of their ministers, and thus founding a pastor's 
library to be held as the property of the church at the service of 
their pastor. 

3. That while these valuable works are an unqualified gift to our 
churches on the part of the Doctrinal Tract and Book Society, we feel 
that it would be but fit that, as an expression of its gratitude, each 
church should take a thankful collection, according to its ability, for 
the aid of that Society so that it may be encouraged and aided to 
extend like gifts to others, like us, in need. 
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4. That we recommend to each of our churches to accompany 
their acknowledgment of the reception of these volumes, (to be 
addressed to the chairman of this committee in Detroit), with such a 
sum as will defray their equal proportion of the cost of transporting 
the books for the State from Boston to Detroit. 

[Minutes Of 1855, pp. 17, 18.] 

The committee state that in response to their circular giving 
notice of the offer of the Congregational Board of Publication to fur- 
nish the Congregational churches of this State with sets of publica- 
tions for the use of their pastors, they received applications previous 
to May, 1855, from 56 churches. They also received from the same 
churches the sum of $175.55 to defray the expenses of the transaction, 
the surplus to be a donation to the Board. Fifty-five libraries were 
sent by the Board and have been distributed to these churches. The 
expenses have been $35.82, and the sum of $132 has been remitted to 
the Board of Publication and $7.73 remain in the hands of the com- 
mittee. Since all the books received were distributed applications 
have been received from ten other churches for libraries. The report 
states that the Board has been asked to provide these additional 
libraries, and expresses its willingness to do so as soon as its straitened 
financial circumstances will allow. The libraries already distributed 
constitute a benefaction of more than $1,000. 

Resolved, That in the name of more than 50 of the churches that 
have, by its bounty, been enriched with valuable libraries, the Gen- 
eral Association of Michigan renders thanks to the Congregational 
Board of Publication. 

2. That we earnestly solicit as far and as fast as may be practic- 
able, an extension of this liberality to all of our churches. 

3. That we recommend an annual collection in each of our 
churches in aid of this Board of Publication. 

ON CHURCH INCORPORATION. 

[Minutes of 1879, p. 6.] 

Whereas, Nearly all the States of the Union accord to churches 
the rights and privileges of incorporated bodies by general laws, and 
the State of Michigan accords the same rights and privileges to cer- 
tain churches by special acts ; and 

Wherka8, Those wishing to organize churches of our order do in 
many instances desire to have said churches corporate bodies, which 
is not forbidden by the laws of this Commonwealth ; and 

Whereas, Other of our churches may wish to change their pres- 
ent dual organization into that of a church incorporation ; and 

Whereas, A large number of our churches have, by corporate 
vote, expressed a desire to have these rights and privileges accorded 
to them as well as to others ; and 
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Whereas, Certain property or funds have bqen purchased, do* 
Hated or bequeathed for the special uses of the churches as churches; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That the General Association of the Congregational 
churches of Michigan do memorialize the Legislature of the State now 
in session so to amend the laws of this Commonwealth, if possible at 
the present session, as to secure to our churches the following rights 
and privileges, viz : (1), the right to incorporate churches through 
trustees chosen by the adult membership of the churches ; (2), the 
right and privilege, if they so elect, of changing the form of their 
organization into that of church incorporation under proper condi- 
tions; (3), of making the deacons of a church a body corporate for 
taking and holding in trust certain property or funds given for the 
special use of the church or in trust to the church or deacons for cer- 
tain purposes, as the pulpit bible, communion furniture and trust 
funds for the poor, for pastor's library, etc. 

3. That this General Association appoint a committee to prepare 
said memorial and to communicate the same immediately to the 
honorable committees on religious corporations of the Senate and 
House of the Michigan Legislature through their respective chairmen. 

RELATING TO THE AMERICAN BOARD. 
[Minutes of 1850, p. 7.] 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire into the eccle- 
siastical relation of the missionaries and mission churches under the 
care of the American Board and of the American Missionary Asso- 
ciation. 

[Minutes of 1851, p. 8.] 

The committee last year appointed to inquire touching the eccle- 
siastical connection of missionaries made their report, which was 
accepted and placed on file. No statement exists as to its contents. 

[Minutes of 1888, p. 9.] 

A memorial from the Eastern Association asking the considera- 
tion of the preamble and resolutions presented before the Naugatuck 
Valley Conference of Connecticut relative to the relation of the A. 
B. C. F. M. to the churches, was referred to a committee which 
reported : That after careful consideration upon the premises and . 
resolutions of this memorial, and in view of the possible misconstruc- 
tion which, in the present state of theological unrest, might be put 
upon such action, we deem its adoption by this General Association 
inexpedient. 

[Minutes of 1889, pp. 6, 7.] 

Resolved, That we heartily approve of the action of the Ameri- 
can Board at its last meeting in Cleveland, 1888, in appointing a 
committee to consider the relation of the Board to the churches and 
17 
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individuals that support it, and the expediency, in view of the facts 
which they may ascertain, of securing a closer union between them, 
and especially including the subject of corporate members ; 

That we express the earnest hope that, through this committee, 
a plan shall be presented and adopted which will indeed make the 
American Board the representative agent of our churches from which 
its men and money are chiefly derived ; 

That this Association heartily accepts the American Board as its 
agent in carrying on foreign missionary work, and pledges its own 
sincere and liberal support ; and that, to this end, we earnestly urge 
all our churches to place this cause on our schedule of benevolences, 
and secure a collection for it once a year. 

[Minutes of 1882, p. 38.) 
Resolved, That this Association requests : 

1. That such changes be made in the organization of the Ameri- 
can Board as to provide for representation from the churches. 

2. That nominations be made by State Associations. 

3. That there be a term limit to membership. 

4. That when a member moves from one State to another, or 
into another denomination, his membership shall lapse. 

ON THE PASTORAL RELATION. 

[Minutes of 183), p. 7.] 

Resolved, That Congregational pastors should sustain the relation 
of ordinary church membership to their churches, and that this prac- 
tice be particularly recommended by this Association. 

[Minutes of 18«0, pp. fl, 7.] 

Whereas, From the reports of the various local associations con- 
nected with this bo$y it appears that a very small proportion of the 
ministers of our churches sustain the pastoral relation ; therefore, 

Resolved, That this state of things among us is greatly to be 
deplored, and that this General Association earnestly recommend to 
both the churches and ministers within our bounds to adopt a policy 
by which it shall be removed as soon as possible. 

[Minutes of 1887, p. 16.] 

Resolved, 1. That we advise the Congregational churches of the 
State in calling their pastors to fix no limit to the period of the pas- 
toral office. 

2. That we advise all pastors to unite with the churches which 
they serve in the pastorate. 

3. That we advise ministers who are not in the pastoral office to 
unite with the churches with which they steadily worship. 
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[Minutes of 1887, p. 22.] 

Resolved, That hereafter the designation of ministerial relation in 
our Minutes be made to conform to the rules which the National 
Council of 1886 adopted for the Year Book. 

[Minutes of 1880, p. 17.1 
Whereas, This Association in 1887 adopted the following resolu- 
tion, via : 

"Resolved, That we advise the Congregational churches of the State 
in calling their pastors to fix no limit to the period of their pastoral 
office"; and 

Whereas, The terms of the resolution have been understood in 
some cases to warrant the dismissal of a pastor, after a few months' 
service, to his great pecuniary loss ; and 

Whereas, Such an interpretation does not give the intent and 
purpose of the said resolution, but instead defeats the end sought 
therein ; therefore be it 

Resolved, That this Association deprecates such use of the above 
resolution, and understands that resolution to mean that churches 
ought not in calling pastors to fix any limit to the period of their 
respective pastorates unless they invite them to supply their pulpits 
for less than one year. 

Resolved, That raising in church meetings annually the question* 
" 8hall we call our pastor for another year ? " or " Shall we give the 
three months' notice for terminating his pastorate ? " stimulates the 
discontented and factious into, a pernicious activity, disturbs the 
peace of the churches, shortens the pastorate of our best ministers, 
and hence should be avoided. 

» 

ON OBERLIN COLLEGE AND THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 

[Minutes of 1867, p. 24.] 
Resolved, That having listened with interest to a statement of the 
work and wants of the Oberlin Theological Seminary, we take pleasure 
in expressing our hearty sympathy with that institution, and our 
obligations to it for many noble fellow workers scattered throughout 
the West. 

Resolved, That we recommend to our churches to unite with the 
Congregational churches of Ohio in an effort to endow a Professorship 
in that Seminary, and that collectively and individually we pledge 
to the agent who may be employed for that purpose our earnest 
sympathy and co-operation. 

LMlnutes of 1870, pp. 14, 15.1 
Whereas, The recurrence of .thisi Pilgrim Memorial year com- 
bines with manifold indications of God's hand in providence to 
demand from us special effort to endow and strengthen our Congre- 
gational theological seminaries ; and 
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Whkrbas, The Oberlin 8eminary has sustained intimate rela* 
tiona to our Michigan churches throughout their past history, and 
greatly needs their continued and increased cooperation, as our 
churches also need the cooperation of that ; 

Therefore, we take pleasure in expressing our hearty sympathy 
with that institution and our obligation to it for its service done in 
past years for the churches of our State ; and furthermore be it 

Resolved, That we recommend to our churches to unite with the 
Congregational churches of Ohio in their efforts to endow new pro- 
fessorships and to equip that institution for vigorous work, and that, 
collectively and individually, we pledge to the agent who may be 
employed for this purpose our earnest sympathy and cooperation. 

[Minutes of 1871, p. 12.] 

The Committee on Overture from Oberlin reported the following 
minute, which was adopted : 

That while the subject matter of the request seems to require 
action not in accordance with our method of procedure, we do yet 
most heartily repeat our former endorsement of Oberlin Seminary, 
and commend it to the sympathies and prayers and gifts of our 
churches. 

[Minutes of 1873, p. 21.] 

Resolved, 1. That this Association recognizes with devout thanks- 
giving to the Great Head of the church the work which Oberlin and 
Chicago — co-workers always, rivals never — arc doing. 

2. That while we especially acknowledge our obligations to our 
Seminary at Chicago, the child of our prayers, holding pledges from 
us not yet fully redeemed, and having representatives from our State 
upon her boards of trust and visitors, we also gratefully acknowledge 
our obligations to the Seminary at Oberlin for her work in the 
increase of our ministry. 

3. That we heartily reaffirm our former declarations of trust and 
confidence in each of these institutions and commend them to the 
prayers and contributions of our churches. 

[Minutes of 1875, p. 12.] 

Resolved, That this General Association appoint a Board of Visit- 
ors consisting of three members whose duty it shall be (1) to attend 
the general examination and approval of the promotion and gradua- 
tion of students ; (2) to make suggestions to the Faculty in reference 
to the methods of instruction and course of study; (3) to recommend 
to the trustees from time to time any improvements that may be 
deemed desirable in the administration of the affairs of the seminary. 

[Minutes of 1878, p. 18.] 

Resolved, That having listened with interest to the statement of 
the work and wants of Oberlin Theological Seminary, this General 
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Association takes pleasure in expressing our hearty sympathy with 
that institution, and the obligations of our churches to it for many 
faithful ministers. 

Resolved, That we recommend to our churches the endowment of 
a Michigan professorship in that Seminary, and that collectively and 
individually we pledge to the agent who may be employed for that 
purpose our earnest sympathy and cooperation. 

[Minutes of 1879, p. 11.] 

Whereas, The relations of our churches with the Theological 
Seminary at Oberlin are so intimate, so many pastors having been 
furnished them by that institution ; and 

Whereas, At the annual meeting of this body in 1878 a vote was 
passed inviting the Seminary to send an agent into the State for the 
purpose of increasing its permanent endowment ; therefore, 

Resolved, That we commend to our churches the agent named by 
the trustees of the Seminary, Rev. W. B. Williams, and that we 
respond to his call by a contribution of not less than $50,000 for that 
purpose. 

[Minutes of 1880, p. 7.] 

Resolved, That -this General Association reaffirm our interest in 
the question of putting Oberlin Theological Seminary on a sound and 
permanent financial foundation, and that we again advise our 
churches to take up the work of endowing a Michigan professorship 
in that seminary. 

[Minutes of 1881, p. 6.] 

Resolved, That, recognizing the noble work done by Oberlin Theo- 
logical Seminary in the past, and our need of its services now and in 
the future, we again renew our promises of sympathy and aid, and urge 
upon the Lord's servants in our churches the pre-eminent claims of 
this Seminary to their support. 

[Minutes of 1882, p. 15.] 

Resolved, That, recognizing the debt which the churches of Michi- 
gan owe to the Theological Seminary at Oberlin and the need of an 
increase of the resources of that institution, we reaffirm our convic- 
tions that the churches of our Association should complete the 
endowment of the Michigan professorship, and we invite the seminary 
to prosecute the work of securing the endowment as rapidly 'as 
possible. 

[Minutes of 1886, p. 14.] 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted : 
Resolved, That it is the judgment of this Association that the 
authorities of the Oberlin Theological Seminary should make an 
earnest effort to raise during the coming year the $20,000 still needed 
to complete the endowment of a Michigan Professorship in that im- 
portant Seminary. 
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ON THE AMERICAN CONGREGATIONAL UNION. 

[Minutes of 1859, p. 12.] 

Reached, That the American Congregational Union, in undertak- 
ing the systematic assistance of our feeble churches in erecting 
houses of worship, deserves our hearty approval and cooperation, 
and we earnestly recommend that every one of our churches render 
prompt and liberal aid in a work so essential to the complete success 
of the home mission enterprise. 

[Minutes of 1877, p. 30.] 

Retolved, 1. That we record, with profound gratitude to God, the 
large increase of churches and the corresponding demand for church 
edifices in our State. 

2. That the work of the American Congregational Union in aid- 
ing feeble churches in the erection of houses of worship, is so funda- 
mental to the progress of Christ's cause that a large increase of 
contributions from all our churches during the current year is 
imperatively demanded. 

[Minutes of 1878, p. 9.] 

Re$olved f That this General Association has listened with great 
interest to the presentation of the "new departure" of the American 
Congregational Union, and that we hereby cordially renew the assur- 
ances of our confidence, sympathy and increased financial support to 
that society, which has merited so largely our gratitude in the past, 
and purposes so generously for church building in Michigan in the 
future. 

[Minutes of 1881, pp. 16, 17.] 

This Association put on record their conviction that hitherto this 
object of church building has not received from our churches the 
attention and the support which its relative importance demands; 
that therefore we hail with joy the evident enthusiasm, the revived 
interest, with which the able presentation of this cause by Dr. Brown 
was received in this body. That we congratulate the Society as well 
as the churches we represent upon the success which has attended 
the recent management of the society and the wisdom with which it 
hag been conducted. That we therefore heartily endorse the secre- 
tary's recommendation that our contributions to this vital object be 
largely increased. That we also endorse his recommendation that a 
committee of one be appointed in each local Conference or Associa- 
tion to cooperate with the committee of this General Association to 
secure this end, and to have a general charge of the interests of the 
Congregatienal Union within their respective boundaries. 

We desire also to express our sense of the fact that no words of 
ours can rightly set forth the great importance of this Society to the 
interests of our churches, and in this respect can do no better than 
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heartily to endorse the eloquent and earnest words of Dr. Brown, 
which we consider to be thoroughly warranted by the facts. In our 
own State, facts just now transpiring show that the Congregational 
Union and the American Home Missionary Society are but co-ordin- 
ate branches of one work — the former essential to the success and 
permanent usefulness of the latter. We are in danger of losing some 
of the results of our missionary labor because other denominations 
hold out more glittering promises of putting up at once for the new 
organizations houses of worship. 

[Minutes of 1882, pp. 12, 13.] 

The Association place on record their sense of the important and 
inestimable relation existing between the Congregational Union and 
the churches of our order in the State, conspicuous in the fact that 
through the Union as many as 115 of our Michigan churches have 
been aided in their building enterprises, and their regret that so small 
a proportion of our churches — not quite one-fifth of the number (47 
out of 248)— make any contribution towards the work of the Union. 

We recommend that the aims of the Union be presented to each 
church by the pastor once a year, whether an offering be made or 
not, but hoping that such an offering will be made, so that the appar- 
ent neglect of four-fifths of our churches in this matter may become 
a thing of the past. We also recommend that all assistance to the 
building operations of our churches be made through the Union, so 
that the full benevolence of the churches may be manifested. 

[Minutes of 1884, p. 26.] 

Resolved, 1. That this Association records its renewed confidence 
in the Congregational Union and urges upon every church the taking 
of a collection this year. 

2. That we recognize a special voice of the Master in the fact that, 
at a time of very pressing need, an unexpected opportunity of con- 
siderable relief is set before these Michigan churches,* and that, 
therefore, in addition to this sum an equal amount of $5,000 be raised 
by the churches, so that not less than twenty of these houseless 
churches be sheltered this year. 

[Minutes of 1887, p. 15.] 

Whereas, The coming year promises to be an unusually active 
season in the line of church and parsonage building ; therefore, 

Retolved, That the churches throughout the State be urged to send 
to the treasurer at New York liberal contributions for the work of 
the American Congregational Union; first, for the usual work of 
church erection ; second, to increase by special gifts the parsonage 

• 

"This refers to the action of Plymouth Church, Kalamazoo, which, in going 
out of existence, devoted the proceeds of its property to the aid of struggling 
churches in building houses of worship. 
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loan fund ; and third, that the larger churches be reminded of the 
pressing need of special donations to aid churches at important cen- 
ters where larger growth and wider influence may be safely antici- 
pated, which require larger grants than the smaller rural parishes 
that now receive from $200 to $500 for the erection of their houses of 
worship. 

ON THE NEW WEST EDUCATION COMMISSION 

[Minutes of 1880, p. lo.l 
Resolved, That the New West Education Commission is mani- 
festly an attempt to respond to a call of God. That foul exotic, 
Asiatic polygamy, transplanted to American soil, and in the name of 
religion defying both law and Christian sentiment, demands earnest 
and immediate attention. We have already delayed too long. The 
shame is defiling the national capital and known around the world. 
It is a cause of immense gratification that the American Home Mis- 
sionary Society has already taken this work under consideration, and 
it is most devoutly to be hoped that the churches will so far endorse 
the movement by pecuniary aid, that the Executive Committee of that 
society shall be fully warranted in adopting all this field. Meantime, 
we commend this Commission to every patriot and philanthropist, as 
well as to every Christian, as an eminently worthy, though we trust 
only a temporarily needed, agency for a most Christian result. 

[Minutes of 1882, p. 22.J 
Resolved, That this Association cordially welcome the New West 
Education Commission into the family of our benevolences, and 
commend the work to the hearty confidence of all the churches. 

[Minutes of 1886, p. 15.] 

Resolved, That we, the Congregational Churches of the General 
Association of Michigan, express our hearty sympathy with all govern- 
mental measures looking to the civil suppression of the Mormon ini- 
quity which has rooted itself in our body politic, and we also earnestly 
deprecate any apparent abatement of the present aggressive policy of 
the administration. 

2. That to the radical cure of this evil other than governmental 
measures are necessary, and therefore we heartily recommend the 
workers of the New West Education Commission and kindred agen- 
cies, and urge our churches to help on this important Christian 
work. 

ON FEMALE MEMBERSHIP IN THE ASSOCIATION. 

[Minutes of 1876, p. 11.] 

Resolved, That when a church connected with this body sends a 
lady as a delegate, it is the duty of the Association to receive her. 
(Referred to a committee to report next year). 



• 
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[Minutes ot 1877, pp. 12, 1*1 

Rev. A. H. Fletcher, chairman of the committee on the resolu- 
tion to admit women to membership in this body read a very elabor- 
ate report with the recommendation that the resolution do not pass. 
After an earnest and protracted discussion, accompanied by the pre- 
sentation of various resolutions and counter resolutions and amend- 
ments, the following resolution was finally adopted : 

Rexrtved, That the church or churches asking representation in 
this Association at the present session by lady delegates be repre- 
sented by such delegates, and that a committee be appointed to 
report at the next annual meeting on the interpretation of the word 
"delegate" as used in Art. 3 in the constitution of this Association. 

[Minutes of 1878, p. 6.] 

Rev. P. R. Hurd, D.D., from the committee to report on the mean- 
ing of the word "delegate" in the constitution, read a report in sup- 
port of the proposition that this word in that instrument, as inter- 
preted by the uniform history of the denomination previous to its 
adoption, and by the usage of our churches for more than 30 years 
since, must be taken as excluding females from membership, and 
that, therefore, it is not competent for this body to receive them on 
mere resolution, or without a change in the constitution. Rev. A. 
Hastings Ross read a counter report. After much earnest debate, 
and many motions and counter motions, the matter was finally dis- 
posed of by directing that when the names of female delegates are 
presented they be enrolled. 

ON THE ADJUSTMENT OF CONFERENCE BOUNDARIES. 

[Minutes of 1875, p. 11.1 

The committee on the readjustment of conference boundaries 
made the following report, which was adopted: 

1. That in our judgment Congregational fellowship demands the 
most perfect development practicable of the local conference system. 

2. That in order to secure this end, every church in the State 
should be connected with such conference as shall bring it into easiest 
and most emcient cooperation with the other churches thus asso- 
ciated. 

3. That the outlying churches territorially distinct from neigh- 
boring churches, stand in a special need of such associational connec- 
tion, and therefore should be requested to enter into it. 

4. That, in the main, our churches are associated with a wise 
regard to this desirable end, and therefore any general change, either 
in the boundaries of the conferences or in the connection of individual 
churches with existing conferences, is undesirable and impracticable. 

5. While this is true, there are instances in which individual 
churches may transfer their conference connection to mutual edifica- 
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tion, and therefore we would recommend that this matter be taken 
up and adjusted by the churches assembled in their local conference 
meetings. 

ON THE STATE UNIVERSITY CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION. 

[Minutes of 1884, p. 14.] 

President James B. Angell addressed the body upon the work 
and needs of the University Christian Association, after which the 
following resolution was adopted : 

Resolved, That we have listened with great interest to the state- 
ments of President Angell and cordially commend to the churches 
we represent the wise plan of sharing with all who may be interested 
in the project of erecting a suitable building for the University Chris- 
tian Association. 

[Minutes of 1887, p. 17.] 

Resolved, That the Association rejoice in the growing religious 
interest in the University of Michigan, and desire to express their 
hearty interest in the plan of erecting a building for the use of the 
Students' Christian Association of that institution. We commend to 
the confidence of the churches and ministers the agent of the Chris- 
tian Association who is attempting to raise money for this important 
work. 

ON A NEW DECLARATION OF FAITH. 
[Minutes of 1879, pp. 14, 15.] 

Whebbas, There seems to be an increasing dissatisfaction among 
many of our ministers and churches with the venerable and historic 
symbols of our faith ; and 

Whereas, There is an obviously growing tendency to reject doc- 
trines formerly held to be essential and fundamental in the evangel- 
ical system of faith ; and 

Whereas, It is affirmed by some that Congregationalism repre- 
sents only an ecclesiastical polity and not a definite system of doc- 
trinal belief as the bond of our fellowship ; therefore, 

Resolved, That this General Association at its present meeting 
appoint a committee of three to prepare and present for the considera- 
tion of this body at its next meeting an overture to the next National 
Council of Congregational churches, recommending the propriety of 
setting forth a new declaration of the faith and polity of our Ameri- 
can Congregationalism. 

[Minutes of 1880, p. 23.] 

Resolved, That, recognizing the principle stated by the sainted 
Robinson to the Pilgrims, when about to embark to this country, that 
the truth of God's Word in our understanding of it is progressive, it 
is the judgment of this General Association that the present is a fit- 
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ting occasion for a new and fresh re-statement of the doctrines com- 
monly held by our churches, and that the National Council is the 
proper body to make it. 

ON THE MASSACHUSETTS SABBATH SCHOOL SOCIETY. 

[Minutes of 1856, p. 11.] 
Resolved, That this Association thankfully acknowledge the 
assistance which the Massachusetts Sabbath School Society has 
afforded in past years to schools in connection with our churches, and 
recommend to them all to furnish themselves with its publications in 
preference to all others. 

[Minutes of 1857, p. 11.] 
Resolved, That we recommend to our churches to employ as the 
basis of their Sabbath School libraries the publications of the Massa- 
chusetts Sabbath School Society, as setting forth freely and in their 
completeness those views of doctrine and morality which we regard as 
taught by God. 

[Minutes of 1858, p. 9.] 
Resolved, That inasmuch as the Massachusetts Sabbath School 
Society aims to publish the whole truth on all moral and religious 
questions, it commends itself to our special favor as a benevolent 
institution well adapted to reach our whole land with an unmutilated 
gospel. 

Resolved, That since this society is constantly and freely making 
donations of books and papers to the Sabbath Schools connected with 
our feeble churches, we deem it the duty and privilege of our more 
able churches to make their contributions to aid this work. 

ON THE SABBATH SCHOOL AND PUBLISHING SOCIETY. 

[Minutes of 18i», p. 19.J 

Resolved, That the Association has heard with much pleasure of 
the purposes and plans of the Congregational Sabbath School and 
Publishing Society to furnish a religious literature adapted to the 
interests and wants of our churches. We welcome and commend it 
cordially as proposing to meet a necessity long felt in our denomina- 
tion, expressing at the same time an earnest hope for a general con- 
solidation of all our publishing agencies, including especially the 
American Tract Society at Boston, at the earliest practicable time. 

[Minutes of 1871, p. 9.] 

That it be recommended to the churches connected with this 
conference to place the Congregational Publishing Society on their 
schedule of benevolences instead of the American Tract Society. 

[Minutes of 1887, p. 24.] 

Resolved, That this Association express its appreciation of the 
work of Supt. Miller, of the Sabbath School and Publishing Society, 
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and recommend that our churches support with contributions, and 
through the purchase of Sunday School literature, this Society, whose 
work is in the interest of the Congregational churches of the land. 

ON GRAND TRAVERSE COLLEGE. 

[Minutes of 1867, pp. 27, 28.] 

Whereas, This Association having had under consideration the 
subject of Christian Collegiate Education in the Grand Traverse coun- 
try, and sympathizing with the efforts of the brethren in the Grand 
Traverse Association to supply the Dressing educational wants of the 
rapidly increasing population of that new region of our State ; there- 
fore 

Resolved, That we earnestly commend the Grand Traverse College, 
so called, at Benzonia, to all those who desire to promote the interests 
of Christ's cause in connection with Christian education at the West. 

[Minutes of 1874, p. 22.] 

Resolved, That in view of the suffering condition of Grand Tra- 
verse College and of the church which worshiped fn their late chapel, 
they both be commended to the charities of the friends of Christian 
education. 

[Minutes of 1890, p. 22.] 

Whereas, As the result of recent action among the churches of 
Northern Michigan the college chartered at Benzonia, known as 
Grand Traverse College, has received indorsement, and has endeav- 
ored to bring itself into touch with those churches by a representa- 
tive board of trustees ; and 

Whereas, By recent railroad changes Benzonia has become acces- 
sible to the whole region ; and 

Whereas, This institution has entered upon vigorous effort for 
advance and enlargement; therefore 

Resolved, That this Association recognize the need of such a Chris- 
tian college in this wide and growing region as an important adjunct 
to the home missionary work and to Christian civilization, and that 
we heartily commend it to the confidence, patronage and aid of the 
churches and the public. 

ON THE ELECTIVE FRANCHISE. 

[Minutes of 1867, p. 25.] 
The General Association of Michigan would introduce itself to 
your honorable body (the State Constitutional Convention then in 
session) as being an Association of over 150 Congregational churches, 
numbering some 9,000 members and 140 ministers of the gospel, and 
speaking in behalf of such a constituency would respectfully memo- 
rialize your honorable body as follows : 
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We hold as among our deepest convictions, founded, upon abso* 
lute justice, that all the citizens of our commonwealth of suitable age 
and exempt from criminal disqualifications, should, on the simple 
ground of manhood, be entitled to the elective franchise ; and that, 
consequently, no discrimination of race or color should appear in the 
forthcoming constitution of this State. In this conclusion we firmly 
believe the public sentiment of the State concurs, and we trust that 
your honorable body will not fail to establish this even-handed 
justice. 

ON THE USE OF TOBACCO. 

[Minutes of 1858, p. 13.] 

A memorial from 16 ladies of Adrian was presented, asking the 
Association to take such action in relation to the use of tobacco as 
might tend to the removal of that vice from the church and the com- 
munity. Referred to a special committee to report next year. 

[Minutes of 1859, p. 90.] 

The committee made a report condemning the* use of tobacco as 
injurious, degrading in its moral tendency, expensive and offensive, 
and closing with the following resolutions : 

Resolved, That we deem the customary use of tobacco, whether in 
the way of chewing, smoking or snuffing, inconsistent with that 
exercise of self-denial and control of appetite required by Christ in 
all His followers, being productive of serious injury to health, social 
worth and moral influence. 

Resolved, That we earnestly and affectionately exhort all persons 
addicted to the use of tobacco, and most especially all persons profess- 
ing to be the disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ, to abandon the 
practice without delay. 

[Minutes of 1886, p. 15.] 

Resolved, That the use of tobacco is both physically and morally 
detrimental, and that its sale or gift to minors should be prohibited 
by legislation. 

Resolved, That this Association respectfully but earnestly request 
the legislature of Michigan at its next session to enact such prohibit- 
ory legislation. 

ON YOUNG PEOPLE'S SOCIETIES OF CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR. 

[Minutes of 1887, p. 24.] 

Resolved, That, realizing the importance to our churches of the 
Young People's Society of Christian Endeavor and kindred societies, 
we recommend that the spiritual work that has been developed by 
these organizations be recognized and encouraged by this Association 
by the appointment of a committee of three, who shall report to the 
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Association from year to year upon the prosperity and character of 
the work being done. 

[Minutes of 1888, p. 17.] 

That we recognize in the Y. P. S. C. E. a wise plan for the organi- 
zation of the young people of our churches and the direction of their 
activities and Christian service ; that we rejoice in the remarkable 
growth of these societies among our churches, and in the quickening 
and deepening of spiritual life among the young which they have 
promoted, and that we recommend the institution of such societies 
in all our churches. 

2. That we suggest to the several associations of churches in the 
State the desirability of giving, by express provisions in their consti- 
tutions, the societies of Christian Endeavor representation therein. 

[Minutes of 1882, pp. M, 36.] 
Evident as are the facts, it is eminently right that we strongly 
emphasize the marvelous yet healthful growth of the Christian 
Endeavor organization, and the power of the local society of and in 
the church in faith and service. We urge hearty support to the contin- 
ued development and use of this magnificent means to the carrying 
on of Christ's cause. 

ON A MICHIGAN EDUCATION SOCIETY. 

[Minutes of 1846, pp. 5, ft.] 

The following overture relative to the formation of a Michigan 
Education Society, was received from the Synod of Michigan and 
referred to a committee : 

Whereas, This Synod bos organized the Education Society of Michigan, 
auxiliary to the Central American Education Society ; and 

Whereas, It Is desirable that the cause be carried on with harmony and 
efficiency throughout the State ; therefore 

Resolved, That the General Association of Michigan be cordially and affec- 
tionately Invited to cooperate with us In a society under the name of the Pres- 
byterian and Congregational Education Society of Michigan, auxiliary to the 
Central American Education Society. 

A committee to which this was referred reported as follows, and 
the report was adopted : 

Whereas, It appears the Synod have organized " The Education 
Society of Michigan, auxiliary to the Central American Education 
Society," and, though inviting the General Association of Michigan to 
cooperate in said Society, yet have failed to furnish the Association 
with a copy of the constitution of the same ; therefore 

Resolved, That, while the General Association would cordially 
reciprocate the fraternal spirit manifested in the invitation to cooper- 
ate with the Synod in such Education Society, still they feel, under 
the circumstances, unprepared at the present time to accept the 
Synod's invitation. 
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Resolved, That the delegates from this body to the next meeting 
of the Synod, together with the Secretary of the Association, be a com- 
mittee to confer with any committee that the Synod may appoint 
relative to cooperation with the Synod in such an Education Society 
as is proposed. 

ON PRESBYTERIANS AND THE AMERICAN HOME MISSION- 
ARY SOCIETY. 

[Minutes of 1859, pp. 10, 12.] 

Voted, That the subject of the action of the American Home Mis- 
sionary Society with reference to granting aid to churches connected 
with ecclesiastical bodies whose home mission contributions are 
mainly turned into other channels, be referred to a committee to 
report what action may be demanded of this body. This committee 
subsequently reported, and after a lengthy discussion, the following 
preamble and resolution were unanimously adopted: 

Whereas, The American Home Missionary Society refuses to 
grant aid to churches connected with any ecclesiastical body which 
by its influence and funds maintains operations subversive of the 
original cooperative intent of the two denominations forming the 
8ociety; therefore 

Resolved, That we cordially approve this action as reasonable and 
just in itself, and in perfect accordance with its fundamental prin- 
ciples and its practice hitherto. 

[Minutes of I860, p. 11.] 

Resolved, 1. That we heartily approve and dearly love the Ameri- 
can Home Missionary Society, and pledge ourselves to render it our 
cordial sympathy and cooperation in all its appropriate work. 

2. That if the contributions of the Presbyterian churches are to 
be diverted from this Society to the Church Extension scheme, it will 
be unfair to allow them to draw from the treasury for the benefit of 
their churches, moneys donated by the Congregational churches. 

ON COUNCILS AND THEIR RECORDS. 
[Minutes of 1878, p. 16.] 
Whereas, It is believed to be of great importance that a full and 
authentic record of every council held by our churches be preserved ; 
and 

Whereas, The copies of such records usually furnished the 
churches or minister, or both, are liable to be lost ; therefore 

Resolved 1. That this General Association do hereby most earnestly 
request each council hereafter held in the State of Michigan to 
instruct, by formal vote, its Scribe to furnish the Secretary of this 
Association with a copy of its full proceedings, duly signed and certi- 
fied as a true copy of the same. 



Digitized by Google 



272 



2. "that the Secretary of this Association be and is hereby 
instructed to receive said copies of the minutes of councils, to make 
and keep a list of councils held, including place, date and object, and 
to file year by year for preservation, in some secure place, said copies 
of proceedings, and that the Secretary procure a proper book and 
record the same therein. 

3. That the Secretary be authorized to remind delinquent scribes 
of councils of this request of the General Association, and to secure if 
possible copies of such minutes from them. 



ON A CHRISTIAN LITERARY INSTITUTION. 

[Minutes of 1853, p. 17.] 

In view of the importance to our- churches and the cause of 
Christ generally of providing for the education of our youth literary 
institutions under Christian influences, and sustained by the prayers 
and cooperation of evangelical Christians, 

Resolved, That we refer it to a committee to inquire whether it is 
expedient for the Congregational churches of Michigan, either alone 
or in connection with a kindred denomination, to take measures for 
establishing a literary institution such as shall meet their educa- 
tional wants. 

Resolved, That our delegates to the Synod of Michigan be instructed 
to lay this matter before that body at its approaching session and 
invite an expression of their views. 

[Minutes of 1854, p. 12.] 

The committee appointed at the last annual meeting reported, 
and the same was accepted and placed on file. The committee was 
thereupon enlarged and the subject recommitted to them for further 
report. 

[Minutes of 1855, p. 6.] 

The committee made a report, which was adopted. The commit- 
tee was then continued with instructions to make a further report at 
the next meeting. 

[Minutes of 1856, p. 12.] 

Rev. J. A. Hawley, of the committee on the establishment of a 
literary institution, reported that they saw no cause for any further 
action on this subject, and asked to be discharged. Report adopted. 



ON MINISTERIAL RELIEF. 

[Minutes of 1857, p. 6.] 

A committee was appointed to report to this body at its next 
annual meeting on the expediency of raising a fund for the benefit of 
the indigent widows and orphans of deceased Congregational min- 
isters. 



Digitized by Google 



273 



[Minutes of 1868, p. 6.] 

The committee made their report, which was adopted and re- 
ferred to a committee with instructions to report at the next meeting 
a plan for raising such fund. 

[Minutes of 1859, p. 5.] 

The committee on raising a fund to aid the indigent widows and 
children of deceased Congregational ministers, reported that they had 
found no such widows and children in the State. Report accepted 
and committee discharged. 

A committee was then appointed to devise a plan for raising a 
fund for the relief of such widows and children of deceased ministers 
as may hereafter need aid, in this State, to report at the next meet- 
ing. 

[Minutes of 1860, p. 5.] 

The last above named committee report that, in view of the fact 
that few or none of this class now require aid, and also in view of the 
numerous other burdens resting upon the denomination in this, its 
early history, all further action on this matter be postponed for the 
present. Report accepted and committee discharged. 

[Minutes of 1889, p. 16.] 

We earnestly recommend that the churches be urged to give at 
least one communion collection this year for ministerial relief. 

[Minutes of 1881, pp. 11, 12.] 

Whereas, We feel that some steps should be taken at once to 
secure a partial provision at least for the maintenance of disabled 
ministers and the relief of the families of deceased ministers of our 
denomination within our borders ; 

Resolved, 1. That Rev. W. B. Williams, Deacon C. I. Walker, 
Deacon C. B. Jones, James Gallup, Deacon Wm. Chamberlain and 
Philo Parsons be requested by this Association to associate them- 
selves as a body corporate under the laws of the State of Michigan 
for the purpose of receiving, holding and disbursing funds committed 
to them in accordance with the intent of the above preamble. 

2. That our churches be requested to take up a collection annually 
in aid of the fund for the relief of disabled ministers and the families 
of deceased ministers, and that the administration of the same be 
entrusted to the brethren named as soon as they shall have secured 
incorporation, and that, until said incorporation shall have been 
effected, funds raised for this purpose shall be committed in trust to 
the treasurer of the General Association. 

3. That we respectfully request those invited to become incor- 
porated for this purpose to consider the plans and suggestions pre- 
sented by the committee of the National Council, and adopt such of 
them as to them may seem best adapted to facilitate the work and 
secure the ends contemplated by these resolutions. 

18 
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ON AIDING THE CHURCH AT ANN ARBOR 

[Minutes of 1870. p. 16.] 

Inasmuch as it is the duty and interest of the Congregational 
churches of this State to provide religious privileges and instruction 
on the Sabbath for the young men who are pursuing a literary and 
professional course of study in our State University ; and, inasmuch 
as no such provision is made by the University itself, and the Con- 
gregational church in Ann Arbor is ready to do all in its power in this 
matter, but is unable to meet the additional cost of more than $10,000 
to furnish the accommodations necessary for such students in its 
contemplated house of worship ; therefore 

Resolved, 1. That we esteem it the duty of the churches of this 
State to assist in this work. 

2. That we commend this work to those churches to which appli- 
cation may be made as one of importance to the cause of Christ and 
to the interest of our denomination in the State. 



ON THE PROMOTION OF CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP. 

[Minutes of 1870, p. 12.] 

Resolved, 1. That the Congregational churches of Michigan owe a 
primary duty to each other to promote an active Christian fellowship, 
in order thereby to increase their common strength. 

2. That for lack of such fellowship the missionary churches of 
our State are not attaining that measure of increase which is desir- 
able. 

3. That it is the duty of this General Association, in the present 
weak and stationary condition of so many of our churches, to give 
precedence in their deliberations to those practical subjects which 
directly and earnestly concern the growth, independence of foreign 
support, and upbuilding of the churches of our order in the State. 

ON THE RUM TRAFFIC IN THE CONGO FREE STATE. 

[Minutes of 1888, p. 6.] 

The committee on a memorial from the Manhattan Congrega- 
tional Association of New York, reported: 

As representatives of the Congregational churches of Michigan, 
in convention assembled, we most respectfully memorialize the senate 
of the United States upon this matter, asking that honorable body to 
take such steps as, in their opinion, may tend to bring this traffic to 
an end. That a copy of this minute be forwarded to Hon. T. W. 
Palmer, senior senator from this State, for presentation to the body of 
which he is a member. 
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AS TO LAY COMMUNION. 
[Minutes of 1876, p. 12.] 

Retolvedy That this Association recommend to those churches 
that may be without a pastor or stated supply, that they observe 
their regular seasons of communion, the sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per being administered by the deacons, or in their absence by any 
members whom the church may designate. (Referred to a committee 
to report next year.) 

[Minutes of 1877, p. 15.] 

Rev. A. B. Allen read a report on the above resolution, favoring 
the resolution, which was accepted and after discussion laid on the 
table. 

ON CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. 
[Minutes of 1851, pp. 5, 6.] 

Whereas, There appears to be a growing disposition in our coun- 
try to abolish capital punishment for the crime of murder, several 
States having already abolished it and others contemplating the 
experiment, and this body being called on to make an expression in 
the matter; therefore 

Resolved, That in the deliberate judgment of this Association 
such an experiment contravenes the legislation of Jehovah, mistakes 
the true aims and subverts the very principles of penal justice, trifles 
with human life, and under cover of a narrow compassion involves 
the broadest cruelty. 

ON DEACONESSES. 

[Minutes of 1888, p, 17.] 

In view of the fact that the office of Deaconess, in the course of 
time, has very largely fallen into disuse, and that the churches have 
thereby lost a valuable instrumentality, we recommend the revival 
of this office and its general recognition and use among the churches 
of our order, believing that in this we but return to the excellent 
custom of the early primitive churches, and conform to a usage which 
has the seal of divine approbation, the sanction of the apostles and 
the testimony of the fathers, and the declaration of the church and 
others in the Cambridge platform of 1648. 

ON PRISON SUNDAY. 

[Minutes of 1888, p. 9.] 

This Association, believing in the application of Christianity to 
the moral and social problems of the day, and recognizing the excel- 
lent work which the >tate Board of Correction and Charities is doing, 
recommends to our ministers and churches hearty cooperation with 
this Board in its work through the observance of Prison Sunday, and 
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in each other ways as may be practicable, to the end that the fall 
power of Christianity may be applied to solve the problems of crime 
and pauperism in our State. 

ON INDIAN MISSIONS. 

[Minutes of 1888, p. 12.] 

Retolved, That the action of the Indian Commissioner in forbid- 
ding the instruction of the Indians connected with our mission schools 
and churches in any other than the English language, is, in our judg- 
ment uncalled-for interference on the part of the civil authorities 
with that liberty of religious instruction which, rather than a help in 
their efforts for civilization and Christian ization of the native tribes, 
and in fitting them for good citizenship, is an interference against 
which we enter our earnest and most hearty protest. 

ON AID FOR THE ARMY. 

[Minutes of 1868, p. 12.1 

Retolved, That the churches of this Association, in view of the 
pressing want of vegetables in the army, be requested to make an 
immediate effort to forward to the United States Sanitary Commission 
at Chicago, if possible, ten barrels of potatoes each. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to these churches to make a 
contribution as a national offering to the army for sanitary purposes 
on the Sabbath succeeding the Fourth of July next. 

ON THE AMERICAN PEACE SOCIETY. 
[Minutes of 1886, p. 16.] 

Rmlved, That we have listened with interest and satisfaction to 
the address of the Secretary of the American Peace Society, setting 
forth its earnest efforts to avert foreign and domestic strife. We 
would hereby cordially commend that Society, as recommended by 
its Secretary, to the confidence and cooperation of our churches in 
Michigan and to the Christian people of America, in its efforts to 
hasten the day when " nations shall learn war no more." 

ON THE WESTERN EDUCATION SOCIETY. 
[Minutes of 1882, p. 20.] 
Betolved, 1. That the Western Education Society is hereby com- 
mended to the pastors and churches as deserving a regular place in 
the annual offering. 

2. That the Congregational churches of Michigan be invited to 
report all contributions to Christian education, whether through the 
Western Education Society or otherwise, and all such contributions 
be reported under the one heading, "Christian Education." 
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AS TO ANNIVERSARIES IN THE NORTHWEST. 

[Minutes of 1854, p. 13.] 

The subject of holding anniversaries of religious and benevolent 
societies in the Northwest was considered, and it was 

Resolved, That we deem it desirable that such anniversaries should 
be held, and that a committee of five be appointed to correspond with 
others having the same subject in charge, and with religious and 
benevolent societies, and if found practicable to plan and make 
arrangements for the same. 

ON PLYMOUTH CHURCH, KALAMAZOO. 

[Minutes of 1884, p. 90.1 

Resolved, That this Association expresses its unfeigned sorrow that, 
in a day of calamity, the honored Plymouth Church of Kalamazoo, 
after a worthy history of 15 years, has felt constrained to cease to be ; 
yet we heartily commend the wisdom and magnanimity by which 
the property of this late church has been devoted to the high end of 
aiding other churches in securing houses of worship. 

ON A HISTORICAL COMMITTEE. 

[Minutes of 1852, p. 9.] 

Resolved, That a Historical Committee be appointed by this body 
to gather and preserve all facts of moral and religious interest in the 
early history of the Congregational churches of this State, and that 
we recommend to the local associations the appointment of historical 
committees to gather historical material within their bounds, and 
furnish the same to a committee of this body. 

ON THE STATE UNIVERSITY. 
[Minutes of 1852, p. 10.] 
Resolved, That, in the present state of the University of Michigan, it 
is proper for this Association to express their earnest desire that the 
institution shall continue to possess a high moral and religious char- 
acter, and to declare that they would view any divorcement of the 
University from Evangelical religion in the appointment of its officers, 
with the deepest concern and regret. 

ON THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
[Minutes of 18T3, p. 22.] 
Resolved, That recognizing the essential importance to the success 
of all Christian work of the circulation of the Sacred Scriptures, we 
ask all our churches to give their hearty support to the American 
Bible Society, and through it make liberal distributions of the Word 
of God to the nations of the earth. 
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A8 TO PARSONAGES. 

[Minutes of 1879, p. 18.] 

Resolved, That, recognizing the advantages of having parsonages 
in connection with our churches, we earnestly commend the subject 
to the attention of such of our churches as are not already supplied 
with them, and urge them to supply themselves with them as soon 
as practicable. 

ON THE STUDY OF THE SCRIPTURES. 
[Minute* of 1844, p. 6.] 

Resolved, That we heartily recommend to the ministers and 
churches connected with this body a more systematic and thorough 
study of the Scriptures by means of Sabbath Schools, Bible classes 
and regular courses of doctrinal preaching. 

AS TO LAY DELEGATES. 

[Minutes of 1889, p. 11.] 

A resolution introduced by Rev. Philo R. Hurd was adopted 
requesting that every church, as far as possible, send a layman as its 
representative to this body instead of a minister who may happen to 
be a member of the church. 

AS TO CONSOLIDATING MISSIONARY MAGAZINES. 

[Minutes of 1889, p. 7.1 

Resolved, That we recommend the consolidation of our various 
missionary magazines into one periodical as soon as practicable for 
the better instruction of the churches in the whole field of missionary 
endeavor. 

ON THE REVISED VERSION OF THE BIBLE. 

IMinutes of 1886, p. 12.] 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted: 
Resolved, That the General Association earnestly commend to the 
churches and families the use of the revised version of the Bible. 

ON PRAYER FOR THE WORLD. 

[Minutes of 1848, p. 10.] 

Resolved, That the observance of the annual Concert of Prayer 
for the World, on the first Monday of the year, be recommended to 
the churches connected with this body. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY MEMORANDA. 



While this volume was passing through the press two more of 
the original participants in the organization of the Association in 
1842 passed away, viz : Rev. Henry L. Hammond, whose " reminis- 
cences" will be found on pages 38-43, and Mr. John N. Stickney, 
whose " congratulatory telegram " is printed on page 48. The former 
died at his home in Evanston, 111., March 3, 1893, at the age of 78 
years; the latter at his residence in Rockville, Conn., March 1, 1893, 
aged 76 years. Mr. Stickney kept up his interest in all affairs per- 
taining to the Kingdom of our Lord to the last. He left by will $5,000 
to the American Board ; to the Home Missionary Society of Connecti- 
cut, $2,500; to the Fund for Ministers, the American Missionary 
Association, the Union Church in Rockville and the Church Building 
Society $1,000 each and to the Sunday School and Publishing Society, 
$500. Mr. Hammond had nothing of this world's goods to leave, but 
his interest in the progress of all religious effort remained keen and 
undiminished to the last, and he rejoiced continually in the multiply- 
ing evidences that the predictions of prophets and the faith of apostles 
were rapidly ripening to their abundant and glorious fruition. 

The following additional statement can also be made to the facts 
embodied in Dr. Ross* paper to be found on pages 58-06: 

" The National Council, held in October, 1892, went still further in 
the matter of ministerial standing in associations of churches and 
ministers by adopting, after discussion, resolutions containing the 
following statements, viz: "And councils are advised not to recognize 
as pastors any ministers not so connected." "That it is not orderly 
for any minister to belong to two coordinate bodies at the same time." 
Ordination is thus declared to be insufficient for recognition as a Con- 
gregational minister; there must be added to it orderly "connection 
with a body of Congregational ministers and churches." This is a 
national recognition of what was at first called " Michigan Congrega- 
tionalism." 

The date of the organization of Orion Church is given incorrectly 
on page 131, an error of the annual minutes having been copied. It 
should be 1853 and not 1833. 

In spite of the utmost care, errors in names will occur. It is not 
strange that in so long a list as that found in our catalogue of minis- 
ters (pages 167-184), some erroneous spellings and locations should 
take place. An additional examination has brought to light a few. 
We give the corrected readings as they should appear: 
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Allen, Wm. C. Add J. '79-'87 to his location. 
Brain a rd, F. G., L. S. '92— Incorrectly enrolled ; never a member. 
Caldwell, William E. Add G. R. '81-83 to his location. 
Coldwbll, William E., G. R. '81-'83. Same as next above. 
Grips, Philip M. Not Crisp, an incorrect spelling. 
Downer, Sawyer B. Location should read S. '76 — 
Glaessen, Joseph, C. '84-'87. Not Glosson, an incorrect spelling. 
Hodges, John G., 0. '87-'87, N. C. '88-'89. Last location from next 
below. 

Hodges, John C, N. C. '88-'89. Same as next above. 
Jepferies, John, M. '8.V86, K. '87 — Last location from next below. 
Jepfers, Deodate, K. '52-'o2, '55-'59. K. '87— belongs next above. 
Lanphear, Nathaniel D. Not Lamphear, an incorrect spelling. 
Lillie, Isaac B., S. M. '87-'91, G. R. '92 — Membership did not cease 
with '91. 

Millar, William H., C. '85-'87, Gen. '88— First location from next 
below. 

Miller, William H., C. '85-'87. Belongs next above, an incorrect 
spelling. 

Mylne, George, L. '92— Instead of Milne, an incorrect spelling. 
Nichols, H. Allen, E. '91— Incorrectly enrolled; never a member. 
Sailor, John. Instead of John R. 

Scurr, William R., S. M. '84-'85, E. '86-'89, S. '90— Same as William 
Scurr. 

Shanton, I. Allen, M. '92— Not Shanters, an incorrect spelling; also 

membership continues. 
Spblman, Levi P. Membership continues in last location. 
Taylor, Charles I., O. '87-'91, Gen. '92— Last location from next 

below. 

Taylor, Charles J., Gen. '92— Same as next above. 
Underhill, William H., Gen. '91-'91, G. R. '92— Last location from 
next below. 

Underhill, H. M., G. R. '92— Same as next above. 
Van Auken, Abram. Same as Abraham and Abram A. 
Witham, Levi A. Membership continues in last location. 
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